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New Freedom Application Guidance
· This is a program from the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) to fund new projects (not in operation or ever programmed prior to Aug. 10, 2005) that go beyond minimums established by the Americans with Disabilities Act.
· Expands services to persons with disabilities
· Did not exist prior to August 10, 2005
· Provides formula allocations to:
· Each Urbanized Area (UZA) with a population over 200,000

· Each State for:
· UZA’s with a population under 200,000

· Rural systems
· A competitive application process is required within each allocation
· Projects must derive from a “coordinated plan” (Passenger Transportation Plan [PTP] in Iowa) and must be programmed in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)/State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)

· Mobility Manager projects are not eligible for fellowships. Costs for travel (conferences, training, meetings) should be included in the detailed budget section of the application. 

Click here for a copy of the Iowa Department of Transportation’s Office of Public Transit Selection Process for Small Urbanized areas and Non-urbanized Areas.

Metro selection processes will be announced by local designated recipients. (Des Moines UZA – DART, Quad Cities UZA – BiState Regional Planning Commission, Omaha-Council Bluffs – Metropolitan Area Planning Agency).
Contracts for projects selected for funding will run from October 1st through September 30th. 
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