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Transportation
commission
recommends gas
tax
By Ben Jacobson
Herald Staff Writer

DES MOINES — A commission comprised of citizens hand-picked by the governor has
determined a short list of possible improvements to Iowa infrastructure. Among the possible
improvements include an 8 to 10 cent increase in the fuel tax, as well as a 1 percent increase
in new vehicle registration fees.

The Transportation 2020 Citizens Advisory Commission was appointed earlier this year by Gov.
Terry Branstad to offer a citizen’s perspective on the maintenence of public roadways and the
use of road taxes, as well as any suggestions for improvement. The CAC was responsible for
holding a series of seven public input meetings across the state, during which time Iowa citizens
were given an opportunity to share ideas.

The information gathered will be presented to the Iowa Department of Transportation in
November. A five-year report, mandated by Iowa law, will be assembled using this information,
and presented at the end of the year.

According to Stu Anderson, DOT planning, programming and modal division, the
recommendations that the 12 member commission will present to the DOT is the culmination of
a significant public input initiative.

“About 200 folks made specific comments,” Anderson said. “It was a good turnout and a good
cross-section of (Iowans).”

Attendees from the public and private sector made comments at the public input sessions, all of
which were discussed by commission members at a meeting last week. At a meeting later this
month, commission members will be tasked with finalizing their report, along with their
recommendations.

Jeff Corkery, superintendent of the Western Dubuque School District, was chosen for the
commission based on the unique transportation challenges his district faces.

He said that according to DOT reports, over the next 20 years, Iowans will accumulate a $27
billion shortfall in funds needed to maintain infrastructure. To keep operating at what they call a
“critical” level, i.e. providing only integral services, Corkery said about $200 million annually
needs to be found.

Having stayed consistent for about 20 years, Corkery believes that the sales tax increase on gas
is probably long overdue.

“When you look at the states around us, particularly the winter states (Illinois, Wisconsin), all of
them have a sales tax a nickel to 20 cents higher,” he said.

DOT calculations show that for every 1 cent increase per gallon, the state would raise about $23
million each year.  Add in the 1 percent increase to new vehicle registration fees, and the state
could raise about $200 million each year.

But even that may not be enough, Corkery said.

“I think it’s a start, but it falls short of what the actual needs will be,” he said.
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Grade sharing gets positive
reviews
The progress of whole grade sharing between
the Northeast and East Central school districts
received primarily positive reviews during a
special joint meeting of the school boards of
both districts recently in the study hall of
Northeast High School.
October 17,  2011

Public hearing tonight concerning ADM
permits
A Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
public hearing will be held tonight regarding an
air quality permit with Archer Daniels Midland
(ADM) Company. The public is invited to
attend the hearing tonight at 5 p.m. at the
library.

October 17,  2011

Transportation commission recommends
gas tax
A commission comprised of citizens hand-
picked by the governor has determined a short
list of possible improvements to Iowa
infrastructure. Among the possible
improvements include an 8 to 10 cent increase
in the fuel tax, as well as a 1 percent increase
in new vehicle registration fees.

October 17,  2011

Bus route elimination causes concerns at
River Bend
River Bend Board of Education will once again
discuss on Monday the decision to eliminate in-
town bus services for students living north of
14th Avenue in Fulton.

October 17,  2011

District receives state honor
For the second year in a row, the Clinton
Community School District was awarded a
Breaking Barriers recognition for substantially
improving reading proficiency among special-
needs students.

October 15,  2011

Appraisal raises questions
A communication between Juliann
Bray of A.C. Root and the city of
Clinton, dated Tuesday, reveals the city’s
insurance agent has some questions about the
appraisal of the municipal dock.

October 15,  2011 1 Photo

AFSCME: City not interested in
concessions
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The problems with Iowa roads, including potholes, crumbling streets and bridges, are possibly
more severe than people realize, Corkery said. Investing the money to help repair them would
likely be a wash in the end, he believes, because all the money that people are not paying
higher taxes is being invested into repairing vehicle wear and tear.
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At Tuesday’s meeting of the Clinton City
Council, during which massive cuts to the city’s
budget were passed, the union representing
the fire department was praised for offering
concessions, thereby saving jobs.

October 14,  2011

School receives dirty donation
Almost 50,000 cubic yards of dirt, on
which Clinton’s new middle school
will rest, wasn’t donated by the Church of the
Open Door because of an overabundance of
riches, according to Pastor Jim Machen.
Rather, the dirt is given as an investment in
the residents of Clinton.

October 14,  2011 1 Photo

Supervisors look to outsource
snow removal
The Clinton County Board of
Supervisors heard bids Monday for contracting
snow removal for county buildings. For the
past five or six years, the county’s Building
Maintenance Department has handled snow
removal.

October 14,  2011 1 Photo

Grant will aid in railport
development
City officials recently announced the
Iowa Transportation Commission has
awarded Clinton a $400,000 RISE
grant to build an access road into the
Lincolnway Railport.

October 13,  2011 1 Photo
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