
GAS TAX: A governor-appointed committee reccommends a gas tax increase to fund road repairs - WHO

http://www.whotv.com/news/who-gas-tax-20111013,0,918089.story[10/14/2011 10:41:53 AM]

Comments
1

ConfirmRecommend 1 0

Home  > News

Krystle Kacner
Reporter
4:14 p.m. CDT, October 13, 2011

Home Weather Sports As Seen On 13 13 TV Guide Marketplace 13 Lifestyle Everything ElseNews

QUICK LINKS NYC "Occupy" Arrests Photos: Haunted House Scares Halloween Central Antenna TV WHOtv.com Photolink  

GAS TAX: A governor-appointed committee
reccommends a gas tax increase to fund road repairs

Governor Branstad is getting some support in calling for a gas tax
increase, but not everyone is on board with the plan.

A commission appointed by the governor recommends increasing
the state's gas tax by up to 10 cents a gallon.

Join us on Facebook!

The idea is that an increase at the pumps would pay for Iowa's road construction projects, but not everyone is
seeing eye to eye on the proposal.

"Our roads need a lot of repairs. I suppose if the vehicles are using the roads, if there was some way to be
sure those increased taxes are going for roads that would be good,” said Bobby Kovacich, from West Des
Moines.
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"We all have to drive that`s the problem. We don`t have a choice but to pay it,” said Jan Hildreth from Altoona.

Iowans seem to be split on a gas tax increase, but Tea Party Representatives say they know exactly which
direction they want votes to go.

"We’re going to be encouraging people to write legislators, call them, I know there's some emails already.
We're also going to ask them, for one year take, this off the table and look for different alternatives,” said Ryan
Rhodes, a Tea Party activist.

Ryan Rhodes says Iowans simply can't afford it right now.

“The gas tax is something that hits somebody every day in their daily lives,” said Rhodes.

Members of the Transportation 2020 Citizens Advisory Committee say there's never a good time for a fee
increase, but they say it's the best option to start fixing the roads as soon as possible.

"The public input in this process has given me a whole lot of confidence that the overwhelming message was
we're willing to pay our fair share to fix our roads,” said Scott Cirksena.

The committee, appointed by the governor, is made up of 12 citizens with different backgrounds and from
different parts of the state.

Scott Cirksena, a member of the group, and the mayor of Clive, says it only makes sense for the people who
use the roads to pay for them.

“A pay as you go kind of system with user fees that is focusing on the folks that use our roadway system as
opposed to those who do not, to do it in that way, and gasoline fuel and registrations fees fall in that
category,” said Cirksena.

The committee says the gas tax should go up 8 to 10 cents.

The recommendations go to the department of transportation, which will then write its request to the governor
and legislature.
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indiegal1 at 5:59 AM October 14, 2011
I Vote: NO !!  It Is a Daily Living Expense. With Todays Economy, The Prices at the Grocery Stores, No
Cost of Living Raises to SSI/SSD/SSDI recipients, ..... Need I go on? There IS other ways to Pay the
way to fix the roads. How bout Pay cuts for State and City workers.
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