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To the editor:

Sharon Hickey's Aug. 29 letter prom pted m e to w rite this letter.

I am  one of 12 Iow ans (plus four legislators - including Rep. Dave 

Tjepkes) sitting on the Transportation 2020 Com m ission that Gov. 

Terry Branstad appointed this year to review  the condition of Iow a's 

transportation infrastructure and its funding needs. The entire state 

and M idw est are suffering from  deteriorating roads and 

infrastructure. The problem  of "fixing streets" and "updating w aste 

and w ater system s" are issues everyw here, not just Fort Dodge.

Lack of m oney is not unique to Fort Dodge. In Iow a w e are short 

m ore than $200 m illion in annual funding on the state's portion of 

our road netw ork. Cities and counties face the sam e problem . So w e 

need to w ork together on finding a solution locally and statew ide. To 

learn m ore about the Transportation 2020 Com m ission visit: 

w w w .iow adot.gov/transportation2020/.

During the 1996-2006 tim efram e, the city invested $11.1.m illion on 

street im provem ents.

In the last five years, 2006-2011, the city has invested $14.5 m illion 

(60 percent residential and 40 percent com m ercial) on street 

im provem ents using a five-year plan, the first tim e the city has used 

such a plan to m ake im provem ent and repair investm ent decisions. 

O ur city leaders should be com m ended for im plem enting such a plan 

that m atches needs w ith funding sources.

Residential streets im proved in the last five years include: W rayw ood 

Drive, 32nd Street, Eighth Avenue North, Ninth Avenue North, and 

10th Avenue North. Please note that 75 percent of the local option 

sales tax (LO ST) is generated from  Fifth Avenue South. Therefore, it 

is im portant to reinvest in the corridor to m aintain and grow  our 

LO ST. W e collect nearly $3 m illion in LO ST annually, w hile our 

streets deteriorate at a rate of $3 m illion to $5 m illion annually.

It is estim ated 15,000-20,000 vehicles travel the Fifth Avenue 

corridor on a daily basis and the im provem ents w ill help attract m ore 

retail.

Today the city estim ates a $40 m illion street im provem ent problem , 

so it is w ise to provide the Transportation 2020 Com m ission input 

and suggestions as to how  w e can solve this shortfall and m aintain 

our residential and com m ercial netw ork of roads.

Please send m e your suggestions to P.O . Box 2015, Fort Dodge, IA 

50501. I w ill share them  w ith the Transportation 2020 Com m ission 

before our final report is delivered to the governor and Legislature 

later this fall.

Jim  Kersten

Fort Dodge
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