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Appendix C, Exhibit No. 12 
 
SALE OF LAND HIGHWAY DIVISION       COUNTY 
 IOWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION       (Project No.) 
SALE DATE:       OFFICE OF RIGHT OF WAY PARCEL NO.       
 SEALED BID INSTRUCTIONS  SALE NO.       
 FOR SALE OF LAND 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
I. Bid Form - Bids must be submitted on the attached bid form, and all information called for thereon must be 

furnished.  No alteration may be made and no condition or terms may be added to the bid form.  Each bid 
must contain a full address and phone number, and must be signed.  Bids submitted in any other manner or 
which fail to furnish all information required or which are altered or conditioned maybe rejected at the sole 
option of the Iowa Department of Transportation. 

 
II. Lead-Based Paint and/or Lead-Based Paint Hazards Disclosure - All persons bidding on Residential 

Properties built prior to 1978 must sign a Disclosure of Information on Lead-Based Paint and/or Lead-
Based Paint Hazards.  Bids received without signed disclosure forms may be rejected.  Should any 
questions arise concerning the disclosure of information, including time for purchasers to inspect, 
please call the Iowa Department of Transportation Property Management Section at (515) 239-1300.  
(Mobile homes are excluded from this requirement.) 

 
III. Bid Envelope - Envelopes furnished with the bid form proposal must be sealed and mailed to the Iowa 

Department of Transportation, 800 Lincoln Way, Ames, Iowa 50010.  The name and address of the bidder 
must be shown in the upper left-hand corner of the bid envelope.  Officers of the Iowa Department of 
Transportation will not be held responsible for premature opening of a bid not properly addressed or failure 
to open a bid which is not received by the specified deadline. 

 
IV. Bid Categories - All bids are for cash. 
 

1. Bids less than $2,500.00 must be submitted with the full amount of the bid. 
 

2. Bids exceeding $2,500.00 must be submitted with a bid deposit in the minimum amount of ten percent 
(10%) of the full amount of the bid. 

 
V. Bid Deposit - Bids must be accompanied by a bid deposit in the form of a CHECK or MONEY ORDER.  

Checks should be made payable to the Iowa Department of Transportation.  A SEPARATE check or money 
order must be submitted for each item for which a bid is submitted.  We will NOT accept CASH. 

 
Minimum bid deposit requirements are as set forth in Item IV (1) and (2).  Bid deposits will be retained as 
liquidated damages should the successful bidder refuse to remit the balance of the amount bid, or refuse to 
sign and return required documents, within (30) days after being notified to do so. 

 
 
VI. Bid Opening -Bids will be opened in the Conference Center next to the North Annex located on the north 

side of Lincoln Way across from the Central Complex of the Iowa Department of Transportation, 800 
Lincoln Way, Ames, Iowa.  Bids must be received by the Office of Right of Way of the Iowa Department of 
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Transportation, Ames, Iowa 50010, prior to 1:00 P.M. on the date specified on the cover of these 
instructions. 

 
VII. Notice of Acceptance - All bidders will receive written notice of acceptance or rejection of their bid within 

fifteen (15) business days after day of bid opening.  Bid deposits will be returned to unsuccessful bidders 
within 15 business days after bid opening. 

 
VIII. Delivery of Payment and Title Documents - The successful cash bidder will have thirty days to remit 

balance due after notification of payment due. 
 
IX. Title - Title will be conveyed by State Patent.  Abstract of Title will NOT be furnished to the purchaser. 

Patents will be recorded by the Iowa Department of Transportation in the county where the land is located.  
The recorded patent will be sent to the buyer. 

 
X. Processing Time - The time from date of bid opening to issuance of Patent will be approximately 60 

business days. 
 
XI. Right to Reject Bids - The State of Iowa (Department of Transportation, Highway Division) expressly 

reserves to itself the right to reject and to refuse to accept any or all bids where, in the judgment of the 
Department, it is in the best public interest to do so.  Bids may also be rejected where, in the judgment of the 
Department, their amount is less than the fair market value of the property or where the bid fails to meet the 
requirements of the bid proposal or these instructions. 

 
XII. Technicalities – The Iowa Department of Transportation reserves the right to waive all technicalities. 
 
XIII. Statutory Conditions of Sale - The land is being sold in accord with the provisions of and subject to the 

limitations of Sections 306.22 through and including 306.25 of the Code of Iowa.  "Any sale of land as 
authorized therein will be upon the conditions that the tract, parcel or piece of land so sold shall not be used 
in any manner so as to interfere with the use of the highway by the public, or to endanger public safety in the 
use of the highway, or to the material damage of the adjacent owner and shall be subject to the right of all 
utility associations, companies or corporations to continue in possession of a right of way in the use at the 
time of such sale." 

 
XIV. Zoning and Land-Use Limitations - The zoning and land-use information contained in the bid proposal 

form is based on data furnished to the Department from appropriate zoning authorities, and may be subject 
to change.  It is the responsibility of the bidder to verify all zoning and land-use limitations. 

 
XV. Bidders Are Bound by These Instructions - Bidder warrants that all bids submitted are submitted with full 

knowledge of all the terms, conditions, and requirements contained herein and the bidder agrees to be bound 
thereby. 



 

Revised  6/17/08 Page 3 

        COUNTY 
        (Project No.) 
  PARCEL NO.       
  SALE NO.       
 
 SEALED BID FORM 
 BIDS DUE: 
      , 20      
 
 
PROPOSAL TO: IOWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 HIGHWAY DIVISION 
 PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SECTION 
 800 LINCOLN WAY 
 AMES, IOWA   50010-6993 

 
The land is being sold in accord with the provisions of and subject to the limitations of Sections 306.22 through and 
including 306.25 of the Code of Iowa.  "Any sale of land as authorized therein shall be upon the conditions that the 
tract, parcel or piece of land so sold shall not be used in any manner so as to interfere with the use of the highway by 
the public, or to endanger public safety in the use of the highway, or to the material damage of the adjacent owner 
and shall be subject to the right of all utility associations, companies or corporations to continue in possession of a 
right of way in the use at the time of such sale." 
 
The land being sold is also subject to the following covenants and agreements: 
 
1. Direct access between the following described parcel of land and       will be prohibited. 
 
2. The State retains the right of entry thereon for the purpose of constructing and maintaining the right of way 

fence. The fence shall be maintained for vehicle access control purposes only. The State will be held blameless 
and without liability for fencing private property or maintaining the same. The buyer may pasture against said 
fence at their own peril and the State will be held blameless and without liability for fencing private property or 
maintaining the same to restrain livestock. 

 
Abstract of Title will not be furnished. 
 
These covenants and agreements shall go with the title and be binding on the purchaser, his heirs, and assigns. 
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        COUNTY 
        (Project No.) 
  PARCEL NO.       
  SALE NO.       
 
I certify that I have inspected this property to my complete and total satisfaction and that I am fully aware of the 
terms and conditions under which the property is offered for sale.  I understand that the property is being sold as is 
with no warranties as to the quality or habitability expressed or implied.  I submit a bid, as shown, on the following 
item: 
 

      
 
Appraised value:  $      
 
TERMS: 
CASH BID 
CHECK or MONEY ORDER  

Full Amount of Bid $ . 

Cash Down Payment $ . 
 
A CHECK or MONEY ORDER must be submitted with this bid form. 
 
For additional instructions see attachment - SEALED BID INFORMATION 
 
I, if I am the successful bidder, wish to have the Patent issued to: 
 
 (PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 
 
 

*The exact name or names the bidder wishes to appear on Patent 
 
 

Address 
 
 Signed:   
 Date 

   
Address 
   
City, State, Zip 
   
Telephone Number 

 
*Examples of types of names that will be accepted by the State Land Office: 

1)  John J. Doe 
2)  John J. Doe and Mary Ann Doe 
3)  John J. Doe and Mary Ann Doe as joint tenants with full rights of survivorship and not as tenants in common. 
4)  Any business name. 
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800 Lincoln Way, Ames, IA 50010 515-239-1300 
 515-233-7859 (FAX) 
 
 
CERTIFIED MAIL 
 
 
 (date) , 20__ When Communicating, Refer To: 
       County 
 Project No.:        
 Parcel No.:        
      
      
 
Dear      : 
 
This letter is sent to you to comply with the provisions of Section 306.23, Iowa Code.  
These provisions require the Iowa Department of Transportation (DOT) to notify you as 
the present owner of the adjacent land from which certain lands were originally 
acquired, or as an owner of certain lands when originally purchased or condemned for 
highway purposes, that we are selling the tract of land described below: 
 

     insert Legal Description 
 
You and all other persons qualified under these provisions are provided a period of 60 
days from the date of this letter to be heard and make offers for this tract.  The names 
and addresses of others receiving this notice, if any, are listed below.  Offers received 
from persons qualified under these provisions that equal or exceed other offers, and 
equal or exceed fair market value, shall be given preference.  
 
DOT staff has estimated the fair market value for the tract at $     .  Section 306.23 of 
the Iowa Code requires that you be notified of the fair market value of the tract based 
upon an appraisal by an independent appraiser.  The estimated market value for the 
property is not based on independent appraisal. The Iowa DOT has elected to value the 
property in-house in an effort to conserve resources, and costs in consideration of the 
uncomplicated valuation and low value of this property. 
 
Pursuant to section 306.23 you have the right to insist upon appraisal of this tract by an 
independent appraiser, and if you do so the Iowa DOT will be responsible for securing 
the appraiser and paying for the cost of the appraisal.  If you wish for an independent 
appraisal to be completed, please complete and return the enclosed Request for 
Independent Appraisal form later than      , 20__.  If we do not receive a request 
for an independent appraisal by that date, we will assume you are waiving your 
right to an independent appraisal. 
 



 

 

If you wish to submit an offer, please complete and return the enclosed Offer to Buy 
form, along with your payment, in the enclosed self-addressed envelope. 
 
If no offers are received by     , 20__, or no offer equals or exceeds the fair market 
value, and if no requests for an independent fee appraisal are received by that date, the 
property will be disposed of by the Iowa Department of Transportation by other means.   
 
If a Request for Independent Appraisal is received we will refuse and return all offers 
received, if any. We will then secure and pay for an independent appraisal and upon 
completion of the appraisal send a new notice pursuant to section 306.23 to all 
interested parties, which notice requests new offers and includes the fair market value of 
the property based on the appraisal by the independent appraiser. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this disposal, please contact me at 515-239-     . 
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       
 Property Manager 
 Office of Right of Way 
 
 
      
Enclosures 
 
Others Receiving Notice: 
 
      
 



 

 

Request for Independent Appraisal 
 
 
 
County: 
Project: 
Parcel 
 
The Iowa DOT has recently informed us of their intentions to dispose of the following 
tract: 
 

(legal) 
 
I (we) hold a purchase preference for the property as described in Section 306.23 of the 
Code of Iowa.  As part of that preference I (we) have the right to be informed of the fair 
market value of the property as determined by an independent fee appraiser.  The Iowa 
DOT is obligated to obtain and pay for an independent appraisal for the property.  I 
(we) desire the amount determined as fair market value be provided to us by the Iowa 
DOT prior to our making any offers for the property.     
 
 
Signed: 
 
 
X_______________________________ 
 
 
X_______________________________ 
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