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TECHNICAL TRAINING & CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

GENERAL

The purpose of the Technical Training & Certification Program is to ensure Quality Control
(QC)/Quiality Assurance (QA) and Acceptance of Aggregates, Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA), Portland
Cement Concrete (PCC), Soils, Erosion Control, Precast and Prestressed Concrete, and
Pavement Profiles and to ensure proper documentation of quality control/quality assurance and
acceptance procedures and test results by industry and Contracting Authority personnel.

This Instructional Memorandum (IM) explains the requirements to become certified and to
remain certified to perform inspection and testing in the State of lowa. This IM also describes
the duties, responsibilities and the authority of persons assigned the position of Certified
Technician in any of the above areas for construction or maintenance projects. Appendix C of
this IM lists what tests and procedures the technician is qualified to perform for each level of
certification they obtain.

Through a cooperative program of training, study, and examination, personnel of the
construction industry, State DOT, and other Contracting Authorities will be able to provide
guality management and certified inspection. Quality control/quality assurance and acceptance
sampling, testing and inspection will be performed by certified personnel and documented in
accordance with the IMs.

A technician who is qualified and holds a valid certification(s) shall perform quality control/quality
assurance and acceptance at a production site, proportioning plant, or project site.
Responsibilities cannot be delegated to non-certified technicians. The duties of a Certified
Technician may be assigned to one or more additional Certified Technicians.

The Technical Training & Certification Program will be carried out in accordance with general
policy guidelines established or approved by the Highway Division Director. A Board of
Certification composed of the following members will advise the Director:

Director — Office of Construction and Materials

Representative of District Materials Engineers**

Representative of District Construction Engineers**

Representative of Associated General Contractors (AGC of lowa)
Representative of lowa Concrete Paving Association (ICPA)
Representative of Asphalt Paving Association of lowa (APAI)
Representative of lowa Ready Mixed Concrete Association (IRMCA)
Representative of lowa Limestone Producers Assaociation (ILPA)
Representative of County Engineers

Representative of American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC-lowa)
Coordinator of Technical Training & Certification Program**

** Appointed by Program Director

The Director of the Office of Construction and Materials will be the Program Director.
Coordinators will be appointed by the Program Director to assist in administration of the
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program and to handle such planning, administration, and coordinating functions as may be
needed.

TRAINING

The lowa DOT or an agency approved by the Program Director will provide the training
necessary to become certified. Producers/Contractors are encouraged to conduct their own
pretraining program. A complete listing of training opportunities is available at the Technical
Training & Certification Program website, www.iowadot.gov/training/ttcp.html.

CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

1. A candidate must attend lowa DOT course instruction and pass the examination(s) for all
levels of certification prepared and presented by the Program Director or someone
designated by the Program Director. If the new candidate fails the examination, they will
have one opportunity to retake the examination. The retake must be completed within six
months of the original exam. If they fail the retake of the examination, they will need to
attend the training again before taking the examination the third time. If an individual is
recertifying they will have only one opportunity to take the examination. If they fail the
examination they must take the applicable training before retaking the examination.

2. All prerequisites shall be met before the applicant may attend the next level of training for
the certification desired. A listing of certification levels and prerequisites is located in
Appendix A.

3. Once the candidate has met all the criteria and has received certification, it is recommended
the Certified Technician work under the supervision of an experienced technician until they
become efficient in the inspection and testing methods they will be performing.

An individual requesting to become certified as a Precast/Prestress Concrete Technician is
required to obtain forty hours of experience assisting in quality control inspection at an
approved plant before certification will be issued. The experience must be documented and
shall be approved by the District Materials Engineer. This experience must be completed
within two years from the date the individual attended the training.

4. Registered Professional Engineers, engineering graduates, and geology graduates from
accredited institutions will be exempt from the training requirement in the areas they have
had instruction. In order to obtain certification for any technical level, these persons must
pass all applicable tests for the level of certification they wish to obtain. All certificates
issued in accordance with these requirements will be subject to the same regulations
concerning expiration, recertification, etc., as applies to certificates obtained via training and
examinations.

5. Technicians will be issued certifications by reciprocity when the following criteria are met:
a. The applicant must be certified in another state or certification program determined
equivalent by the Program Director or someone designated by the Program Director, in

each level of certification they are requesting.

b. The applicant must pass an examination for each level of certification desired, which will
be administered by the lowa Department of Transportation. Failure of the examination
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shall require the applicant to take the applicable schooling before they can retake the
exam.

c. The applicant must follow the prerequisite requirements of the Technical Training &
Certification Program.

Reciprocity requests should be made through the Technical Training and Certification office in
Ames. Copies of all the applicant’s certifications will be required.

CERTIFICATION

Upon successfully completing the requirements for certification, the Program Director will issue
a pocket certification card. The certification is not transferable. A certification shall be valid for
five years.

CERTIFICATION IDENTIFICATION
The certification card will identify the certificate holder, their certification number, the level(s) of
certification, and the expiration date of each level.

RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATION

A certification shall be valid through December 31* of the fifth year. A 90-day grace period will
be allowed. If the individual has not renewed their certification within the 90-day grace period,
they are automatically decertified. The individual may obtain certification by taking the
examination for the level of certification they are requesting. If the individual does not take the
examination within one year after their certification(s) expire, i.e., 12/31/expiration year, they
must retake all applicable schooling and pass the examinations. If an applicant becomes
decertified in any level of certification and that certification is a prerequisite for other levels of
certification the applicant will also be decertified in those related levels of certification.

All certified technicians will be required to pass an examination in each level of certification they
hold before recertification will be issued. Failure of any level shall require the applicant to retake
the applicable schooling and pass the test.

The certificate holder shall be responsible for applying for certification renewal and for
maintaining a current address on file.

Technicians certified as Level | HMA and/or Level Il PCC shall attend a minimum of two update
classes each in the five-year period between certification and each recertification. Technicians
certified in Erosion Control must take one update class in the five-year period between
certification and each recertification. The lowa DOT or an agency or organization approved by
the TTCP will hold these classes. These update classes will be listed on the TTCP website, or
the certified technician may contact the lowa DOT for information. The updates are also
available as web based courses. If an individual does not attend the update class required
before their certification expires, they must take the entire schooling and pass the examination
for the certification required.

The certified technician will not receive credit for the following:
1. More than one update per training season in each level of certification.

2. An update taken during the same training season in which the individual certifies or
recertifies.
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UNSATISFACTORY PERFORMANCE NOTICE

A certified technician failing to perform the required specified duties or inadequately performing
these duties, will receive an Unsatisfactory Notice (Office of Materials IM 213, Appendix B).The
notice will be from the District Materials Engineer in the District where the failure occurred. This
notice and all supporting documentation will be placed in the technician’s permanent file with the
District Materials Office in which the technician resides. The notice will also be placed on the
statewide computer file. The notice will remain in their file for five years. The notice may be
removed prior to the five years upon the recommendation of the District Materials Engineer.

SUSPENSION

A technician receiving two Unsatisfactory Work Performance Notices for work performed under
a specific certification will be given a three-month suspension of the applicable certification.
Suspended technicians shall not perform any duties governed by the suspended certification,
including any duties which require the suspended certification as a prerequisite.

Technicians are eligible to be reinstated after the three-month suspension and successful
completion of the applicable recertification test(s).

Technicians are subject to decertification when they receive a third Unsatisfactory Performance
Notice.

The suspension will be effective on the date the Program Director issues the suspension.

DECERTIFICATION
Certified Technicians will be decertified for any of the following reasons:

Certifications will be revoked for the following reasons:
1. Failure of the certificate holder to renew the certificate prior to regular expiration as
described above.

2. Use of false or fraudulent information to secure or renew a certificate.

3. Use of false or fraudulent documentation by the certificate holder.

4. Use of misleading, deceptive, untrue or fraudulent representations by the certificate holder.

5. Not performing tests and technician duties properly and in accordance to specifications.

6. Cheating on certification exams or performance evaluations. This includes removing or
attempts to remove exam questions, answers, or other exam materials from the testing
location.

7. Receipt of 3 Unsatisfactory Performance notifications, as stated above under suspension.

The Program Director, or designee, will notify an individual in writing of the intent to suspend or
revoke the individual’s certification(s). Notice will also be sent to the technician’s last known
employer. For DOT employees, notice will also be sent to their immediate supervisor.

An individual's certifications will be suspended during the appeal process and the individual
can’t perform any duties governed by the certification during this time until the first day following
the end of the appeal process, described below.




October 18, 2016 Matls. IM 213
Supersedes April 19, 2016

Technicians that are decertified shall not perform any duties requiring certification.

APPEALS & REINSTATEMENT REQUESTS

An individual has 10 business days to respond to the revocation notice. If the individual fails to
respond with an appeal within 10 days of receipt of the original revocation notice, the
suspension or revocation becomes effective on the 10" day.

Appeal step 1: First step appeals will be heard by the program director and a representative
panel. The individual will have an opportunity to present information to support their continued
certification to the panel. The Program Director and representative panel will then render a
written decision, taking into account the technician’s actions or omissions, the existence of past
infractions, and any mitigating factors. This step 1 appeal will become final if further action is
not taken as described in appeal step 2 and the suspension or revocation will become effective
on the day the decision is issued by the panel.

Appeal step 2: If the individual is not satisfied with the decision of the Program Director and
representative panel, the individual shall, within 10 days of receipt of the written decision, submit
a request for further review to the Program Director. This appeals request will be considered by
the entire Certification Board. The decision of the Certification Board will be the final decision
on behalf of Technical Training & Certification Program.

Any violation will remain on the violator’s record for five years, at which time the violation will be
removed from their record.

A technician may request reinstatement after one year of being decertified unless the Program
Director authorized a shorter period of time, which shall not be less than three months. If a
reinstatement is authorized, the individual must attend and successfully complete the applicable
certification courses.

FUNCTIONS & RESPONSIBILITES

A certificate holder at each production site, project site, proportioning plant, or laboratory will
perform duties. The certified technician shall perform quality control testing in accordance with
specified frequencies and submit designated reports and records.

The specification requirement for materials testing by a certified technician does not change the
supplier’s responsibilities to furnish materials compliant with the specification requirements.

The District Materials Engineer and/or Project Engineer will be responsible for monitoring the
sampling, testing, production inspection activities and quality control performed by the
contractor. A monitor shall have satisfactorily completed the training and be certified for the level
of technician they are monitoring.

The District Materials Engineer and/or Project Engineer will have authority and responsibility to
guestion and where necessary, require changes in operations and quality control to ensure
specification requirements are met.

QUALITY CONTROL, TESTING, & DOCUMENTATION

The QC Technician shall be present whenever construction work related to production activity,
such as stockpiling or other preparatory work, requires record development and/or
documentation is in progress. The QC Technician’s presence is normally required on a
continuing basis beginning one or more days before plant operation begins and ending after
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plant shut down at the completion of the project. The work shall be performed in a timely
manner and at the established frequencies.

The QC Technician’s presence is not normally required during temporary plant shut downs
caused by conditions, such as material shortages, equipment failures, or inclement weather.

All quality control activities and records shall be available and open for observation and review
by representatives of the contracting authority.

Reports, records, and diaries developed during progress of construction activities will be filed as
directed by the Contracting Authority and will become the property of the Contracting Authority.

Quality control activities, testing, and records will be monitored regularly by Contracting
Authority representatives. The Project Engineer or District Materials Engineer will assign
personnel for this function.

Monitor activities will be reported and filed at prescribed intervals with the Project Engineer,
District Materials Engineer, producer, contractor, and the contractor’'s designated producer.

At no time will the monitor inspector issue directions to the contractor, or to the QC Technician.
However, the monitor inspector will have the authority and responsibility to question, and where
necessary, reject any operation or completed product, which is not in compliance with contract
requirements.

ACCEPTANCE

Completed work will be accepted on the basis of specification compliance documented by
acceptance test records, and monitor inspection records. Specification noncompliance will
require corrective action by the producer, contractor, or by the contractor’s designated producer,
and review of events and results associated with noncompliance by the Project Engineer.
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CERTIFICATION LEVEL

Level | Aggregate

Level Il Aggregate

Level | PCC**
Level Il PCC
Level Il PCC

CERTIFICATION LEVELS

TITLE

AGGREGATE

Certified Sampling Technician
Certified Aggregate Technician

PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE

PCC Testing Technician
PCC Plant Technician

PCC Mix Design Technician

PRE-REQUISITES

None

Level | Aggregate

None

Level Il Aggregate &
Level | PCC

Level Il PCC

**American Concrete Institute (ACI) Grade | certification will be acceptable as a portion of the

Level | PCC training.

HMA Sampler
Level | HMA
Level Il HMA

Profilograph

Prestress

Soils

Erosion Control

HOT MIX ASPHALT

HMA Sampler
HMA Technician
HMA Mix Design Technician

PROFILOGRAPH

Profilograph Technician

PRESTRESS

Prestress Technician

SOILS

Soils Technician

EROSION CONTROL

Erosion Control Technician

None
Level Il Aggregate
Level | HMA

None

Level | PCC or

ACI Grade |

If the technician will
be performing
gradations, they will
need to be Aggregate
Level lI- certified.

None

None
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UNSATISFACTORY PERFORMANCE NOTICE

Issued To: Date:

This notice is to inform you that your performance as a Certified Inspector/Technician was
unsatisfactory for the reason(s) listed below.

This notice will be placed in your permanent file with the District Materials Office in which you
reside. It will also be placed on the statewide computer file.

The goal of the Technical Training and Certification Program (TTCP) is to work with contractors,

producers, cities, and counties to continually improve the quality of lowa’s construction projects.
We hope you will work with us to achieve this goal.

Unsatisfactory Performance:

District Materials Engineer

cc: Program Director —Construction and Materials Engineer, Ames
TTCP Coordinator
Resident Construction Engineer
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CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS QUALIFICATIONS

Tests and Procedures the Certified Technician is qualified to perform for each level of
certification.

LEVEL | AGGREGATE

IM 204 - Inspection of Construction Project Sampling & Testing (when material is
incorporated)

IM 209, App. C - Aggregate Specification Limits & Sampling & Testing Guide (when material
is produced)

IM 301 - Aggregate Sampling Methods

IM 336 — Methods of Reducing Aggregate Field Samples to Test Samples

LEVEL Il AGGREGATE

IM 210 — Production of Certified Aggregate From Reclaimed Roadways

IM 216 - Guidelines for Verifying Certified Testing Results

IM 302 - Sieve Analysis of Aggregates

IM 306 - Determining the Amount of Material Finer Than #200 (75um) Sieve in Aggregate
IM 307 - Determining Specific Gravity of Aggregate

IM 308 - Determining Free Moisture & Absorption of Aggregate

IM 336 - Methods of Reducing Aggregate Field Samples to Test Samples

IM 344 - Determining the Amount of Shale in Fine Aggregate

IM 345 - Determining the Amount of Shale in Coarse Aggregate

IM 368 — Determining the Amount of Clay Lumps & Friable Particles in Coarse Aggregate
IM 409 — Source Approvals for Aggregate

LEVEL | PCC

IM 204 - Inspection of Construction Project Sampling & Testing

IM 208 - Materials Laboratory Qualification Program

IM 216 - Guidelines for Verifying Certified Testing Results

IM 315 - Method of Protecting, Curing, Making & Testing Concrete Cylinders
IM 316 - Flexural Strength of Concrete

IM 317 - Slump of Hydraulic Cement Concrete

IM 318 - Air Content of Freshly-Mixed Concrete by Pressure

IM 327 - Sampling Freshly-Mixed Concrete

IM 328 - Making, Protecting, and Curing Concrete Flexural Specimens

IM 340 - Weight Per Cubic Foot, Yield, & Air Content (Gravimetric) of Concrete
IM 347 — Measuring Length of Drilled Concrete Cores

IM 383 - Testing the Strength of PCC Using the Maturity Method

IM 385 - Temperature of Freshly-Mixed Concrete

IM 525 - Designing Flowable Mortar

lowa 410-B - Method of Test for Flow of Grout Mixtures

AASHTO T97 - Third Point Loading
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LEVEL Il PCC

e IM 527 - Paving Plant Inspection
o IM 528 - Structural Concrete Plant Inspection
e IM 529 - PC Concrete Proportions

LEVEL Il PCC

e [M 530 - Quality Management & Acceptance of PC Concrete Pavement
o IM 531 - Test Method for Combining Aggregate Gradations
IM 532 - Aggregate Proportioning Guide for Portland Cement Concrete Pavement

HMA SAMPLER

e IM 320 — Method of Sampling Compacted Asphalt Mixtures

e IM 321 — Method of Test for Compacted Density of Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) (Displacement
Method)

e [M 322 - Method of Sampling Uncompacted Hot Mix Asphalt

o IM 323 - Method of Sampling Asphaltic Materials

LEVEL | HMA

IM 204 - Inspection of Construction Project Sampling & Testing

IM 208 - Materials Laboratory Qualification Program

IM 216 - Guidelines for Verifying Certified Testing Results

IM 320 - Method of Sampling Compacted Asphalt Mixtures

IM 321 - Method of Test for Compacted Density of Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) (Displacement)

IM 322 - Method of Sampling Uncompacted Hot Mix Asphalt

IM 323 - Method of Sampling Asphaltic Materials

IM 325G - Method of Test for Determining the Density of Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) Using the
Superpave Gyratory Compactor (SGC)

IM 337 - Determining Thickness of Completed Courses of Base, Subbase, & Hot Mix Asphalt

IM 350 - Maximum Specific Gravity of Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) Mixtures

IM 357 - Preparation of Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) Mix Samples for Test Specimens

IM 501 - Asphaltic Terminology, Equations & Example Calculations

IM 508 - Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) Plant Inspection

IM 509 - Tank Measurement & Asphalt Cement Content Determination

IM 511 - Control of Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) Mixtures
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LEVEL Il HMA

¢ IM 380 - Vacuum-Saturated Specific Gravity & Absorption of Combined or Individual
Aggregate Sources

IM 510 - Method of Design of Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) Mixes

AASHTO T176 - Plastic Fines in Graded Aggregate & Soils by use of Sand Equivalent Test

AASHTO T304 - Uncompacted Void Content of Fine Aggregate

ASTM D 4791 - Flat Particles, Elongated Patrticles, or Flat & Elongated Particles in Coarse
Aggregate

o AASHTO T283 Resistance of Compacted Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) to Moisture-Induced

Damage

PROFILOGRAPH

e IM 341 - Determining Pavement & Bridge Ride Quality
PRESTRESS

e IM 570 - Precast & Prestressed Concrete Bridge Units

SOILS

e IM 309 — Determining Standard Proctor Moisture Density Relationship of Soils
e IM 312 — Sampling of Soils for Construction Project

e |M 335 — Determining Moisture Content of Soils

o ASTM D-2937 — Field density by drive-cylinder method
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AGGREGATE TECHNICIAN DUTIES

Duties of the Aggregate Technician are detailed in IM 209 and the IM 300 Series and consist of,
but are not limited to the following:

A. Sampling
1. Obtain representative samples by approved method(s).
2. Sample at required frequencies.
3. ldentify samples with pertinent information such as:
a. Type of material
b. Intended use
c. Production beds working depth
d. Sampling method
4. Reduce samples by approved method(s).
B. Gradation Testing
1. Follow appropriate testing methods.
2. Maintain current applicable specifications.
3. Post test results within 24 hours of sampling.
C. Other Testing as required (specific gravity, moisture, deleterious material, etc.)
1. Follow appropriate testing methods.
2. Maintain current applicable specifications.
3. Complete required reports.
D. Sampling & Testing Equipment
1. Clean and check testing sieves for defects.
2. Assure scale accuracy.
3. Maintain sampling and testing equipment.

E. Communication
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Notify the District Materials office for production start-up or changes.
Relay test results to appropriate production or supervisory personnel.

Report failing test results immediately to appropriate personnel (including District
Materials office) and assure remedial actions are taken.

F. General

4.

5.

Monitor stockpiling procedures to avoid contamination and excess segregation.
Assure proper identification of stockpiles.

Assure specification requirements for intended use are met before shipment.
Assure sampling locations are safe.

Assure proper bedding planes or production depths are maintained.

G. Documentation

1.

2.

Report all production test results of certified aggregates on Form #821278 and distribute
as required.

Assure “plant production log” is maintained.
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PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE (PCC) TECHNICIAN DUTIES
PAVING & STRUCTURAL CONCRETE

The Quality Control Technician shall have no other duties while performing certified inspection
duties. Refer to IM 528 for exceptions. The District Materials Engineer may approve all quality
control activities be performed by a single certified technician for low production situations.

Many of the duties of the PCC Level Il Technician are detailed in IM 527 (Paving) and IM 528
(Structural) and consist of, but are not limited to the following:

A. Stockpiles
1. Assure proper stockpiling procedures.
2. Prevent intermingling of aggregates.
3. Prevent contamination.
4. Prevent segregation.
B. Plant Facilities
1. Assure safe sampling locations.
2. Check for equipment compliance.
3. Assure proper laboratory location and facilities.
C. Calibration
1. Be present during calibration (paving).
2. Check plant calibration (structural).
3. Assure proper batch weights.
D. Cement (Fly Ash) & Aggregate Delivery
1. Check for proper sources and certification.
2. Document quantities delivered.
3. Monitor condition of shipments.
E. Plant Sampling

1. Check aggregate gradations by obtaining, splitting, and testing samples.
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2. Check aggregate moistures and specific gravity.
F. Proportion Control
1. Check scale weights and operation.
2. Check admixture dispensers.
3. Check mixing time and revolutions.
4. Check cement yield. (Paving plant only, unless over 10,000 cu. yds.)
G. Concrete Tests
1. Cure flexural test specimens.
2. Test flexural specimens (Contract agency will perform test in structural plant).
3. Conduct maturity testing.
H. Test Equipment

1. Clean and maintain scales, screens, pycnometers and beam molds, and laboratory
facility.

I.  Documentation
1. Prepare daily plant reports (paving), weekly plant reports (structures).
2. Document all checks and test results in the field book.

3. Maintain daily diary of work activity.
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HOT MIX ASPHALT (HMA) TECHNICIAN INSPECTION DUTIES

The following is a list of the duties that must be performed by the Certified Level | HMA
Technicians doing quality control work for the Contractor on all projects where the Quality
Management-Asphalt (QM-A) specification applies. The Quality Control Technician shall have
no other duties while performing certified inspection duties.

These duties consist of, but are not limited to, the following:
A. Aggregate Stockpiles.

1. Assure proper stockpiling of aggregate deliveries. (stockpile build & additions)
(IM 508)

Prevent intermingling of aggregates.

Check for and prevent contamination.

Prevent segregation.

Check for oversize material.

aoow

2. Document certified aggregate deliveries. (each delivery) (IM 508). When the
aggregate supplier can provide a summary document of all deliveries, do not enter
into Plant Book.

Obtain truck tickets.

Check for proper certification.

Check for proper approved source.

Enter deliveries in Plant Book Program when other documentation cannot be
provided, Aggregate Certification page.

apow

3. Observe loader operation. (daily) (IM 508)

a. Check for proper stockpile to bin match-up.
b. Check that loader does not get stockpile base material in load.
c. Check that loader does not intermingle aggregate by overloading bins.

B. Asphalt Binder Delivery. (each delivery) (IM 508 & 509)
1. Check that material is pumped into correct tank.
2. Document Deliveries.

Obtain truck tickets.

Check for proper approved source.

Check for proper certification.

Check for proper grade.

Check for addition of liquid anti-strip if required.

Check if weight per gallon or specific gravity has changed.
Enter deliveries into Plant Report Program.

@~oooow
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C. Plant Operations. (daily)

1. Prepare Plant Report Program for daily entries. (IM 511)

n

w

»

o

apow

Enter Date.

Enter Report Number.

Enter expected tonnage for the day.

Enter any proportion or target changes that apply.

Aggregate Delivery System. (IM 508)

aoow

Check for proper cold feed gate settings.

Check for proper cold feed belt speed settings.
Check for proper moisture setting (drum plants).
Monitor RAP proportions.

Mixing System. (Article 2303.03, IM 508)

aoow

Check for proper asphalt binder delivery setting.
Check for proper interlock operation.

Monitor coating of aggregates.

Monitor mixing time (batch plants).

Loading System. (Article 2303.03 & 2001.01, IM 508)

Check hopper/silo gates for proper open/close

Check trucks for proper loading and possible segregation.

Check trucks for diesel fuel contamination in box and remove contaminated
trucks from service (5 hrs with box raised).

Asphalt Binder Quantity Determination.

a.

b.

Obtain totalizer printout readings and periodically check against tank stick
readings.

If using batch count for quantity, obtain printouts of each batch and add up
the asphalt binder used for total quantity.

D. Plant Operations. (2 hour intervals) (IM 508)

1. Temperatures.

a.
b.
c.

Monitor and record mix temperature at discharge into truck box.
Monitor and record asphalt binder temperature.
Monitor and record air temperature.

2. Observe plant operation for any irregularities.

E. Weighing Equipment.
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1. Proportioning scales (batch plants). (min. 1/day) (Articles 2001.07 & 2001.20)
(IM 508)
a. Perform sensitivity checks of scales.
b. Check for interference at scale pivot points.

2. Pay Quantity Scales. (min. 1/day) (Articles 2001.07 & 2001.20, IM 508)
a. Regularly perform check weighing comparisons with a certified scale as
necessary. (min. 1% day and one additional if >5000 tons, and as directed by
Engineer)
b. Perform sensitivity checks of scales.
c. Check for interference at scale pivot points.
d. Perform verification weighing (truck platform scales).

3. Weigh Belts. (daily)

a. Check weigh belt for excess clinging fines that effects speed reading.
b. Check weigh belt for interference at bridge pivot points.
c. Check for proper span setting.

4. Enter scale checks in Plant Report Program. (daily)
F. Plant Sampling. (daily) (Article 2303.04, IM 204 & 511)

1. Obtain cold-feed gradation samples as directed by Contracting Authority personnel
per IM 301and IM 204.

2. Obtain asphalt binder samples as directed by Contracting Authority personnel per IM
323 and IM 204.

3. Obtain cold-feed moisture samples at a minimum of every % day (drum mix plants).
G. Field Sampling (if not performed by others). (daily) (Article 2303.04, IM 204 & 511)

1. Obtain uncompacted mix random samples as directed by Contracting Authority
personnel, and identify time, station, lift and side.

2. Obtain compacted mix core random samples as directed by Contracting Authority
personnel.

H. Testing. (daily) (Article 2303.04, IM 204 & 511)
1. Field cores.

a. Provide properly calibrated equipment for Contracting Authority technician’s
use.

b. Obtain and record core location station and offset information.

c. Obtain copy of core thickness measurements from Contracting Authority
Technician.
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d. Obtain copy of core weights from Contracting Authority technician.
e. Record weights and thickness in Plant Report Program.

2. Uncompacted mix.

Properly store Contracting Authority secured portion of paired sample.

Split Contractor half of paired sample into test portions as per IM 357.
Perform gyratory compaction as per IM 325G.

Perform bulk specific gravity test of laboratory-compacted specimen as per
IM 321.

Perform maximum specific gravity test as per IM 350.

Enter test data into Plant Report Program.

g. Submit secured samples to DOT District Lab.

apow

o

3. Aggregate.

a. Split one sample each day as directed by Contracting Authority personnel
and provide half for testing by Contracting Authority.

b. Perform gradation analysis as per IM 302 and enter weights into Plant Report
Program.

c. Perform moisture tests and produce results upon request.

4. Testing Lab Qualification. (as needed) (IM 208 & 511)

Record all HMA sample validations with DOT on form 235.
Document corrective actions taken when not correlating.
Document all test equipment calibrations.

Update IM'’s, test procedures and specs as required.

aoow

I. Documentation. (daily) (Article 2303.04, IM 204, 511 & 508)
The Plant Report, Chart, Plant Book, and other HMA worksheets are available on the following
website: http://www.iowadot.gov/Construction Materials/hma.html

1. Prepare computerized Daily Plant Report.

Check that all data is correct.

Check that all data is complete.

Compute tons of mix used to date.

Enter mix adjustment data on report.

Check for spec compliance.

Immediately report non-complying results.

Obtain and record mat temperatures and stationing.
Provide electronic daily Plant Report to DME.

S@mPo0Ty

2. Maintain a daily diary of work activity in Plant Report Program.

a. Record weather conditions.
b. Record daily high and low temperatures.
¢. Record sunrise and sunset times.
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d. Record any interruptions to plant production.
e. Record any other significant events.

3. Import daily data into charting program.
4. Enter tack shipment quantities in Plant Report Program.

5. Total all truck tickets delivered to project and deduct any waste to determine HMA
pay quantity.

6. Complete Daily Check List
J. Miscellaneous. (daily) (IM 208 & 511)

1. Clean lab.

2. Back-up computer files.

3. Dispose of samples as directed by District Lab.

4. Clean and maintain lab equipment.
K. Independent Assurance Duties. (Every 3 months) (IM 205 & 216)

1. Pick up HMA and aggregate proficiency sample from District Lab.

2. Test aggregate proficiency sample for gradation per IM 302.

3. Test HMA proficiency sample per IM 357, 325G, 321 & 350.

4. Report test results on proficiency samples to Central Materials Office per IM 205.
L. Project Duties. (1/project) (IM 508 & 511)

1. Be in possession of appropriate mix design.

2. Be present during plant calibration.

3. Observe scale calibrations.

4. Perform plant site and set-up inspection and fill out Plant Site Inspection List.

5. Set up Plant Report Program and enter all project information to create Project
Master files at beginning of project.

6. Check that release agents used in truck boxes are on the approved list in MAPLE.
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7. Copy all computer files and provide to the Contracting Authority at completion of
project.

8. Copy all paperwork and control charts and provide to the Contracting Authority at
completion of project.
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PRESTRESS TECHNICIAN DUTIES

Duties of the Prestress Technician are detailed in IM 570 and consist of, but are not limited to

the following:
A. Pre-pour
1. ldentify and document materials requiring outside fabrication inspection.
2. Identify potential fabrication or production problems and notify lowa DOT inspectors.
3. Verify that all materials incorporated meet the requirements of the contract documents.
4. Review concrete placement documents for strand locations.
5. Check tension calculations.
6. Measure elongation and gauge pressure during tensioning.
7. Check hold down and insert locations.
8. Check stress distributions.
9. Check steel reinforcement and placement.

10. Check strand position.

11. Check condition of pallet.

a. Level
b. Holes
c. Gaps

d. Other deformities

12. Determine moisture of aggregates.

13. Check form condition and placement.

a. Oil
b. Line alignment level

c. Tightness

B. Concrete Placement

11
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6.

Check on use of an approved mix design and batching operations (sequence).
Assure appropriate placement and proper vibration techniques.

Measure and record concrete temperature.

Assure test cylinders are properly made.

Assure appropriate finish.

Assure appropriate curing operations.

C. Post-pour

1.

2.

8.

9.

Check temperature and record during curing process.

Assure concrete strength has been met prior to releasing the line.
Assure proper detensioning procedure.

Check unit for defects and obtain approval for repairs.

Identify and store cylinders with the respective units.

Check beam ends for fabrication in accordance with the plans.
Assure exterior sides of facia beams are grouted.

Inspect after patching and desired surfacing.

Measure and record overall dimensions of beam.

10. Measure and record camber at release and compare to design camber.

11. Check and/or measure and record lateral sweep before shipping.

12. Assure proper cylinder cure.

12
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PROFILOGRAPH TECHNICIAN DUTIES

Duties of the Profilograph Technician are detailed in IM 341 and consist of, but are not limited to
the following:

A. Test pavement and bridge surfaces for ride quality.
B. Evaluate the test data.

1. Indentify bumps and dips.

2. Summarize the roughness into segments and sections.

3. Identify the segments for incentive, disincentive, or grind.

4. Retest and evaluated bumps, dips, and must grid segments for specification compliance.
C. Documentation

1. Document the evaluation on a test report. A copy is sent to the Project Engineer, District
Materials Engineer, and Central Materials.

2. Notify the Project Engineer if the daily average profile index exceeds the specification
tolerance.

3. Submit the profilograms to the Project Engineer for all areas tested.

13
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SOILS TECHNICIAN DUTIES
A certified Soils Technician is required for all projects with Compaction with Moisture Control,
Compaction with Moisture and Density Control, or Special Compaction of Subgrade (including
for Recreation Trails). Refer to contract documents for Contractor QC testing requirements.
Duties of the Soils Technician consist of, but are not limited to the following:
A. Sampling: Obtain samples at required frequencies per IM 204.
B. Proctor Testing
C. Other Testing as Required

1. For projects with Compaction with Moisture Control: Determine moisture content per
frequencies in IM 204.

2. For projects with Compaction with Moisture and Density Control or Special Compaction
of Subgrade: Determine moisture content and in-place density per frequencies in IM
204.
D. Sampling & Testing Equipment
1. Clean and check testing sieves for defects.
2. Assure scale accuracy.
3. Check and maintain other testing equipment.

E. Evaluate the test data.

1. For projects with Compaction with Moisture Control: Confirm soils are being placed
within required moisture content range.

2. For projects with Compaction with Moisture and Density Control or Special Compaction
of Subgrade: Confirm soils are being placed within required moisture content range and
soil is compacted to density equal to or greater than density requirement.

F. Documentation and Communication
1. Document test data. A copy is sent to the Project Engineer.

2. Relay test results to appropriate supervisory personnel.

3. Notify the Project Engineer if any test results do not meet contract requirements and
assure corrective actions are taken.
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EROSION CONTROL TECHNICIAN DUTIES

Duties of the Erosion Control Technician consist of, but are not limited to the following:

A.

B.

Carefully review and be familiar with the details in the contract documents.

Assign erosion and sediment control monitoring responsibilities to Erosion & Sediment
Control (ESC) Basics trained field staff.

Review copies of storm water inspection reports.

Provide input on initial Erosion Control Implementation Plan (ECIP) submittal and ECIP
updates.

Provide onsite reviews when requested by Contracting Authority or Contractor field staff.
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