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Groups propose 8-cent increase in gas tax
They say the additional revenue is needed to improve highways.

 Comments

A A

Iowa’s gasoline taxes would increase 8 cents per gallon and
registration fees for new vehicles by 20 percent under a legislative
proposal unveiled Wednesday by a bipartisan group of legislators
and advocacy organizations.

Gov. Terry Branstad has said he will not support an increase in the
gas tax this year, but the group is pushing forward anyway, saying
it would be irresponsible to delay massive road improvements and
jeopardize public safety.

The issue is expected to generate considerable interest in the
coming legislative session that begins Monday. Groups involved in
Wednesday’s event at the Capitol included the Iowa League of
Cities, the Iowa Farm Bureau and representatives of several labor

unions.

“I’m tired of just Iowans bearing this burden,”
said Sen. Tom Rielly, D-Oskaloosa,
chairman of the Senate Transportation
Committee. Rielly said 35 percent of large
truck traffic and 15 percent of passenger
cars are from outside of the state.

Rielly continued: “We’d like to take this
initiative right now and work with the
governor and work in a bipartisan way to put
people back to work, improve the safety of
our roads and get people from outside of the
state of Iowa to pay their fair share.”

The proposal would increase the gas tax by
4 cents next year and another 4 cents in
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LEAD SHOT: The legislature’s Administrative Rules
Review Committee agreed Wednesday to a joint House
and Senate resolution to nullify an administrative rule
that banned lead shot for hunting mourning doves. 
Opponents of lead shot say toxins in the pellets are
often consumed by birds and animals, poisoning them.
Some hunters contend the alternatives are more
expensive and harder to purchase. The legislature will
further consider the bill in the legislative session that
begins Monday. 
CHILDREN: Sen. Jack Hatch, D-Des Moines, unveiled
an $18 million proposal to increase state-assisted child
care, foster care, medical care and tobacco prevention
efforts in the state. “The claim by Governor Branstad
that our budget is in a crisis is bogus,” said Hatch,
chairman of the Senate human services budget
subcommittee. He said the current fiscal year will have
an ending balance of $340 million.
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2014, raising an estimated $180 million
annually when fully implemented. Registrations for new vehicles
would also increase from 5 to 6 percent this year.

The group would also like to apply additional fees to annual
registration costs for vehicles run by alternative fuels. Advocates
say such a fee is fair because those vehicles still use Iowa roads,
but pay little or no fuel taxes.

A citizens’ panel appointed by Branstad has recommended similar
increases to help the state meet a $215 million annual shortfall in
revenue to maintain Iowa’s road system.

But Branstad — when questioned by a tea party leader on a local
radio show in November — rejected the recommendation, saying
now is not the right time. He has instead asked the state’s
transportation department to find $50 million in savings through the
next year, which is the equivalent of 2½ cents per gallon.

Rep. David Tjepkes, R-Gowrie and chairman of the House
Transportation Committee, told road supporters that he hasn’t
specifically heard the governor threaten a veto should legislators
pass a gasoline tax increase.

Iowa has not raised its gasoline taxes since 1989, and highway
advocates say that has had an effect on the condition of
infrastructure. A report released in October by Transportation for
America, for example, said almost 22 percent of Iowa’s 24,722
bridges are “deficient.” The only states with a higher percentage of
deficient bridges are Pennsylvania and Oklahoma.
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