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Abbreviations / Acronyms:
Admin. Office = Administering Office
FHWA = Federal Highway Administration
LPA = Local Public Agency

End

Start

Will the 
project acquire or 

indirectly lead to the 
conversion of 5 acres or 

more of 
farmland?*

LPA/Consultant 
documents this by using either 

the Concept Statement, the 
appropriate environmental 

document, or by notifying the 
Admin. Office. 

No

LPA/Consultant 
completes Parts I, III and 
VI of Form NRCS-CPA-

106.   

Yes or
Not Sure

Within 30 calendar days 
of receipt, NRCS field office notifies 

LPA of any land impacted by the 
project that is subject  to FPPA.** 

Is land 
subject to FPPA 

impacted?

NRCS field office 
completes Part II of 

Form NRCS-CPA-106 
and returns to the LPA/

Consultant.

No

LPA/Consultant 
sends a copy of Form 

NRCS-CPA-106 and a cover 
letter to the Admin. Office 
and the NRCS field office.

Admin. Office sends one 
copy of Form NRCS-CPA-
106 and the LPA's cover 

letter to OLE.

Farmland Protection 
Policy Act Process is 

complete.

NRCS field office 
completes Parts II, IV 

and V of Form NRCS-CPA-
106 and returns to the LPA/

Consultant.

Yes

LPA/Consultant 
Submits a copy of Form 
NRCS-CPA-106 and a 

project location map to the 
NRCS field office in the 

county where the project is 
located.

Is the Part VI 
score 60 points or 

more?
Yes

Do any 
alternatives have

 a total score of 160 
points or 
more?

No

LPA/Consultant 
completes Part VII 
of Form AD-1006.

LPA/Consultant documents 
the level of consideration or 

protection given to farmland in the 
appropriate environmental 

document or in a cover letter to 
the Admin. Office.

No

 LPA/Consultant gives impacted 
farmlands a higher level of 

consideration for protection, which 
could include mitigation.***

** If the the NRCS does not respond within 30 
days, and further delay would interfere with 
construction activities, the LPA may proceed 
without any additional consideration for farmland 
impacts.

*** Mitigation could include: 
a) Use of land that is not farmland.
b) Identifying alternative locations that would 
convert fewer acres of  farmland or use other 
farmland of lower relative value.
c) Re-examination of any special siting 
requirements for the project, as noted in 7 C.F.R. 
658.4(c)(4).

 

Yes

LPA/Consultant 
sends a copy of Form 
NRCS-CPA-106 and a 

cover letter to the 
Admin. Office.

*  See I.M. 3.120 for guidance on what 
constitutes farmland.

http://www.iowadot.gov/local_systems/publications/im/3410.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2010-title7-vol6/pdf/CFR-2010-title7-vol6-part658.pdf
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