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According to the 1972 Clean Water Act, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) established a set of regulations for the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). The purpose of these regulations is to reduce pollution of the nation’s waterways. In 
addition to other pollutants, the NPDES regulates stormwater discharges associated with industrial activities, municipal storm sewer 
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Phase II of the NPDES stormwater regulations, which went into effect in Iowa in 2003, applies to construction activities that disturb 
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to perform education, inspection, and regulation activities to reduce stormwater pollution within their communities. 
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municipal staff. The Statewide Urban Design and Specifications (SUDAS) manuals are widely accepted as the statewide standard for 
public improvements. The SUDAS Design manual currently contains a brief chapter (Chapter 7) on erosion and sediment control; 
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In response to the need for guidance, this chapter was completely rewritten. It now describes the need for erosion and sediment control 
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In addition to the design chapter, this project also updated a section in the SUDAS Specifications manual (Section 9040), which 
describes the proper materials and methods of construction for the erosion and sediment control practices. 
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