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10.0 Railroad Hazardous Materials Safety and Response 
Programs 

10.1 General Background 

Railroad organization and staffing is still being collected and analyzed through railroad 

interviews, however, preliminary findings show that the Class I railroads maintain full time 

hazardous materials response managers and key staff that manage response needs during 

derailments. Hazmat Managers also work with local first responders to provide on-site training, 

coordinate specialized training through SERTC, TEEX, and other training venues. The Class I 

railroads also maintain contracts with environmental cleanup and oil spill response organizations 

who provide and support remediation activities during spill response and recovery. 

Class I railroads maintain caches of spill response equipment including firefighting trailers 

equipped with portable water dump tanks, pumps, hoses, monitors, and foam. Incident response 

systems include staff trained in NIMS and ICS as well as specialized hazardous materials and 

firefighting operations. More data is being collected and reviewed regarding these capabilities 

for all classes of railroads operating in Iowa. 

The Class I railroads support community outreach and training programs through two different 

approaches. Most railroads offer on-site training to first responders through their hazmat 

management programs. This type of training is provided, on request, to local fire and hazardous 

materials responders and may be provided directly to an individual department, or as a regional 

delivery to multiple first responder departments in a given area. The railroads also offer 

specialized training through partnered programs. These programs include TRANSCAER and 

TTCI/SERTC offering individual and group training. TRANSCAER is a portable rail training 

program that travels the country and provides free hands-on training to first responders. 

TTCI/SERTC training provides live fire drills and hazardous materials response training in 

Pueblo, Colorado. The cost of this training is covered by sponsoring Class I railroads. 

Community Outreach programs are usually provided through railroad whistle stop tours, such as 

Operation Lifesaver, that provide training, education, and safety awareness to first responders 

and the general public. Operation Lifesaver also provides specialized training programs for 

firefighters and police officers. 

Initial research shows that neither the railroads nor the first responders fully understand each 

other’s capabilities. The railroads generally understand that they may need to provide the 

specialized equipment required to gain control of spills, fires, and hazardous materials releases 

created during railroad accidents. While they may not know the specific capabilities of each 

department, they do know that the capabilities vary along the rail routes.  

  


