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Move To Raise Funds For Road, Infrastructure
Improvement
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Gas Tax May Increase Up To 10
Cents

As gas prices continue to climb, residents said the last thing they want is
an additional fee when they fill up their tank.

City officials said residents can soon be paying a gas tax increase of up to
10 cents per gallon.

Gov. Terry Branstad appointed 16 people to make up the Transportation
and Advisory Committee to evaluate state revenue versus the amount of
funding needed to improve roads and infrastructure.

After months of research and seven public hearings across the state, the
committee has proposed a gas tax increase of eight cents to 10 cents per
gallon.

"There is never a good time for a fee increase, but if we are using the
roads, we've got to make some critical decisions," said Scott Cirksena, of
the Transportation Advisory Committee.

"It has been let go for a long time now, which has created a larger problem
for us," Cirksena said.

A 10-cent tax hike would raise around $230 million in additional funding.
The committee members said that money is necessary to improve Iowa
roads, bridges and also rebuild miles of Interstate 29 that were destroyed
by Missouri river flooding in the summer.

"It's a pay-as-you-go system that we're charging the people who are using
the roadway system," Cirksena said.

But some people said a tax increase is the wrong answer.
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Iowa Tea Party Chairman Ryan Rhodes said it is the worst time to raise
the gas tax because people are struggling to pay for the high gas prices.

Rhodes said he acknowledges the dire need to fix roads and infrastructure,
but said the money should come from somewhere in the budget.

"There is nothing that says we can't use general fund when it's already a
bloated budget," Rhodes said.

Rhodes said he plans to send a letter to every legislator asking them to
vote no in the next legislative session on a bill that would increase gas tax.

Copyright 2011 by KCCI.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.
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sam23 [Profile]
Member
King Terry about 2 days after taking the throne said he wanted a 10 gas
tax. In typical fashion he gets a "bipartisan " committee controlled by
republicans to recommend it as cover.Remember the TAXANNE attack
when she recommended raising the state sales tax by 1 cent? Several
days after his reelection King Terry called for a temporary 1 cent state
sales tax, You are still paying it. He has built his career counting on your
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bad memory.No lottery! No Casinos! Need i go on?

chuck64 [Profile]
Member
I havent seen many fixed roads, I wonder where this money is going....I
think its great to fix the roads in desmoines but wait desmoines is not the
only town in the state....Kinda like they want to make the govenors
mansion more energy efficient. He has to wait for hot water to bathe. lets
put in a new hot water tank for him, wow look I just cut the budget!!!!!!!

Oct. 14, 2011 10:47am CST Inappropriate

soutsyd  [Profile]
Member
Why are we paying to replace I-29 which is a federal highway? How does
this improve the business climate in this state and make us more
competitive with the other states? This committee is merely a scapegoat
for the mustache to go back on his campaign promise to not raise taxes. I
guess you should be careful what you wish for come election time.

Oct. 14, 2011 10:29am CST Inappropriate

ProudUnion [Profile]
Member
Does our state government really care about any of us? NO!!!!! The
ecomony is so bad, people can't find work, they are running out of their
unemployment and now the state wants to tax the citizens even more.
What is wrong with you morons - WE CAN'T AFFORD TO KEEP PAYING
MORE AND MORE. What about the retired people - where would you like
them to get more money for you? STOP TAXING US EVERYTIME YOU
THINK WE NEED SOMETHING ELSE!!!!!!!

Oct. 14, 2011 10:19am CST Inappropriate
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