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Request for Information (RFI) 13916 
 

Title: International Fuel Tax Agreement (IFTA) &  
International Registration Plan (IRP) Services 

 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Office of Finance, Purchasing Section 

 
Information must be received no later than 

 
April 8, 2015 

 
1 p.m. Central Time 

 
For information about the notice 

Interested persons shall contact only: 
 

Laurie Hoing, CPPB, Purchasing Agent 3 
800 Lincoln Way 

Ames, Iowa 50010 
Phone: 515-239-1168     

Fax: 515-239-1538 
E-mail: laurie.hoing@dot.iowa.gov  
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Section 1.0 Purpose                                                                                

1.1 Purpose for the RFI 

The intended purpose of the Request for Information (RFI) is to allow interested bidders an opportunity 
to present information on availability of products or services that meet the specification outlined below.  
The information provided by responders will be used by the Iowa DOT OVMCS to acquire information on 
new technology for the Iowa DOT system that supports International Fuel Tax Agreement (IFTA) and 
International Registration Plan (IRP). 

The current system restricts users to very limited options in accessing the system via current technology. 
Mobile applications, tablets and various popular browsers are not compatible with this system.   

This is not a request for proposal (RFP) where bidders respond with a specific solution to Iowa DOT 
specifications.  An RFP process is a separate process with further defined requirements.   

If cost is requested in an RFI, it will be for budget purposes only. 

1.2 Relevant Dates  

Issuance of RFI – March 11, 2015 

Submittal of questions by vendors (no later than) – March 23, 2015 

Iowa DOT responses to vendor questions deadline (no later than) – March 31, 2015 

RFI response by vendor deadline – April 7, 2015 

1.3 Overview  

Iowa DOT system administrators need and desire the ability to increase the functionality and 
maneuverability within an IFTA/IRP system application to allow users the ability to access the 
application through browsers (i.e. Apple products, mobile & tablet applications), address e-pay options 
and work within a more streamlined transaction process for commercial carriers that will reduce the call 
volume and manual processing of tax and registration transactions.  In addition, the Iowa DOT is 
interested in “decision based workflow” navigation within the application to assist customers with 
completion of their tax return filing. 

The IFTA is a base state agreement among jurisdictions and Canadian provinces to simplify the reporting 
of fuel use taxes by interstate motor carriers.   

The IRP is a registration reciprocity agreement among jurisdictions of the United States and Canada.  

These agreements provide for payment of fees based on fleet miles operated in various jurisdictions. 

IRP requires that every jurisdiction’s unique method of calculating fees be followed. IFTA requires each 
jurisdiction’s tax rate be used to calculate fuel tax. Failure to properly calculate fees for IRP and IFTA will 
result in loss of revenue for the Department, for member jurisdictions, and for the licensee. This would 
also result in the Department being out of compliance with the agreements.   

Qualified Iowa based motor carriers and vehicles can meet some of the interstate motor carrier 
requirements by licensing through the IRP and IFTA programs.  This includes original, temporary, and 
renewal licensing, supplemental vehicles, fuel tax annual and quarterly reporting, calculating fees 
(registration, audit, fuel tax, surcharges), generating billing notices, and collecting fees for the programs.  
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Disbursements of fees to member jurisdictions are required for IRP and IFTA, both through 
clearinghouse and paper documents. 

 

Section 2.0 Acronyms 

CVISN – Commercial Vehicle Information Systems and Networks 
IFTA - International Fuel Tax Agreement 
Iowa DOT:  The Iowa Department of Transportation 
IRP - International Registration Plan 
OVMCS – Office of Vehicle and Motor Carrier Services 
PRISM – Performance and Registration Information Systems Management 
RFI:  Request for Information  
 

Section 3.0 RFI Responses 

3.1  Response 

Vendors are requested to submit a response to this Request for Information (RFI) as described 
herein. 

Responses to this RFI may qualify Vendors to participate in any formal Request for Proposal 
(RFP) process.  

3.2   Submittal instructions 

All RFI’s shall be submitted electronically. A signed transmittal letter on the Vendor’s 
letterhead shall be in the electronic document including all company and contact information. 

Vendors are requested to submit general price ranges with their cost information, where 
applicable, to be used for reference only. No formal quotations shall be received or awarded in 
the RFI process.  

No awarded contract shall be issued from the RFI process. Submitting a response to this RFI is 
optional. Submitted RFIs shall in no way bind the Iowa DOT or any other agency to any purchase 
for any reason.  The RFI is for information gathering purposes only. All information provided by 
Vendors shall be at no cost and without obligation to the Iowa DOT.  

3. 3  Questions and Requests for Clarification 

Vendors interested in responding to this RFI may submit questions or requests for clarification. 
All questions or requests must be submitted by E-mail to Laurie Hoing, 
laurie.hoing@dot.iowa.gov by the dates indicated in Section 1.2 

The Iowa DOT will respond to the vendor questions as timely and as appropriately as possible 
and in accordance to the outlined timeline in Section 1.2  

3.4  Review of RFI responses 

RFI responses will be reviewed by the requesting Iowa DOT business unit and Purchasing 
Section. Review of submitted responses to the RFI will assist in the potential bid opportunity to 
procure the goods and/or services sought by the agency.  

3.5 Copyright 
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By submitting a response, the Vendor agrees that the Iowa DOT may copy the response for 
purposes of facilitating the evaluation or to respond to requests for public records. The Vendor 
represents that such copying will not violate any copyrights in the materials submitted. 

3.6   RFI ownership 

Once received, submitted Vendor responses become the property of the State of Iowa. 

3.7 Information Sought 

Vendors shall submit responses to the following information in order.   

3.7.1 Provide vendor experience with IFTA/IRP system application development, either as 
separate applications or combined. The Iowa DOT is a PRISM and CVISN compliant state.  

3.7.2 Provide descriptions of your company’s current solutions as well as any emerging 
technology upgrades planned for the near future.  

3.7.3  Address the following desired functionality of the application, to include but not limited 
to: 

• Multi-browser capability 
• Apple/Android/Windows 8 or greater compatible 
• Administrator tool box for: 

o Interactive ad hoc reporting 
o Customer driven system configuration modifications 

• Customer functionality for:  
o Customer driven batch  upload processing ability for IFTA and IRP processing including 

user friendly renewal upload features 
o Streamlined dual year processing to reduce double entries 
o Client profile/preference settings 

3.7.4  Provide a list of other States currently receiving your services. 

3.8  DOT Responsibilities 

The Iowa DOT will review the submitted responses to gather information about new system 
technologies for IFTA/IRP programs.    

 


	Responses to this RFI may qualify Vendors to participate in any formal Request for Proposal (RFP) process.

