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Iowa ranks third for having the worst bridges in the United States,
according to a report issued today by a coalition of groups that want to
increase government spending on the nation’s transportation system.

The report by Transportation for America says Iowa has 24,722 bridges
statewide, and 21.7 percent, or 5,371 bridges are considered “deficient.”
The only states with a higher percentage of deficient bridges are
Pennsylvania and Oklahoma.

Transportation for America also says that the Des Moines metro area has the fourth-
highest percentage of deficient bridges out of 102 metro areas nationwide with
populations between 500,000 and 1 million. The report says that 24.3 percent, or 358
bridges, in the Des Moines area are structurally deficient and an average of six motorists
cross a deficient bridge every second.

The report is likely to be cited by Iowa highway lobby groups as evidence that Iowa needs
to increase spending on roads and bridges. A citizens advisory committee appointed by
Gov. Terry Branstad earlier this month recommended raising the state’s gasoline tax by
up to a dime per gallon and by raising other fees to generate more than $200 million
annually in increased revenue for the state’s road construction programs.

The fact that Iowa has a lot of structurally deficient bridges has been reported in many
previous studies. While state officials have cited such research in proposing more work on
the state’s roads and bridges, they  have also said that motorists are not in  danger by
driving on these deficient bridges, and none of these bridges are facing the possibility of
imminent collapse. The biggest problems appear to be on Iowa’s rural county road
system, where many bridges are antiquated but only carry a handful of cars and trucks
every day.

Transportation for America is a lobby group with representation from more than 500
national, state and local organizations, including the National Association of Realtors,
National Association of City Transportation Officials, U.S. Public Interest Research Group,
National Resources Defense Council, National Housing Conference and many others.

Sonia Ashe, an advocate for the IPIRG, a public interest advocacy group, said in a
statement that if Iowa moves ahead with an increased gasoline tax, those funds should be

ADVERTISEMENT

William Petroski
Bill Petroski is a senior reporter
with the Des Moines Register.

 Latest Iowa Politics
Insider posts

Voting schedule for presidential nominating process
is still up in the air October 19, 2011

GOP field makes fruit salad of Herman Cain’s tax
plan October 18, 2011

Republican rivals get rough in Las Vegas meetup
October 18, 2011

Michele Bachmann returns to Iowa this weekend;
stops in Winterset, Creston and Osceola October
18, 2011

At tonight’s debate, focus is on Herman Cain, Rick
Perry October 18, 2011

Here’s Mitt Romney’s Iowa schedule for Thursday
October 18, 2011

Terry Branstad and Matt Strawn call on Nevada to
move caucus to Jan. 17 October 18, 2011

Terry Branstad and Matt Strawn denounce national
popular vote movement October 18, 2011

Branstad says national popular vote would hurt
Iowa October 18, 2011

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/jobs
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/cars
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/homes
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apartments
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/dating
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/classifieds
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/deals
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/ezclassifieds
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/subscribe
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/help&tab=contact
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/
javascript:GEL.util.uautil.UASignup();
javascript:GEL.util.uautil.LoginProvider();
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/politics
http://caucuses.desmoinesregister.com/
http://desmoines.metromix.com/
http://dmjuice.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/photos
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videos
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/news
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/news
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/sports
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/sports
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/business
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/business
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/entertainment
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/entertainment
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/life
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/life
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/comm
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/comm
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/opinion
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/opinion
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/obituaries
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/obituaries
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/help
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/help
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/author/bill-petroski/
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/category/news/iowapolitics/
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/author/bill-petroski/
http://feeds.feedburner.com/IowaPolitics
http://feeds.feedburner.com/IowaPolitics
http://feeds.feedburner.com/IowaPolitics
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/59VKd6hk7Hc/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/59VKd6hk7Hc/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/S-lNthkNcfk/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/S-lNthkNcfk/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/edOJmdq9Cl4/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/ETnaFcR5dUo/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/ETnaFcR5dUo/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/eLozrnQWGgs/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/eLozrnQWGgs/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/HJPW9V6DRx8/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/QAntlDPSl50/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/QAntlDPSl50/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/Tww-PAF8k7E/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/Tww-PAF8k7E/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/q6AyvAIQ_Ok/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/IowaPolitics/~3/q6AyvAIQ_Ok/


Report: Iowa has nation’s third-worst bridges | Des Moines Register Staff Blogs

http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2011/10/19/report-iowa-has-nations-third-worst-bridges/[10/19/2011 11:22:11 AM]

YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN

Hawkeyes land coveted big guy (Des Moines Register)

Bathroom incident, assault of officers results in arrest
(Des Moines Register)

Iowa, Midwest, take the cake in Experian credit score
report (Des Moines Register)

State Sen. Tim Kapucian to seek reelection (Des
Moines Register)

Ed Fallon’s ‘big smile’ mug shot (Des Moines Register)

SPONSORED LINKS

The Unthinkable Poised to Happen: 50%
unemployment, a 90% stock market collapse, 100%
annual inflation. See disturbing charts.
(Newsmax.com)

10 Office Decorations That Will Creep Out Your
Coworkers (Man of the House)

Fibromyalgia Syndrome: Mystery Pain Explained
(Lifescript.com)

10 Signs Your Employees Are Having an Office
Romance (All Business)

50 Worst NFL Head Coaches of All Time
(BleacherReport)

[?]

spent directly on repairing roads and bridges. “However, even with the gas tax, Iowa won’t
be able to address the serious backlog of necessary repairs without federal support,” she
said.
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