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OurPosition: Politicians should not delay addressing Iowa’s infrastructure needs
Published: Sunday, October 16, 2011 12:14 AM CDT

A special committee appointed by Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad has recommended an 8- to 10-cents-per-gallon increase in
the state’s gasoline tax along with an increase in new vehicle registration fees to generate up to $280 million annually to
fund road repairs.

Supporters of the plan say the funds generated by the proposed higher fees would allow officials fix the worst roads.

“I don’t see any viable alternative,” Allan Thoms, one of the heads of the Governor’s Transportation 2020 Citizens Advisory
Commission, told the Associated Press.

The panel also recommended that the state review the gasoline tax every two years. The state’s current 22-cents-per-
gallon gasoline tax has not been increased since 1989. One cent goes toward cleaning leaking underground tanks, while
the other 21 cents pay for road work.

The panel’s recommendations, which include raising new vehicle registration fees from 5 percent to 6 percent of the
purchase cost, will be sent to the state’s Department of Transportation, which will decide what it seeks from the
Legislature.

“We heard overwhelmingly from people that we need money for roads,” Nancy Richardson, who co-heads the panel with
Thoms, said of a series of public hearings the group held statewide. “They think roads need work, and they’re
deteriorating.”

The panel’s recommendation echoed comments heard at a forum held here in September when numerous area residents
who attended called for a fuel tax increase – an increase of as much as 10 cents per gallon – as a way to increase funds
to meet the state’s growing need for highway and street repairs.

At that meeting, Council Bluffs’ Public Works Director Greg Reeder said the city should be spending $23 million annually
but is currently spending only $5 million for lack of available road-use tax funds.

Branstad said he wants to study the recommendations before taking a position.

“It is premature to take a stand on something until you know all the information,” Branstad said. “I would certainly
encourage legislators not to stake out a position until they know all of the facts.”

The facts are that Iowa Department of Transportation officials say – and have been saying for years – the state is facing
an annual $200 million – and growing – shortfall in infrastructure work. While increasing taxes is never a popular notion,
the recommendations for tax increases that were made public last week are the most equitable way of addressing those
needs.

Sen. Tom Rielly, D-Oskaloosa, who heads the Senate Transportation Committee, and Rep. Dave Tjepkes, R-Gowrie, who
heads the House Transportation Committee, said they will push for a tax increase. Other key lawmakers were more
cautious, and some conservatives warned against pushing an election-year tax increase.

Hopefully, common sense and the need to address the state’s burgeoning infrastructure needs will outweigh any threats –
or fears – of voter retribution. We elect politicians to do what’s best for the state, not to pad their re-election chances.
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