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DES MOINES -- Gov. Terry Branstad cautioned
state lawmakers Monday not to rule out a gas tax
increase or other options for raising revenue to
upgrade roads and fix bridges until a blue-ribbon
panel makes its recommendations later this year.

Branstad appointed the Transportation 2020
Citizens Advisory Committee to study the state's
critical transportation needs.

Committee members are slated to meet twice this
month to discuss feedback garnered during seven
public hearings held throughout lowa over the past
two months and to issue a report on lowa
transportation funding issues that will include
recommendations to the governor and the
Legislature to consider during the 2012 session.

A reoccurring theme from road-construction
interests, county engineers, business leaders and
others attending the public hearings was to raise
the state gas tax by up to 10 cents a gallon to fund
future transportation needs, but Ryan Rhodes -- an
lowa Tea Party leader -- said his group intends to
send letters this month to all 150 state legislators
urging them to pledge to oppose a gas tax increase
proposal next session.

"For right now in this economy as it sits, we're
asking the legislators not to support any gas tax
increase for the next 12 months," Rhodes said in
an interview. "It's a tax increase at a time we can't afford it. The best time to stop a bill is before it gets
written."

Terry Branstad

PHOTOS: SIOUXLAND ZOMBIE WALK | PHOTOS: MORNINGSIDE VS. DOANE | BLOG: CRYSTAL LAKE DREDGE | JAN. 3 CAUCUS | FLOODING

Follow Us: ."t':

Sponsored by:

e [/ Mary J. Treglia
{\ Community House

it

<
() ;
)gﬂﬁme \\ "Wine on a Dime"

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4
3

======= wagmm ' ($60 event ticket for $45)

Want more deals like this e-mailed to you daily?
REGISTER HERE

Most Popular

Siouxland Voice Most Read

Most Commented

In search of the scariest yard in
Siouxland

o

No Comments Posted

Democrats Wary Of Their

BEUSS Unpopular President

No Comments Posted

&4
T
T

Excerpt from Wayne LaPerre’s
Speech (Update 10/10/11)

(8) Comments

POINT

It's Not Easy Being 'Fancy’
Nancy Pelosi (Updated 10/8/2011)
(10) Comments

“EDEE

WHITE HOUSE IGNORED LEGAL
WARNINGS ON SOLYNDRA
(3) Comments

EDEE

More Blog Posts | Siouxland Voice Home

http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/article_5fald185-47e2-5322-8c8e-9d415cc56987.html#ixzz1aStmenrd[10/11/2011 11:02:30 AM]


http://siouxcityjournal.com/get-it
https://www-dot-siouxcityjournal-dot-com.bloxcms.com/users/login/?tp_rd=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.siouxcityjournal.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Farticle_5fa1d185-47e2-5322-8c8e-9d415cc56987.html&_dc=1318348869028PqAS0xFv
http://siouxcityjournal.com/users/signup/?tp_rd=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.siouxcityjournal.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Farticle_5fa1d185-47e2-5322-8c8e-9d415cc56987.html&_dc=1318348869028DEIvtKHB
http://siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://tweetmeme.com/story/6726886822/
javascript: popup();
javascript: popup();
javascript: popup();
javascript: popup();
http://siouxcityjournal.com/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/article_7790977a-0c53-11df-828a-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/article_7790977a-0c53-11df-828a-001cc4c03286.html?mode=comments
http://siouxcityjournal.com/search/?l=50&sd=desc&s=start_time&f=html&byline=By Rod BoshartJournal Des Moines Bureau
http://siouxcityjournal.com/search/?l=50&sd=desc&s=start_time&f=html&byline=By Rod BoshartJournal Des Moines Bureau
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/article_5fa1d185-47e2-5322-8c8e-9d415cc56987.html?mode=comments
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/article_5fa1d185-47e2-5322-8c8e-9d415cc56987.html?mode=comments
http://www.facebook.com/SiouxCityJournal
http://siouxcityjournal.com/twitter/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/app/rss/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/app/newsletters/
http://m.siouxcityjournal.com/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/apps/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/app/weather/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/app/weather/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/app/weather/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/app/weather/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/app/weather/?show=tenday
http://siouxcityjournal.com/app/weather/?show=closings
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/laurawehde/blog/in_search_of_the_scariest_yard_in_siouxland.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/laurawehde/blog/in_search_of_the_scariest_yard_in_siouxland.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/laurawehde/blog/in_search_of_the_scariest_yard_in_siouxland.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/democrats_wary_of_their_unpopular_president.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/democrats_wary_of_their_unpopular_president.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/democrats_wary_of_their_unpopular_president.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/ThePoint/blog/excerpt_from_wayne_laperres_speech_.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/ThePoint/blog/excerpt_from_wayne_laperres_speech_.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/ThePoint/blog/excerpt_from_wayne_laperres_speech_.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/its_not_easy_being_fancy_nancy_pelosi.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/its_not_easy_being_fancy_nancy_pelosi.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/its_not_easy_being_fancy_nancy_pelosi.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/white_house_ignored_legal_warnings_on_solyndra.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/white_house_ignored_legal_warnings_on_solyndra.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/white_house_ignored_legal_warnings_on_solyndra.html
http://my.siouxlandvoice.com/community/latestposts.htm
http://my.siouxlandvoice.com/
http://bit.ly/nTl6yJ
http://bit.ly/qALjHI
http://bit.ly/rjtNFL
http://bit.ly/ngEnGH
http://bit.ly/igmxSh
http://bit.ly/igmxSh
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/article_5fa1d185-47e2-5322-8c8e-9d415cc56987.html?mode=story
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/article_5fa1d185-47e2-5322-8c8e-9d415cc56987.html?mode=story
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/article_5fa1d185-47e2-5322-8c8e-9d415cc56987.html?mode=comments
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/article_5fa1d185-47e2-5322-8c8e-9d415cc56987.html?mode=comments
http://siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/b/f2/bf210eb4-8cb8-5604-8d8c-39cf5f7c6005/4e88f9da20c21.image.jpg
http://siouxcityjournal.upickem.net/engine/SplashDetails.aspx?contestid=19812&productid=3353261
http://siouxcityjournal.upickem.net/engine/SplashDetails.aspx?contestid=19812&productid=3353261
http://siouxcityjournal.upickem.net/engine/SplashDetails.aspx?contestid=19812&productid=3353261
http://siouxcityjournal.upickem.net/engine/SplashDetails.aspx?contestid=19812&productid=3353261
http://siouxcityjournal.upickem.net/engine/SplashDetails.aspx?contestid=19812&productid=3353261
http://siouxcityjournal.upickem.net/engine/splash.aspx?contestid=19812&cid=todaysdeal
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/laurawehde
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/TheEdge
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/ThePoint
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/TheEdge
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/TheEdge
http://siouxcityjournal.com/search/advanced/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/privacy/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/privacy/index.html#advertising
http://siouxcityjournal.com/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/sports/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/entertainment/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/lifestyles/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/opinion
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/obituaries/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/get-it/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/get-it/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/jobs/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/jobs/
http://siouxland.wheelsforyou.com/
http://siouxland.wheelsforyou.com/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/homes/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/homes/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/classifieds/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/classifieds/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/state-and-regional/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/business/local/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/sux911/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/iowacaucus/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/blogs/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/multimedia/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/national/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/weird-news/
http://gallery.pictopia.com/siouxcity/
http://siouxcityjournal.com/special-section/
http://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id=siouxcityjournal.com&placement=like_button&extra_1=http%3A%2F%2Fsiouxcityjournal.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Farticle_5fa1d185-47e2-5322-8c8e-9d415cc56987.html&extra_2=US
http://siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#most-read
http://siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#most-read
http://siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#most-commented
http://siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#most-commented
http://siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#qv-newest-members
http://siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#qv-newest-members
http://siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#qv-latest-photos
http://siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#qv-latest-photos

Branstad tells lawmakers not to rule out gas tax increase

Currently, lowa drivers are assessed 21 cents per gallon for regular gasoline, 19 cents per gallon for
ethanol-blended gasoline, and 22.5 cents per gallon for diesel fuel.

Branstad said he plans to "defer judgment” on whether he will support any boost in revenue flowing into
the state road-use tax fund until he receives the advisory panel's findings and recommendations.

The governor said he has heard from officials in counties and cities concerned about critical unmet
transportation needs and he supports a system in which transportation users fund the cost of
maintenance and improvements on a pay-as-you-go-basis, not by borrowing money.

Rep. David Tjepkes, R-Gowrie, chairman of the lowa House Transportation Committee and a nonvoting
member of the advisory panel, said he hoped lawmakers would not sign a tea party pledge to oppose a
state gas tax increase until they've received the panel's recommendations.

Copyright 2011 Sioux City Journal. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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