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Two posts jumped out this morning. The first is from Daryl Dulaney, 1 =
president and CEO of Siemens Industry, who pleads for national inves
in infrastructure:

3 Tweat

Many argue that business should make infrastructure investments that support its suc
We agree. But we are also in a position to be able to agree. As a $100 billion company 0
can make those kinds of bets. Not many others could shoulder this burden on their ov
Even we can't do it everywhere or in every instance.

+1

1
That's why public investment in infrastructure is important. Multinational corporatio
consistently list infrastructure as one of their top four concerns when determining wh ﬁ Share
build a new facility.

5 reddit
And the second is from Wendell Cox, who pulls figures from the 2010

American Community Survey to show that, over the past decade, solo

commuting is way up:

33
'i‘) Submit

In view of the much higher gasoline prices that prevailed in 2010, it might have been
expected that driving alone would lose market share from 2000 (Figure 1). But this did not
—despite many media and academic claims that would or was already taking place—occur.

I haven’t dug through the entire ACS data pool, but I'll trust Cox’s figures are
accurate. It'd be nice if he offered some support for these “media and
academic claims.” And it’s fairly obvious that he hasn’t seen this chart, or he
simply ignored it:

http://www.forbes.com/sites/markbergen/2011/10/17/opposition-to-gas-tax-hurts-business/[10/19/2011 11:28:50 AM]

AdVoice: A Tale Of Three
Burgers

Infosys

Free Issue >

Most Popular

m People

Dropbox: The Inside Story Of Tech's
Hottest Startup

Places Companies

'Take This Lollipop' And Get Your Very
Own Creepy Facebook Stalker

How Dropbox Will Die

Paul Graham, Dropbox And The Single
Founder Exception

Apple Unveils the iPhone 4S, AKA the
"iPhone Rehash Edition"

+ show more

Mark Bergen
Contributor

+ Follow

| watch city things. After stints as an organizer in
L.A., Minneapolis and NYC, | worked as a
researcher for TPM and covered politics and culture
for Tablet Magazine. I've written about religion
for a few places, and | drop some gems for The
Awl. | co-founded City Ledes, an urban policy

—aElE tEme Al ] A mereel T 2 e s A

+ show more

MARK BERGEN’S POPULAR POSTS

S&P Drags Cities Into the Brave New World

A Sad End for Stephen Goldsmith

Occupy Wall Street Turns Violent, With Apparent
Police Abuse (VIDEO)

Obama Rental Plan May Work In Some Cities, But


http://ads.forbes.com/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.cgi/forbes.com/Business/sites/markbergen/2011/10/17/opposition-to-gas-tax-hurts-business//1617780398@AdController,x5,BigBanner,Block,x89,Loge,StoryLogo,x109,x87!Block?largeads=false&9069&9070&9029&9120&9121&9122&9123&9140&9139&9135&9151&9635&9125&9126&9141&9142&9147&9148
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1011/66093.html
http://www.newgeography.com/content/002484-surprise-higher-gas-prices-data-shows-more-solo-auto-commuting
http://www.newgeography.com/content/002484-surprise-higher-gas-prices-data-shows-more-solo-auto-commuting
http://www.forbes.com/washington
http://www.forbes.com/sites/victoriabarret/2011/10/18/dropbox-the-inside-story-of-techs-hottest-startup/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/davidcoursey/2011/10/18/how-dropbox-will-die/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/bruceupbin/2011/10/18/paul-graham-dropbox-and-the-single-founder-exception/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/benzingainsights/2011/10/04/apple-unveils-the-iphone-4s-aka-the-iphone-rehash-edition/
http://blogs.forbes.com/markbergen/
http://blogs.forbes.com/people/markbergen/?do=follow
http://www.tabletmag.com/author/mbergen/
http://www.religiondispatches.org/contributors/markbergen/
http://killingthebuddha.com/author/markbergen/
http://www.theawl.com/author/mark-bergen
http://www.theawl.com/author/mark-bergen
http://www.cityledes.com/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/markbergen/2011/08/10/sandp-drags-cities-into-the-brave-new-world-muni-bonds-downgrade/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/markbergen/2011/09/01/a-sad-end-for-stephen-goldsmith/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/markbergen/2011/10/05/occupy-wall-street-turns-violent-with-apparent-police-abuse/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/markbergen/2011/10/05/occupy-wall-street-turns-violent-with-apparent-police-abuse/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/markbergen/2011/08/16/obama-rental-plan-may-work-in-some-cities-foreclosure-housing/
http://blogs.forbes.com/markbergen/
http://blogs.forbes.com/people/markbergen/?do=follow
http://blogs.forbes.com/markbergen/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/victoriabarret/2011/10/18/dropbox-the-inside-story-of-techs-hottest-startup/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/kashmirhill/2011/10/18/take-this-lollipop-and-get-your-very-own-creepy-facebook-stalker/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/davidcoursey/2011/10/18/how-dropbox-will-die/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/bruceupbin/2011/10/18/paul-graham-dropbox-and-the-single-founder-exception/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/benzingainsights/2011/10/04/apple-unveils-the-iphone-4s-aka-the-iphone-rehash-edition/
http://blogs.forbes.com/markbergen/
http://ads.forbes.com/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.cgi/forbes.com/Business/sites/markbergen/2011/10/17/opposition-to-gas-tax-hurts-business//1617780398@AdController,x5,BigBanner,Block,x89,Loge,StoryLogo,x109,x87!BigBanner?largeads=false&9069&9070&9029&9120&9121&9122&9123&9140&9139&9135&9151&9635&9125&9126&9141&9142&9147&9148
http://ads.forbes.com/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.cgi/forbes.com/Business/sites/markbergen/2011/10/17/opposition-to-gas-tax-hurts-business//1617780398@AdController,x5,BigBanner,Block,x89,Loge,StoryLogo,x109,x87!StoryLogo?largeads=false&9069&9070&9029&9120&9121&9122&9123&9140&9139&9135&9151&9635&9125&9126&9141&9142&9147&9148
http://www.forbes.com/sites/victoriabarret/2011/10/18/dropbox-the-inside-story-of-techs-hottest-startup/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/kashmirhill/2011/10/18/take-this-lollipop-and-get-your-very-own-creepy-facebook-stalker/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/davidcoursey/2011/10/18/how-dropbox-will-die/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/bruceupbin/2011/10/18/paul-graham-dropbox-and-the-single-founder-exception/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/benzingainsights/2011/10/04/apple-unveils-the-iphone-4s-aka-the-iphone-rehash-edition/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/victoriabarret/2011/10/18/dropbox-the-inside-story-of-techs-hottest-startup/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/victoriabarret/2011/10/18/dropbox-the-inside-story-of-techs-hottest-startup/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/victoriabarret/2011/10/18/dropbox-the-inside-story-of-techs-hottest-startup/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/kashmirhill/2011/10/18/take-this-lollipop-and-get-your-very-own-creepy-facebook-stalker/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/kashmirhill/2011/10/18/take-this-lollipop-and-get-your-very-own-creepy-facebook-stalker/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/kashmirhill/2011/10/18/take-this-lollipop-and-get-your-very-own-creepy-facebook-stalker/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/davidcoursey/2011/10/18/how-dropbox-will-die/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/davidcoursey/2011/10/18/how-dropbox-will-die/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/bruceupbin/2011/10/18/paul-graham-dropbox-and-the-single-founder-exception/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/bruceupbin/2011/10/18/paul-graham-dropbox-and-the-single-founder-exception/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/bruceupbin/2011/10/18/paul-graham-dropbox-and-the-single-founder-exception/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/benzingainsights/2011/10/04/apple-unveils-the-iphone-4s-aka-the-iphone-rehash-edition/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/benzingainsights/2011/10/04/apple-unveils-the-iphone-4s-aka-the-iphone-rehash-edition/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/benzingainsights/2011/10/04/apple-unveils-the-iphone-4s-aka-the-iphone-rehash-edition/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://blogs.forbes.com/help/
http://blogs.forbes.com/wp-login.php?redirect_to=http://www.forbes.com/sites/markbergen/2011/10/17/opposition-to-gas-tax-hurts-business/
http://blogs.forbes.com/wp-signup.php?redirect_to=http://www.forbes.com/sites/markbergen/2011/10/17/opposition-to-gas-tax-hurts-business/
https://subs.forbesmagazine.com/loc/FRB/crownCHAN
http://www.forbes.com/sites/investor/2011/10/11/aging-and-investing-the-risk-of-cognitive-impairment/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/investor/2011/10/11/aging-and-investing-the-risk-of-cognitive-impairment/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/investor/2011/10/11/aging-and-investing-the-risk-of-cognitive-impairment/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/rogerkay/2011/09/20/when-machines-get-ahead-of-us/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/rogerkay/2011/09/20/when-machines-get-ahead-of-us/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/rogerkay/2011/09/20/when-machines-get-ahead-of-us/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/ciocentral/2011/09/27/unlocking-hidden-profits-with-big-data-analytics/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/ciocentral/2011/09/27/unlocking-hidden-profits-with-big-data-analytics/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/ciocentral/2011/09/27/unlocking-hidden-profits-with-big-data-analytics/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/infosys/2011/10/11/digital-consumer/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/infosys/2011/10/11/digital-consumer/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/infosys/2011/10/11/digital-consumer/
http://www.forbes.com/
http://www.forbes.com/business/
http://www.forbes.com/business/
http://www.forbes.com/investing/
http://www.forbes.com/investing/
http://www.forbes.com/technology/
http://www.forbes.com/technology/
http://www.forbes.com/entrepreneurs/
http://www.forbes.com/entrepreneurs/
http://www.forbes.com/opinions/
http://www.forbes.com/opinions/
http://www.forbes.com/leadership/
http://www.forbes.com/leadership/
http://www.forbes.com/lifestyle/
http://www.forbes.com/lifestyle/
http://www.forbes.com/lists/
http://www.forbes.com/lists/

Opposition to Gas Tax Hurts Business - Forbes

Not In All of Them 1,315 views

Muniball: Michael Lewis Takes a Swing At
Municipal Bonds 1,156 views

MORE FROM MARK BERGEN

N -

MoK 51.294(0)
Sey Mass, §1.17 ()
~R.l. §2.08 (0]}
Cann.51.88 ()

M. 51.08 (] ,
B b Mark’s News Stream

D.C.55.85 (@) [ showall activity (20) |

Comment 1 day ago
Aha! Totally unintentional [...]

on If Twitter Won't Work, Maybe Cincinnati
Should Let Chiquita Go

NeW POSt 1 day ago
" ';Z“;G' 5 - If Twitter Won't Work, Maybe Cincinnati Should

Let Chiquita Go
[ ] s100t051.90 [ ]s200t0s209 B s:.002n0 aoove

NeW POSt 2 days ago
J Opposition to Gas Tax Hurts Business

This figure, from the latest GAO report, pinged around the web last week. It
shows, quite clearly, that every U.S. state gets more in highway funds than Headline Grab » . .
they give back in federal gas taxes. If we think of the highway subsidy as a e o
sort of negative tax, which we should, then the explanation for the trend Cox www.economist.com

spots is equally clear: people are driving more because they are paid more to

do it. - - - - -Ia

Cox does tease out some interesting findings about a decline in carpooling.
But here’s the thrust of his policy argument: “There has been no sea-change
in commuting, even with the huge gasoline price increases.”

Factor in gas taxes, however, and this statement reads like an inflation scare
tactic. It's simply not true. Here’s a good summary of the reality from a Times
editorial:

Excise taxes on motor fuels account for nearly nine-tenths of the $37 billion trust fund. The
fund has lately required annual infusions from the Treasury Department to break even, and
its obligations are growing. The gas tax has not increased since 1993, and its buying power,
accounting for inflation, is now only 11 cents. Meanwhile, Americans are driving many more
miles, placing greater stresses on the highway system.

When state taxes are added in, Americans pay, on average, about 43 cents per gallon in
taxes — or about one-eighth the total price at the pump. That'’s still a bargain compared
with other industrial countries. Across Europe, drivers pay twice what Americans do at the
pump — and well over half of that is taxes. In Britain, the tax bite is more than $4 a gallon,
or 10 times what Americans pay.

And Ryan Avent shows, with the same ACS data Cox uses, that the ballooning
of highway funds hasn’t eased U.S. commute times.

Earlier last week, Cox warned against a gas tax hike in Maryland, suggesting
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that the state move more cautiously in its transit funding. The U.S.
Conference of Mayors also came out against a gas tax increase, but for a
different reason—they demanded that Federal resources first be redirected
from highway projects to city projects.

I understand their objection, and agree that transit funding needs to shift
from its anti-urban bias. But, realistically, that probably won’t happen
anytime soon. For now, the gas tax is the main vehicle for infrastructure
investment. Any resistance to adjusting the gas tax to where it should be is
just going to hurt Dulaney’s hopes for business.
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