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From: Bell, Tammi [DOT]

Sent: Thursday, June 12, 2008 7:33 AM

To: Bell, Tammi [DOT]

Subject: Request for county applications for additional bridge funds
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TO:                  County Engineers, and Consultants 
                        Tammi  Bell      Iowa DOT - Local Systems tammi.bell@dot.iowa.gov 
  
CC:                  District Local Systems Engineers, Service Bureau  

and Office of Local Systems 
 

FROM:            Office of Local Systems 
  
SUBJECT:       Request for county applications for additional bridge funds          
  
DATE:             June 12, 2008 
  
  
Please do not hit the reply option in your e-mail note. 
  
The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2008, Division K, Title I provides  
for additional funding authority to be used on Highway Bridge Program  
(HBP) eligible projects.  The State of Iowa is to receive approximately  
$14.5 million which will be available for federal fiscal years 2008 through  
2010.  The Iowa DOT plans to distribute the funding according to the  
existing distribution between the State (42%), Counties (47%), and Cities  
(11%).   The purpose of this notice is to explain how the counties’ share,  
$6.8 million, will be awarded.   
  
There are several conditions that must be met to receive the additional  
funding.  First, the additional funding must be used on projects that are  
supplemental to planned obligations of the HBP.  Therefore, the proposed  
bridges cannot be in the STIP for years 2008, 2009, or 2010; and the State  
must propose to spend HBP funds or ratio of funds over the average of the  
last 6 years, or around $65 million.  Second, the individual bridges  
requesting this additional funding must be approved by the FHWA Division  
Office and by the central FHWA Office of Bridge Technology prior to the  
additional funding being transferred to Iowa.  Third, the additional funding  
for the proposed bridges needs to be obligated (Federal authorization)  
before the end of federal fiscal year 2010.   
  
With all these conditions we met with the ICEA Executive Board and  
proposed that we use the County Bridge Construction Program priority  
rating in I.M. 2.020 to select the county bridges.  Therefore, if you desire to  
request this additional funding, please complete this application form as  
per the explanations.  



  
Your request for one bridge per county must be to us by August 15, 2008.   
We will rank the bridges submitted according to the priority system in I.M.  
2.020 and go down the list until the $6.8 million is used, keeping in mind  
the $2 million limit per project.   We will then check the bridge to see that it  
meets the condition of not being in the STIP.  The Iowa DOT will then send  
the listing of bridges to the FHWA Division Office for approval and if  
approved the list goes to the FHWA Office of Bridge Technology for final  
approval.  Once approved we will get notice of the transfer of funds and  
then be able to write the agreement.  This long approval process may take a  
few months to get completed so keep this in mind for the letting date and  
the commitment to meet it.  
  
If you have any questions, please contact me. 
  
Please do not hit the reply option in your e-mail note.    
  
Thanks 
  
Larry Jesse 
Office of Local Systems 
515-239-1291 
Larry.jesse@dot.iowa.gov  
  
Note: Documents are in Adobe Acrobat's pdf format. If you do not have  
the Adobe Acrobat Reader software, you can download it free of charge at  
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep.html. 
 
Mailings are available at the Local Systems Weekly Mailing web address  
http://www.iowadot.gov/local_systems/mailing/main_mailing.htm 
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APPLICATION FOR ADDITIONAL HBP FUNDING 
June 2008 

 
FHWA # _     _ 

• The bridge must not be included in the STIP or amendments to it as  
of January 31, 2008, for any of the federal fiscal years 2008, 2009, or  
2010.   
• The bridge must be eligible for the HBP.  Eligible bridges must  
meet all of the following criteria: 

1. Classified as either Structurally Deficient (SD) or Functionally  
Obsolete (FO) 
2. A Sufficiency Rating under 50 for replacement or 80 or less for  
rehabilitation.   
3. A traffic count of 25 vpd or more.  

 
Estimated Cost of Project is $_     _ 

• The maximum amount of funding available for each project will be  
80% of this preliminary estimated cost submitted with this application,  
up to a maximum of $2 million.  Because of this limit, please be as  
accurate as possible with the estimated cost.  Also, if the county  
estimates too much, we could lose the extra amount estimated but not  
used.  

 
Proposed letting date _     _ 

• Letting date must be by October 2010.  The letting date will be  
considered a firm commitment since the request for transfer of funds  
will be based on the year noted and if it is delayed past October 2010  
the additional obligation funds will be lost and the project will not be  
funded. 

 
Description of project  
      
 
When we send this to the FHWA will need to include a description of each  
proposed project.  Description would include the type of work (bridge  
replacement, deck replacement, etc.), the location of the structure, and  
possibly the need for the project.  
 
By August 15, 2008, please send the above information to: 
 
Tom Valline  
Office of Local Systems 
Iowa DOT 
800 Lincoln Way 
Ames, IA 50010  or   Tom.Valline@dot.iowa.gov  


