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GOVERNOR CULVER TO EXTEND
HARVEST WEIGHT LIMIT EXEMPTION

(Des Moines) — On September 14, 2007, in an effort to help farmers move this
year’s record corn harvest, Governor Chet Culver signed a proclamation granting
a temporary weight limit exemption. This proclamation increased the weight
allowable for shipment of soybeans, corn, hay, straw and stover to 88,000
pounds gross weight without the need for an oversize/overweight permit. This
exemption, set to expire on Wednesday, will be extended. On Thursday,
November 15, Governor Culver will issue a proclamation extending the
exemption for an additional 30 days.

The proclamation directs the lowa Department of Transportation to monitor the
operation of the proclamation, assure the public’s safety and facilitate the
movement of the trucks involved. It is important to note in the wake of the
Minnesota bridge collapse that this exemption does not change the lower weight
limits as posted on bridges and overpasses and interstate highways in lowa.
Farmers who are transporting grain are also required to follow their vehicle safety
standards on axle weights as well.

The extension on the exemption will be granted for 30 days beginning on
November 15, 2007.

BELOW IS FULL TEXT OF PROCLAMATION SIGNED BY GOVERNOR
CULVER:

WHEREAS, THE 2007 GRAIN HARVEST HAS BEGUN TO CONCLUDE ACROSS IOWA
WITH AN ESTIMATED RECORD CORN CROP OF 2.4 BILLION BUSHELS;
AND

WHEREAS, DUE TO WEATHER DELAYS AND THE SIZE OF THIS YEAR’'S HARVEST,

THERE IS STILL LARGE AMOUNTS OF FARM-BASED TRUCK TRAFFIC
STATEWIDE; AND



WHEREAS, STRICT COMPLIANCE WITH THE PERMIT AND FEE REQUIREMENTS OF
IOWA CODE SECTION 321E.29 AND 761 IAC 511 ALLOWING OVERSIZE
AND OVERWEIGHT DIVISIBLE LOADS UNDER CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD PREVENT OR HINDER EFFORTS TO COPE
WITH THIS DISASTER EMERGENCY:

NOW, THEREFORE, |, CHESTER J. CULVER, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF IOWA,
ACTING UNDER THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME BY IOWA CONSTITUTION ARTICLE IV,
SECTIONS 1 AND 8 AND IOWA CODE SECTION 29C.6(1) DO HEREBY DECLARE THE
ENTIRE STATE TO BE IN A STATE OF DISASTER EMERGENCY. FURTHER, PURSUANT TO
IOWA CODE SECTION 29C.6 (6), | DO HEREBY SUSPEND THE REGULATORY PROVISIONS
OF IOWA CODE SECTIONS 321.463, PARAGRAPHS “5.A.” AND “5.B.”, 321E.29, AND 761 IAC
511 TO THE EXTENT THAT THOSE PROVISIONS RESTRICT THE MOVEMENT OF
OVERSIZE AND OVERWEIGHT LOADS OF SOYBEANS, CORN, HAY, STRAW AND STOVER
AND REQUIRE A PERMIT TO TRANSPORT SUCH LOADS. SUSPENSION OF THESE
PROVISIONS APPLIES TO LOADS TRANSPORTED ON ALL HIGHWAYS WITHIN IOWA,
EXCLUDING THE INTERSTATE SYSTEM, AND WHICH DO NOT EXCEED A MAXIMUM OF
88,000 POUNDS GROSS WEIGHT, DO NOT EXCEED THE MAXIMUM AXLE WEIGHT LIMIT
DETERMINED UNDER THE NON-PRIMARY HIGHWAY MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TABLE IN
IOWA CODE SECTION 321.463, PARAGRAPH “5.B.”, BY MORE THAN TEN PERCENT, DO
NOT EXCEED THE LEGAL MAXIMUM AXLE WEIGHT LIMIT OF 20,000 POUNDS, AND
COMPLY WITH POSTED LIMITS ON BRIDGES. THIS ACTION IS INTENDED TO ALLOW
VEHICLES TRANSPORTING SOYBEANS, CORN, HAY, STRAW, AND STOVER TO BE
OVERSIZE AND OVERWEIGHT, NOT EXCEEDING 88,000 POUNDS GROSS WEIGHT,
WITHOUT A PERMIT, BUT ONLY FOR THE DURATION OF THIS PROCLAMATION.

THIS PROCLAMATION EXPIRES 30 DAYS FROM THE DATE ISSUED. THE IOWA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IS HEREBY DIRECTED TO MONITOR THE
OPERATION OF THIS PROCLAMATION TO ASSURE THE PUBLIC’S SAFETY AND
FACILITATE THE MOVEMENT OF THE TRUCKS INVOLVED.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | HAVE HEREUNTO SUBSCRIBED MY NAME AND CAUSED THE
GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OF IOWA TO BE AFFIXED. DONE AT DES MOINES THIS 15™
DAY OF NOVEMBER IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD TWO THOUSAND SEVEN.

CHESTER J. CULVER
GOVERNOR

ATTEST:

MICHAEL A. MAURO
SECRETARY OF STATE
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