NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AVAILABILITY FOR THE PROPOSED COUNCIL BLUFFS INTERSTATE SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT SEGMENT 3
IN RE:
Proposed improvement of I-80/I-29 in Council Bluffs from just east of the Indian Creek bridge to northeast of the Madison Avenue interchange and on I-29 from south of the U.S. 275/IA 92 interchange north to, and including, the east I-80/I-29 interchange (East System interchange)
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:


Notice is hereby given to all interested persons that a Public Hearing will be held on March 31, 2011, between 5 and 7 p.m. in Rooms K & L, Mid-America Center, One Arena Way, Council Bluffs, Iowa. The purpose of this hearing is to update the public on the progress of the project, present the completed Environmental Assessment (EA) and gather feedback from the public about the project and EA. 

The purpose of the Council Bluffs Interstate System (CBIS) Improvements Project is to address existing and future transportation needs of the region by improving traffic flow through the Interstate 80 (I-80) and Interstate 29 (I-29) corridor, upgrading the system to current design standards, improving the condition of the roadway, reducing traffic congestion and crashes, adding capacity, and supporting existing and planned development along I-29 and I‑80 in Council Bluffs. 

Segment 3, the focus of the EA, begins east of Indian Creek and includes the remainder of the I-80/I-29 overlap section, the I-80/I-29 East System interchange, the South Expressway interchange, and the Madison Avenue interchange. Segment 3 also extends on I-29 south of the I-80/I-29 East System interchange. It includes the U.S. 275 interchange and ends about 1 mile south of the I-80/I-29 East System interchange.

The improvements being discussed at this hearing provide for the expansion of the existing interstate system and modification of several interchanges; specifically, the 
I-80/I-29 East System, South Expressway, Madison Avenue, and U.S. 275 interchanges. The proposed improvements would reconfigure the four interchanges to increase safety, enhance connections to the local roadway system, improve traffic operations, and address traffic merging issues that currently exist in this corridor. Proposed improvements would also consolidate railroad corridors in Segment 3 to improve operations for both the roadway and railroad.

The Environmental Assessment evaluates the Build Alternative and the No Build Alternative for this segment.  Potential impacts of the alternatives to wetlands, water resources, historic buildings, homes, businesses, parks, and public facilities and services have been evaluated and are included in the EA. Information regarding the Build Alternative will be available at the public hearing.

The unnamed connector trail from the Wabash Trace Nature Trail to the bike lanes on Harry Langdon Boulevard is within the proposed project limits.  The trail is a Section 4(f) resource and is subject to protection as a public recreational facility.  A portion of the trail beneath and adjacent to U.S. 275 would need to be closed for up to 5 years in order to protect trail users during construction of the Segment 3 project.  Mitigation measures proposed for the trail closure include rerouting the trail along Harry Langdon Boulevard via proposed bike lanes and maintaining the proposed bikes lanes after construction.  The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is proposing to make a de minimis impact determination for the trail closure.  This is your opportunity to review and comment on the proposed de minimis effect of the proposed project on the unnamed connector trail. De minimis impacts on publicly owned parks, recreation areas, and wildlife and waterfowl refuges are defined as those that do not “adversely affect the activities, features and attributes” of the Section 4(f) Resource.
The Iowa Department of Transportation (DOT) in cooperation with the FHWA has prepared an EA for this project.  Copies may be obtained by contacting either of the following:

   Jim Rost, Director


   
Lubin Quinones, Division Administrator

   Office of Location and Environment

Federal Highway Administration

   Iowa Department of Transportation
   
Iowa Division Office

   800 Lincoln Way




105 Sixth Street

   Ames, Iowa 50010


   
Ames, Iowa 50010

   Telephone: 515-239-1798   

   
Telephone:  515-233-7300 

A copy of the EA will be available for inspection at the hearing and will also be available on March 15, 2011, for viewing at the Council Bluffs Public Library, 400 Willow Avenue, Council Bluffs, IA, and at the Iowa Department of Transportation District 4 Office, 2210 E. Seventh Street, Atlantic, IA.

A review deadline of April 18, 2011, has been established for receipt of comments on the document.  All comments received on the EA by that date will be considered by the Iowa Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration in their evaluation of the environmental impacts of the project.  Comments on the EA should be submitted to Director, Office of Location and Environment, at the above address.

This public hearing will be conducted utilizing a combined open forum and formal format. Iowa DOT staff members will be present with plans, displays and related information to discuss the project informally between 5 and 6 p.m. Interested individuals are encouraged to attend the hearing anytime during the informal session to express their views and ask questions about the proposed improvement. 


A formal presentation will begin at 6 p.m. followed by a question and answer session.  There will be a three (3) minute limit per speaker during the question and answer session. Persons wishing to make a formal presentation will need to so designate at the time of registration.  Oral and written statements will be accepted during both the open forum and the formal sessions until 7 p.m.

Written statements and related exhibits, in place of or in addition to oral statements made at the public hearing, will be accepted at the hearing or may be submitted to Office of Location and Environment, Iowa DOT, 800 Lincoln Way, Ames, Iowa, 50010. All written material received by April 18, 2011, will be included in the hearing transcript. 


For general information regarding the proposed improvement or the public hearing, contact John Carns, Council Bluffs Interstate System Project Coordinator, District 4 Office, Iowa Department of Transportation, 2210 E. Seventh Street, Atlantic, Iowa, 50022, telephone 712-243-3355 or 800-289-4368.

All persons interested in the project are invited to attend this hearing. The meeting room is accessible for persons with disabilities. However, if you require special accommodations at the hearing, please notify Mr. Carns, by March 24, 2011, so arrangements can be made.

To view information concerning this project please access either of the following websites: http://www.iowadot.gov/pim or http://www.iowadot.gov/cbinterstate
Federal and state laws prohibit employment and/or public accommodation discrimination on the basis of age, color, creed, disability, gender identity, national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation or veteran’s status.  If you believe you have been discriminated against, please contact the Iowa Civil Rights Commission at 800-457-4416 or Iowa Department of Transportation’s affirmative action officer.  If you need accommodations because of a disability to access the Iowa Department of Transportation’s services, contact the agency’s affirmative action officer at 800-262-0003. 

