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Does the
project require a 

hydraulic
review?2

Admin. Office sends one 
copy of the plans and 

hydraulic review information 
to the Office of Bridges & 

Structures.

Yes

Does the
project impact a 

Primary or Interstate 
highway?3

No

Office of Bridges & 
Structures reviews and 

provides comments to the 
LPA and copies the Admin. 

Office and Consultant. 

Admin. Office sends one copy 
of the plans to the Offices of 
Design, Traffic & Safety, and 

the District Engineering 
Operations Technician for their 

review and comment.

Yes

Various DOT offices 
review the plans and 

return comments to the 
Admin. Office.

Does the
project require 

ROW, easements, or 
any kind of property 

rights?

No

No

Admin. Office sends one 
copy of the plans to the 
Office of Location and 

Environment and the Office 
of ROW for information.

Yes

Admin. Office provides 
their review comments 

and those of other offices
(if applicable) to LPA.

See I.M. 3.218, Design 
Exception Process.

Is a 
design exception 

needed?
Yes

No

LPA1 submits 
preliminary plans to 

Admin. Office.

LPA addresses all DOT 
comments and 

proceeds with project 
development.4

Notes:
1) All actions required by the LPA may 
also be performed by a consultant 
acting on behalf of the LPA.
2) The conditions that require a 
hydraulic review are explained in I.M. 
3.410, Preliminary Bridge or Culvert 
Plans.
3) If the project requires any kind of 
activity within the existing right-of-way of 
an Interstate or Primary Highway, this 
constitutes an “impact.”
4) Federal-aid projects may not proceed 
to final design or acquire right-of-way 
with Federal-aid until after FHWA 
Environmental Concurrence has been 
received.
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