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Panel backs gas tax rise for road work
It says an increase of up to 10 cents a gallon and higher registration fees for new vehicles are
needed.

 Comments

A A

Iowa should raise the state’s gasoline tax by 8 cents to 10 cents
per gallon and increase new vehicle registration fees to collect up
to $280 million annually to fund road repairs, a special committee
recommended Wednesday.

Supporters of the plan say that funding level would let officials fix
the worst roads.

“I don’t see any viable alternative,” said Allan Thoms, one of the
heads of the Governor’s Transportation 2020 Citizens Advisory
Commission.

The panel, appointed by Gov. Terry Branstad, also recommended
the state review the gasoline tax every two years. The state’s 22

cents per gallon gasoline tax has not
been increased since 1989. One cent
goes toward cleaning leaking
underground tanks, while the other 21
cents pays for road work.

The recommendations, which include
raising new vehicle registration fees from
5 percent to 6 percent of the purchase
cost, will be sent to the state’s
Department of Transportation, which will
decide what to seek from the Legislature.

“We heard overwhelmingly from people
that we need money for roads,” Nancy
Richardson, who co-heads the panel with

Thoms, said of a series of public hearings the group held statewide.
“They think roads need work and they’re deteriorating.”
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Branstad said he wants to study the recommendations before
taking a position.

“It is premature to take a stand on something until you know all the
information,” Branstad said. “I would certainly encourage legislators
not to stake out a position until they know all of the facts.”

Sen. Tom Rielly, D-Oskaloosa, who heads the Senate
Transportation Committee, said he’ll push the higher gasoline tax
effort when lawmakers convene in January.

“We have a constitutionally protected road use tax fund where the
expenses are far exceeding the revenues that are coming in,” Rielly
said.
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