
IOWA GREAT RIVER ROAD

The Iowa Great River Road parallels the Missis-
sippi River on the state’s eastern border from 
Missouri to Minnesota, and is part of a 10-state 

route stretching from Louisiana to Minnesota.  This 
326-mile corridor traverses 10 Iowa 
counties from Keokuk at the south-
eastern tip of Iowa to New Albin 
in the far northeast corner.  Green 

and white pilot wheel highway mark-
ers, as well as red, white and blue America’s Byways 
markers, show you the way along the Great River 
Road National Scenic Byway.

Travelers from around the world journey to Iowa to 
view the dramatic landscape of the Mississippi River 
limestone bluffs cut by glacial melt water in the north 
and the broad sandy flood plains in the south; to watch 
the soaring eagles and thousands of migrating geese 
and ducks; to seek out the sacred sites and mounds of 
early Native Americans at Effigy Mounds National 
Monument; and to watch commercial barges and 
recreational watercraft navigate the locks and dams on 
the river. 

Visit the towns and cities along the route and discover 
a rich and vibrant history of this famous waterway.  
The Mississippi River’s very existence greatly influ-
enced the westward expansion of this country.

Night time view of the Mississippi River 
from Pike’s Peak State Park

The Great River Road winds through Clayton County
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To obtain more information about the Great River 
Road, stop by the Port of Burlington Welcome Center 
at 400 Front Street in Burlington, 52601, 
319-752-8731; or the Port of Dubuque Iowa 
Welcome Center at 300 Main Street, Suite 100, 
Dubuque, 52004, 563-556-4372.


