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Toll roads are not the solution to our highway tax needs

 Comments

A A

Regarding the letter on Nov. 16 by Ira Lacher about the kudos he

gave to the governor for not raising the gas tax in Iowa: His

obvious answer is to change Interstate Highway 80 and Interstate

Highway 35 into toll roads to remedy the cost of the repairs to our

highways.

This pay-as-you-go idea is as outdated as any I can think of.

Charging a toll on the interstate highways will do nothing short of

increasing traffic on the two-lane highways we now have that are

also in need of repair. If changing I-80 and I-35 into toll roads

solves our problems, then let’s change U.S. Highway 30, U.S.

Highway 20, U.S. Highway 69, etc., into toll roads, also. When will

this stop?

Increasing traffic on these roads is not the

answer. This will only lead to more head-

on collisions and ultimately more highway

deaths. More people will take the “free”

road rather than pay a toll.

Raising the gas tax is the only way feasible

to raise the funds to be able to repair our

roads. Nothing the state Legislature does

about this problem will be fair to everyone.

Highway traffic is only going to increase in

the future.

The interstate system was originally

designed as a national defense highway enabling our military to get

across the country as fast as possible, not only for us citizens to

save an hour or so while traveling.

— Kevin Garlick, Bondurant
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