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Panel backs gas tax rise for road work
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MIKE GLOVER lowa should raise the state’s gasoline tax by 8 cents to 10 cents
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per gallon and increase new vehicle registration fees to collect up
to $280 million annually to fund road repairs, a special committee
recommended Wednesday.
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. . of see-it-all Internet
Branstad said he wants to study the recommendations before

taking a position.

“It is premature to take a stand on something until you know all the
information,” Branstad said. “I would certainly encourage legislators
not to stake out a position until they know all of the facts.”

Sen. Tom Rielly, D-Oskaloosa, who heads the Senate
Transportation Committee, said he’ll push the higher gasoline tax
effort when lawmakers convene in January.

“We have a constitutionally protected road use tax fund where the
expenses are far exceeding the revenues that are coming in,” Rielly
said.
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