June 29, 2009

W4-2 Sign Phase-In Process

The 2003 MUTCD included a modification to the lane merge symbol (W4-2) sign. The allowable phase-in period
was ten years from the date of the final rulemaking (11-20-2003) which requires the new sign shall be in place
no later than November 20, 2013 for both permanent and work zone installations.

The Traffic Control Standard Road Plan series issued effective with the October 20, 2009 letting include the new
sign on a number of TC sheets (TC-61, TC-62, TC-418, TC-419, TC-421, TC-422, TC-423, TC-429, and TC-454);
which means an lowa effective date for work zone installations for projects let on or after October 20, 2009.
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The “new” version of the sign (shown at right) looks similar but is an entirely different sign design which means
the old version sign cannot be modified correctly to meet the new version design.

To help minimize problems during this changeover period, the Department will allow the following:

1. The W4-2 version of the sign to be used on a specific project will be based on the date of the letting and
associated traffic control standard requirements at that time.

2. Projects let BEFORE the October 2009 letting may continue to use the old style W4-2 sign during the
entire duration of the project.

3. Projects let ON or AFTER the October 2009 letting will be required to use the new style W4-2 sign.
Contractors may phase-in the new style W4-2 sign on any current projects (contracts let before October
2009 letting) at their option. No contract modification will be necessary.
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