
WSDOT Research Program
ORLS Problem Statement for 11-13 BN
DUE NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 10, 2010
Problem statement concepts may come from any source but must have a WSDOT sponsor for submittal.
	1. ORIGINATING RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE(s) (RAC) AND RAC MEMBER 
____ Project Delivery	____ Operations	____ Multimodal Transportation	____ Information & Finance

      RAC Sponsor(s) Name:



	2. A.  IS THIS A CONTINUING PROJECT PREVIOUSLY FUNDED BY A RAC?	___ NO	____ YES
       If yes, which RAC funded it?  
____ Project Delivery	____ Operations	____ Multimodal Transportation	____ Information & Finance
B. IS THIS PROJECT A CONTINUING PROJECT PREVIOUSLY FUNDED BY ANOTHER ORGANIZATION?  
___ NO	____ YES
       If yes, which organization funded it?  

        C.  What is the project title for which this is a continuation?




	3. IS THIS A REQUEST TO PARTICIPATE IN A TRANSPORTATION POOLED FUND PROJECT?	
____ NO	____ YES  If yes, TPF # or Solicitation # __________________
TPF Project Title 




	4. PROPOSED SHORT PROBLEM TITLE (20 Characters)




	5. RESEARCH PROBLEM DESCRIPTION    Please be as specific as possible in answering these questions.

What is the problem?  

Why does WSDOT need to solve this problem?

Which programs in the department does this problem impact? 

What is the significance/scope of the problem? (Include any objective data that you can such as how many structures, locations, or modes are impacted)




	6. RESEARCH OBJECTIVE     What is the proposed research objective and scope of work to address the problem?

What benefits is this project anticipated to deliver and how do you anticipate the results will be used within WSDOT?



	7.  Do you have a preferred Principal Investigator for this research problem?  
____ NO	____ YES   If yes, why?

____ This is a continuing project funded by a RAC (must complete question 2).
____ This is a continuing project funded by another WSDOT organization.
____ This work will be conducted by state work force.
____ This Principal Investigator can provide additional funding (a guaranteed match).
____ This Principal Investigator has unique knowledge for this problem.  Describe



	8.  PLEASE SUMMARIZE LITERATURE FOUND ON THIS TOPIC   
This is a required element.  Research problem statements will not be considered without a literature review.  At a minimum, check the literature in the Transportation Research Information Services bibliographic database.  You can also request a literature search from the WSDOT Library.  The purpose is to understand the knowledge gap that exists.




	9.  PLEASE SUMMARIZE OTHER RESEARCH CURRENTLY UNDERWAY ON THIS TOPIC   
This is a required element.  Research problem statements will not be considered without a review of related research.  At a minimum, check the research projects in the Research in Progress database.  You can also request assistance from the Research Managers. 



	: 

	10.  IMPLEMENTATION
What specific deliverables will help WSDOT implement the results of this project (such as, new standards will be published in a specific agency manual, a new policy will be developed or one modified)?

 
Which WSDOT Office or Division will be responsible to implement the results of the project?




	11.  Which WSDOT Strategic Objectives will this help address?   (check all that apply)
____  Safety:  To provide for and improve the safety and security of transportation customers and the 
           transportation system. 
____  Preservation: To maintain, preserve, and extend the life and utility of prior investments in 
           transportation systems and services.
____  Mobility (addressing congestion): To improve the predictable movement of goods and people 
           throughout Washington state. 
____  Environment:  To enhance Washington’s quality of life through transportation investments
           that promote energy conservation, enhance healthy communities and protect the environment. 
____  Stewardship:  To continuously improve the quality, effectiveness, and efficiency of the 
           transportation system.
_____Other(Explain)






	12. Estimated cost:  
Remember to include equipment, travel, tuition for graduate student and overhead in addition to researcher costs.  See the ORLS Budget check list to help cost out your project.




	13.  Estimated Timing
How long will this project take?
Anticipated Start:  Month/Year

Is this project dependent on another action before it can start?  ____ NO	____ YES

If yes, what?
____ Another research project.  Please name: 
____ Other.  Please describe:




	14.  Preferred Technical Monitor 




	15. Geographic Scope and Urgency of Research
There are many sources of funding for transportation research.  In order to increase the amount of research WSDOT is capable of conducting, the Office of Research and Library Services submits the agency’s unfunded research problem statements to other programs as applicable.  Your responses to the following help us determine applicable programs.
How broadly will the results of this research applicable?
____ Nationally	____ Within the western region or a limited number of states   ____ In Washington Only

Are other states interested in this research problem statement?  ____ NO	____ YES
If yes, which states?
	
How quickly will you need the results of this research?
____ ASAP ____ Within 6 months    ____ Within 1 year	____ Within 2 years   ____  Within 5 years




	16. Contact information:
Problem statement author (please provide name, title and office):

Research Advisory Committee sponsor:

Research Manager:
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