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The Hotel Manning in Keosauqua is 
reflected in the Des Moines River

The 110-mile scenic byway begins on Wapello County 
Road T-61 at U.S. 34 north of Blakesburg.  It curves 
southeasterly on back roads past farmsteads near the 
communities of Drakesville and Bloomfield in Davis 
County where Old Order Amish go about their tradi-
tional ways. A new section was recently added on Ap-
panoose County Road J3T in Moravia and runs south-
easterly to the current byway route in Drakesville.  

The route then wanders through Troy in Davis County 
and the historic villages of Keosauqua, Bentonsport, 
Bonaparte, and Farmington in Van Buren County. The 
five villages were once active steamboat ports of call 
on the Des Moines River.  From Farmington, the route 
goes to Donnellson in Lee County where it ends.

The Davis County Welcome Center, 301 N. Washing-
ton, Bloomfield, IA 52537, 641-664-1104, will pro-
vide information on attractions along the Historic Hills 
Scenic Byway.
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M
agnificent state forests welcome you to 
the Historic Hills Scenic Byway which 
takes travelers on a journey through 
Wapello, Appanoose, Davis, Van Buren 

and Lee counties.  Following the winding roads of the 
byway will introduce you to the people and scenery of  
southeastern Iowa.


