Iowa’s Competitive Selection Processes for

JARC and New Freedom Projects 
Under Small Urbanized Areas and Non-urbanized Areas Apportionments of Respective Programs
Eligible Applicants:  
1) Consistent with Iowa’s Coordination Mandate, applicants are limited to urban or regional transit systems designated under Chapter 342A of the Iowa Code.  Other interested parties may partner with the designated transit systems to implement projects under these programs.  
2) Applicant must provide services within the areas covered by the respective apportionment.

Eligible Projects:  
1) Projects must involve activities which are eligible under the respective federal program.  
2)  Projects must be derived from the coordinated public transit/human service transportation planning process that in Iowa is called the Passenger Transportation Development Plan (PTDP).  (This means the need for any new project must be discussed in the section discussing unmet transportation needs or the project must be discussed as an existing project and the new or continuation project must be included in the recommended program or strategies for year one of the PTDP).

3)  Project must involve service within area covered by respective apportionment.

4)  Project must be programmed in appropriate year of local TIP.

Solicitation for applications: 
Announcement was made at the IPTA meeting in September 2006 that JARC and New Freedom applications for FFY07 funds would be due May 1, 2007, as part of Iowa’s Consolidated Transit Application, from transit systems serving small urbanized or non-urbanized areas of the state.  The solicitation announcement was then posted on the OPT website.  Application materials/instructions were posted to the website in December 2006 and their availability announced to the transit systems via e-mail.

Project Selection [JARC]:

1) Every effort is made to fund all eligible projects.

2)  Consideration is given to maintain continuity of previously funded projects.

3)  To the extent that there is insufficient funding to support all applications 

a) all projects will be reviewed for scaling possibilities; 

b) projects will be funded based on: 


i) the degree to which the project meets the intent of the JARC program, and 


ii) the degree to which the project benefits the overall public transit program 


    (open-to-the-public, etc.)

Project Selection [New Freedom]:

Each transit system covered by the two state-administered New Freedom apportionments is given, in advance, a “mark” based on their percentage of the total elderly and disabled population within the areas covered by the apportionment and their percentage of rides provided to elderly or disabled passengers by systems covered by the apportionment.

If every eligible transit system proposed eligible projects and requested funding equaling or exceeding their “mark”, each system would be awarded an amount approximately equal to their “mark”.   To the extent that any system(s) do not request funding, or request funding at a level below their mark or propose projects deemed not to be eligible, those unused funds can be awarded to systems requesting more than their “mark”, based on OPT’s determination of the relative merit of the projects.  
Should all funds not be awarded as a result of the initial solicitation a second solicitation will be held later in the year.
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