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Proposal Increases Gas Taxes Next
Year

DES MOINES, Iowa --
A bi-partisan effort is underway to improve the
state's roads and bridges by raising the gas tax to
pay for improvements.

Legislation has been proposed by Democratic state
Sen. Tom Rielly and Republican Rep. David
Tjepkes. Their proposal includes raising the gas tax
by four cents in 2013 and another four cents in
2014.

The plan would also increase new vehicle
registration fees by one percent.

Both legislators said Wednesday that it is
imperative to find a way to fix a reported $215 million annual shortfall in
road repair funding. They said the legislation they are proposing would
meet that shortfall every year.

Gas taxes have not been raised in Iowa since 1989.

Rielly said the roads are in bad shape and need repair, a fact that hit home
for him when his daughters were involved in a rollover crash that he said
was due to the bad conditions of the roads.

"Thank God she was find. My other daughter was there too. I've also been
driving down the street and then needed a new rim and tire because the
potholes are so bad," said Rielly.
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Rielly said the proposal will also create jobs and it is something that
should be supported regardless of party affiliation.

Copyright 2012 by KCCI.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.
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Brad Bales · Carlisle, Iowa

I would like to know if 100% of the current gas taxes are going towards road repair.
If not -- if some of those dollars have been redirected to unrelated purposes -- then
perhaps fixing that particular problem should be priority 1. Then whatever other area
of the budget is affected can be analyzed. Sure, taxes are probably going to go up
somewhere, but the gas tax may not be the correct target.

Reply ·  · Like  · Yesterday at 10:28am4

Steve Rooney · Works at Manatt's Inc

Road fund fees and taxes are constitutionally protected and can only be
used for the purposes for which they were collected.

Reply · Like  · 21 hours ago

Tom Rielly · Loras College

Brad good question. The Road use tax fund is Constitutionally Protected
and can only be used for the construction and repairs of Iowa's roads
and bridges. It cannot be scooped for anything else

Reply · Like  · 20 hours ago

Brad Bales · Carlisle, Iowa

Thanks very much Steve and Tom -- that is good to know!

Reply · Like  · 12 hours ago

 

Scott A. Gebers · Northwest Missouri State University

how bout we just split our paychecks equally between taxes and insurance and call it
good!

Reply ·  · Like  · Yesterday at 10:37am2

Kyle Morgan · Indian Hills CC

And not give a guy a pay raise either!!!
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Reply · Like  · 17 hours ago

 

Richard Porter ·  Top Commenter

This will create LABOR JOBS, not White Collar where the market took the hardest
hit. With Government requirements that vehicles get better fuel mileage, of course
any income from taxes is going to be reduced IE: Better Mileage per vehicle, less fuel
use, thus less taxes collected. And, with that vehicles have gotten lighter and larger,
yet, more efficient. Roads are in the same shape they were expected to be in, as,
they are repaired, installed, and maintained with a specific life use. They just shifted
funds away when they over spent in other areas. LOVE THE RED TAPE....

Reply · Like  · Yesterday at 10:13am

Zachary Trueblood · Diesel Technician at KENWORTH

Yea...the government is requiring better emmissions and vehicles
getting better fuel mileage, but a lot of people are still drive cars from
80's and early 90's with the same old emmisions or without any. Why?
They cant spend the 20-40k on a new vehicle that gets the better fuel
mileage and have the better emmissions. Which means the government
still will have there dirty fingers in all those peoples wallets. The tax
increase isn't much to people that can afford the car, but it only gets
worse for those who can't. Then there's more government funding to
those people.

Reply · Like  · 10 hours ago

 

Andy Chenchar

Even though the money is constitutionally protected to go to road repair, a $215
million shortfall in a year with no harsh conditions as of yet, we should be hearing
about how much we are saving. Maybe our congress or senate are doing too much
'consulting' or 'speech giving' to our Road Fund. They could be getting the money
out in a way that is legal, just unethical, since they make the laws.

Reply · Like  · 4 hours ago

 

Mike Parks ·  Top Commenter · Des Moines, Iowa

I got a friendly suggestion. It's fine time for corporations who make a profit on the
use of OUR roads and streets to pay us back in full for all their record profits over
the years. Attention corporations... your semi's and other heavy equipment has
damaged and deteriorated our roads that WE the tax payer paid for. Time for you' all
to pay us back and rebuild our roads! Why does the public have to foot the bill for
corporations that use our roads so they can make a profit and never pay WE the
people back for the use of OUR roads.

Reply · Like  · 22 hours ago

Melinda Hawkins

If you use gasoline or diesal you pay taxes per gallon. gasoline is 0.21
and diesal is 0.225 per gallon. per http://www.eia.gov/tools/ ​
faqs/faq.cfm?id=10&t=5

Reply · Like  · 21 hours ago

Mike Smith · Fdsh

Trucking companies and construction companies pay road use tax just
like everybody else. Matter of fact they pay more than you do! They use
more fuel ergo they pay more road use taxes. If your looking to raise the
cost of living even higher, keep that train of thought! You would have a
good career in Washington politics!

Reply · Like  · 15 hours ago
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Carrie Pitman · Marketing/Public Relations at LL Pelling

It is important to note that 95% of all the revenue that flows into the RUTF/TIME-21
Fund (gas tax money) is required by the Iowa Constitution to be spent on Iowa’s
public roadways and cannot be diverted for non-roadway programs. The other 5%
not used comes from driver’s license fees, title fees, trailer registration fees, and
other miscellaneous fees. Source: IDOT.gov

Reply · Like  · 21 hours ago

 

Carrie Pitman · Marketing/Public Relations at LL Pelling

Road fund fees and taxes (gas taxes) are constitutionally protected and can only be
used for the purposes for which they were collected...unlike other taxes we pay that
goes to who knows what. So, yes. The money can only be used for roads.

Reply · Like  · 21 hours ago

Richard Porter ·  Top Commenter

Oh, there have been some shady deals pulled behind closed doors,
unless I can see the books on this, I don't believe they played by the
rule you are stating.

Reply · Like  · 18 hours ago
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