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Branstad tells lawmakers not to rule out gas
tax increase

By Rod Boshart Journal Des Moines Bureau | Posted: Monday, October 10, 2011 3:11 pm | 1
Comment

DES MOINES -- Gov. Terry Branstad cautioned
state lawmakers Monday not to rule out a gas tax
increase or other options for raising revenue to
upgrade roads and fix bridges until a blue-ribbon
panel makes its recommendations later this year.

Branstad appointed the Transportation 2020
Citizens Advisory Committee to study the state's
critical transportation needs.

Committee members are slated to meet twice this
month to discuss feedback garnered during seven
public hearings held throughout Iowa over the past
two months and to issue a report on Iowa
transportation funding issues that will include
recommendations to the governor and the
Legislature to consider during the 2012 session.

A reoccurring theme from road-construction
interests, county engineers, business leaders and
others attending the public hearings was to raise
the state gas tax by up to 10 cents a gallon to fund
future transportation needs, but Ryan Rhodes -- an
Iowa Tea Party leader -- said his group intends to
send letters this month to all 150 state legislators
urging them to pledge to oppose a gas tax increase
proposal next session.

"For right now in this economy as it sits, we're
asking the legislators not to support any gas tax
increase for the next 12 months," Rhodes said in

an interview. "It's a tax increase at a time we can't afford it. The best time to stop a bill is before it gets
written."
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Currently, Iowa drivers are assessed 21 cents per gallon for regular gasoline, 19 cents per gallon for
ethanol-blended gasoline, and 22.5 cents per gallon for diesel fuel.

Branstad said he plans to "defer judgment" on whether he will support any boost in revenue flowing into
the state road-use tax fund until he receives the advisory panel's findings and recommendations.

The governor said he has heard from officials in counties and cities concerned about critical unmet
transportation needs and he supports a system in which transportation users fund the cost of
maintenance and improvements on a pay-as-you-go-basis, not by borrowing money.

Rep. David Tjepkes, R-Gowrie, chairman of the Iowa House Transportation Committee and a nonvoting
member of the advisory panel, said he hoped lawmakers would not sign a tea party pledge to oppose a
state gas tax increase until they've received the panel's recommendations.
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