
 

 

 

 

 

Appendix H – Letters of Support and Endorsement 

Upper Midwest Transportation Hub 

Iowa Department of Transportation 
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Note: 

Additional letters of support and endorsement 

are expected beyond the application date.  An 

up-to-date listing can be found at  

www.iowadot.gov/tiger13-freight  
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Letters of Support and Endorsement  

 

Elected and government officials  
Senator Chuck Grassley, United States Senate  
Senator Tom Harkin, United States Senate 
 
Congressman Bruce Braley (1st District, Iowa) United States House of Representatives  
Congressman Steve King (4th District, Iowa) United States House of Representatives  
 
Iowa Governor Terry E. Branstad 
Iowa Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds 
Iowa Department of Transportation Director Paul Trombino, III 
Iowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship Secretary Bill Northey 
Iowa Economic Development Authority Director Debbi Durham  
(Joint Letter)  
 
Minnesota Department of Transportation, Office of Freight and Commercial Vehicle Operations 
Director William D. Gardner 

Representative Joshua J. Byrnes, Iowa House District 51 
Representative Linda L. Upmeyer, Iowa House District 54, Iowa House Majority Leader   

Senator Amanda Ragan, Iowa Senate District 27 
Senator Mary Jo Wilhelm, Iowa Senate District 26 

Winnebago County Board of Supervisors  
Worth County Board of Supervisors 

Organizations and companies  
Gavilon 

Soybean Transportation Coalition  

Win-Worth Betco (Winnebago-Worth Counties Betterment Council)  

Viafield 

 







 

 

 

 

 
 

June 25th, 2013 
 
The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary of the department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E 
Washington DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood, 
 
I am sending this letter in support of the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub’s plan for an intermodal container facility 
through the Tiger V Grant program. The Upper Midwest Transportation Hub, located in Manly, Iowa, will have capacity 
for handling and trans-loading (stuffing) domestic and international shipping trailers and containers.  The development 
will serve customers in an approximate 150 mile radius in north central Iowa and south central Minnesota.   
 
Currently, shippers in this area requiring intermodal service typically truck commodities to intermodal centers in 
Chicago where they enter the national rail system.  Or, commodities are trucked to Minneapolis where rail connections 
are available, but limited to the Pacific Northwest and Canada. Iowa’s only intermodal center is currently in Council 
Bluffs.  
 
Iowa is at a disadvantage in attracting and keeping businesses that need intermodal service in central and north central 
Iowa.  Iowa is a small consumption state (from a global trade standpoint), so it has a severe imbalance of inbound vs. 
outbound shipping containers. Empty containers must be shipped or “drayed” into Iowa to meet demand at additional 
cost.  Minnesota, on the other hand, is a receiver state and has an abundance of inbound containers.   Approaching the 
problem on a regional basis has far greater benefits and will be more attractive to a broader customer base. 

Higher costs to load empty containers, few facilities that can accommodate containers, and more truck miles add up to 
higher business costs for shippers and receivers needing intermodal service.  Businesses with intermodal needs 
(warehousing, distribution, and many others) are unlikely to consider Iowa as a future location. 

Capacity of the trucking industry is reducing annually, with shortages of qualified drivers and more restrictions on hours 
of service, the shippers and receivers of freight will be facing continued increases in cost and reductions in service. 

Benefits of  
 Lower transportation costs for intermodal shipments translate into more profitability for Iowa and Minnesota 

producers and customers.  
 A regional intermodal facility at this location has the potential to solve the container imbalance situation, a major 

hurdle to cost effective intermodal service. 

 The new regional intermodal facility will help mitigate an emerging trucking shortage crisis and facilitate more 
cooperation among trucking and rail firms to grow their business together. 

 Multiple connections to other railroads at the Manly location, increases options for the final destinations of 
products and encourages competitive pricing.   

 Facilitates the growth of Iowa exports in manufactured products and agricultural products such as dried 
distiller’s grain and identity-preserved grains.  

 Encourages regional growth in warehousing and distribution centers where intermodal service is critical.  

 Reduces “long haul” trucking to intermodal centers outside of Iowa.    

 Less use of fossil fuels and fewer emissions due to less truck miles and more efficient rail miles.  
 Removes large volumes of traffic from congested highways in large municipalities.  



The Upper Midwest Transportation Hub’s plan demonstrates the applicant’s comprehensive approach to transportation. 
I hereby offer my full support for the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub’s proposal. I urge you to extend every 
consideration for the Tiger V Grant proposal. If you have any questions feel free to contact me, or Tavis Hall in my 
Waterloo office at (319) 287-3233. 
 
Thank you for your time & consideration, 
 
 
 
  
Bruce L. Braley 
Member of Congress 
 





 
 
 
 
  

Terry E. Branstad                             OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR                                     Kim Reynolds 

   GOVERNOR                                                                                                                                      LT. GOVERNOR 
 
 

STATE CAPITOL    DES MOINES,   IOWA   50319   515-281-5211   FAX: 515-725-3528     
www.Governor.Iowa.gov 

 

June 3, 2013 
 
The Honorable Ray LaHood 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Regarding:  Upper Midwest Transportation Hub TIGER Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
We write to demonstrate support for and commitment to the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub 
(UMTH) TIGER grant application to build a regional, full-service intermodal facility in Manly, Iowa, at 
an established yard/terminal. 
 
We believe the State’s application demonstrates that the UMTH project meets the TIGER grant 
program’s strategic goals and project readiness criterion.  In short, the project’s benefits are 
numerous and regional in scope -- extending beyond Iowa’s borders to Minnesota and other 
Midwestern states.  Moreover, multiple State agencies stand ready to quickly implement this 
public-private project.   
 
We believe the project provides an innovative approach to invest in an intermodal project that will 
help: 

Lower transportation costs for intermodal shipments for Midwestern producers and 
consumers.  Specifically, transportation costs would be lowered through the -- 

o Improved condition of existing transportation facilities and systems;  
o Improved shipping container balance and availability for Midwestern products; 
o Increased transportation options and destinations for Midwestern products, and 

thus, more competitive transportation pricing;  

o Growth in warehousing and distribution centers in the region where intermodal 
service is critical; and,  

o Reduced “long haul” trucking to intermodal centers outside of Iowa and reduced 
rail congestion in the Chicago area. 

Facilitate the growth of Midwestern exports in manufactured and agricultural products, 
including value added products that help create jobs and increase family incomes. 

 Reduce the use of fossil fuels and shrink emissions due to less truck miles and more 
efficient rail miles.  

 Improve the competitiveness of Iowa’s wind energy manufacturing facilities and biofuels 
products in the global marketplace.
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Improve transportation safety by reducing reliance on road transportation.  
Drive Federal, State, local, and private sector collaboration to improve the efficiency of the 

national freight network. 
 

Additionally, the project will help achieve critical national objectives.  Specifically, the project will:  
Advance the President’s goals to increase exports and improve America’s competitiveness 

in a global economy. 
Support the core functions of the White House Rural Council and advance our nation’s 

bioeconomy. 
Support the President’s goals to reduce transportation-related air emissions and to 

diversify America’s energy portfolio by improving the competitiveness of alternative fuels, 
including biofuels. 

 
Although other Iowa TIGER grant applications may compete well with other submissions from 
across the country, the UMTH application is the State of Iowa's top priority as it has the most 
significant and far reaching positive economic impact.  We appreciate your consideration of the 
UMTH TIGER grant application. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Terry E. Branstad    Kim Reynolds 
Governor of Iowa    Lt. Governor of Iowa 
 
 
 
Paul Trombino, III    Bill Northey 
Director,     Secretary, 
Iowa Department of Transportation Iowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship 
 
 
 
Debi V. Durham 
Director, 
Iowa Economic Development Authority 
 





 Representative Joshua J. Byrnes * House District 51 

 

The Honorable Ray LaHood, 

It has recently come to my attention that the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub in Manly, Iowa 

would be a candidate for TIGER funding.  This transportation hub is located within my 

legislative district and I am well aware of their significance to not only my district but the region.  

In the Iowa House I serve as the Chairman of Transportation and realize the importance rail has 

on transportation of freight.  The list of positives this terminal brings to my region is very long.  

The continued development of this site will allow us to not only retain existing business that 

depends on rail but will expand the type of company we can recruit to the region.  I have been a 

strong advocate for the fuel tax in Iowa and I see the continued development of rail 

transportation as a way to reduce the heavy truck traffic on our roadways resulting in longer road 

life.  

The Upper Midwest Transportation Hub in Manly has many logistical advantages.  The only 

other intermodal hub located in Iowa is over 4.5 hours away in Council Bluffs, Iowa.  The Manly 

location is situated minutes away from Interstate 35, 30 minutes from Interstate 90, and 30 

minutes from the Avenue of the Saints.  Given the logistical setting, I foresee this location 

growing into a wonderful asset for north central Iowa.  

There are also many key components to this hub outside of logistical advantages.  Manly is 

situated in a heavy agricultural region.  There are five ethanol plants within 45 minutes of this 

hub, numerous wind farms, biodiesel facility, and countless agriculture related companies.   

I appreciate your consideration of the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub for a TIGER grant.  

Having read through the grant, I feel that this facility is an optimal candidate for these funds.   

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

Joshua J. Byrnes 

State Representative – HD 51 





 
 

AMANDA RAGAN 
STATE  SENATOR 

Twenty-Seventh District 
Cerro Gordo, Butler, and Franklin 

Counties 
Statehouse:  (515) 281-3371 

e-mail – amanda.ragan@legis.iowa.gov 
__ 

HOME ADDRESS 
361 South Pennsylvania Unit 1-D 

Mason City, Iowa  50401 
Home: (641) 424-0874 

 

  

The Senate 
State of Iowa 

Eighty-fifth General Assembly 
STATEHOUSE 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 
 

 
 

 
ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER 

 
COMMITTEES 

  
Appropriations 

Human Resources, Chair 
 Natural Resources and Environment 

 Rules and Administration 
Veterans Affairs 

 
       Health and Human Services Appropriations                         
             Subcommittee, Vice Chair 
  

 

June 4, 2013 
 
The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C.  20590 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to express my strong support for the TIGER Grant Application to establish 
the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub at Manly, Iowa.  This grant will aid in the development and 
completion of an intermodal container handling facility which will allow the trans-loading of domestic 
and international shipping trailers and containers.  The construction of this facility will have a major 
positive impact on our area and rail shipping throughout the United States. 
 
First, this hub will have a stimulative effect on a region of rural America which is working very hard to 
provide economic opportunities and advance the well-being of our citizens.  The growth forecast by this 
project will revitalize Northern Iowa and Southern Minnesota and provide good, high-wage jobs to a 
population still recovering from the recent economic downturn. 
 
We also believe The TIGER Grant will contribute to expanding much needed intermodal service and 
truck/rail connectivity in our area.  The closest similar services are obtainable 150 miles away or more. 
This hub can help conserve both shipping costs and energy costs on a large scale by providing fast, close, 
efficient services. 
 
As our Nation continues to compete strongly in the global marketplace, I feel sure this transportation hub 
can provide better, more economical, rail access to both American coasts and then on to international 
ports and markets.  Your support for the Manly, Iowa, Transportation Hub TIGER Grant will be greatly 
appreciated and can be a vital component in furthering the robust recovery we are beginning.  Thank you 
for your consideration of this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
State Senator Amanda Ragan 
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McCauley, Diane [DOT]

From: Wilhelm, Mary Jo [LEGIS] [Mary.Jo.Wilhelm@legis.iowa.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2013 8:49 PM
To: 'Ray.LaHood@dot.gov'; 'TIGERGrants@dot.gov'; 'Joanne.Turner@dot.gov'; McCauley, Diane

[DOT]
Subject: TIGER Grant

 
 

Mary Jo Wilhelm 
STATE SENATOR 
Twenty-sixth District 

Chickasaw, Floyd, Howard, Mitchell, Worth,  
Cerro Gordo, and Winneshiek counties 

Statehouse: (515) 281-3371 
- 

Home Address 
414 N. Elm 

Cresco, IA 52136 
Phone:  (563) 547-4156 

mary.jo.wilhelm@legis.iowa.gov 

         

The Senate 
State of Iowa 

Eighty-fifth General Assembly 
STATEHOUSE 

Des Moines, Iowa  50319 
 

 
 
 
 

COMMITTEES 
 

Human Resources, Vice-Chair 
Local Government, Chair Commerce 

Education 
Economic Growth 

Agriculture & Natural Resources Budget 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                        June 4, 2013 
 
 
 
The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
 
Secretary Ray LaHood, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
I am writing a letter of support for the Upper Midwest Transportation Hub at Manly for consideration of a TIGER Grant. 
This project will assist the creation of a major regional intermodal transportation hub for Iowa.   
 
The Manly project will have a significant impact on long‐term outcome for the region.   Much needed intermodal service 
and truck/rail connectivity will be provided for the movement of freight throughout all of north central Iowa and into 
Minnesota and the Twin Cities.  Freight moving in this large region by truck will have better rail access to the east coast, 
west coast and international markets. 
 

Iowa is at a disadvantage in attracting and keeping businesses that need intermodal service in central and north central 
Iowa.  Iowa is a small consumption state (from a global trade standpoint), so it has a severe imbalance of inbound vs. 
outbound shipping containers. Empty containers must be shipped or “drayed” into Iowa to meet demand at additional 
cost.  Minnesota, on the other hand, is a receiver state and has an abundance of inbound containers.   Approaching the 
problem on a regional basis has far greater benefits and will be more attractive to a broader customer base. 

Benefits would include lower transportation costs therefore lowering overall expenses, using less fossil fuel so there 
would be fewer emissions due to less truck miles and more efficient rail miles, and it removes the large volumes of 
traffic from congested highways in large municipalities.  
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Manly is the prime location because a regional intermodal facility at this location has the potential to solve the container 
imbalance situation, a major hurdle to cost effective intermodal services.  At Manly’s location options increase for the 
final destinations of products and encourage competitive pricing.  This location would facilitate the growth of Iowa 
exports in manufactured products and agricultural products such as dried distiller’s grain and identity‐preserved grains.  
 
I was very fortunate to tour the Manly facility last fall and meet the owners.  I will say I was very impressed.   
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Senator Mary Jo Wilhelm 
 
 
 













 
 

May 31, 2013 

Mr. Ray LaHood, Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 

Re: Upper Midwest Transportation Hub TIGER V Grant Application 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Viafield, a cooperative,  wishes to express its support for the Manly, Iowa,Upper Midwest 
Transportation Hub that is the subject of an Iowa DOT grant application under TIGER V. 
 
The proposed investment will strengthen the market access and transportation options for a full range 
of businesses in this region and the Upper Midwest.  Viafield’s interest lies in the economic 
competitiveness of industries in our region notable for its farm production and food processing, but also 
supporting a diverse manufacturing sector and high technology presence in energy and other 
technologies. The area has built a vibrant economy on export markets to a large extent. The Manly 
facility would for the first time provide a direct rail access for containerized goods to the major Ports of 
Long Beach and Los Angeles, via the Iowa Northern and the Union Pacific, and entry onto domestic 
container corridors to all parts of the nation. Current logistics patterns require an expensive and often 
indirect truck haul to Chicago, the Twin Cities, or Kansas City to reach an intermodal terminal, presenting 
a significant barrier to the competitiveness of businesses with a national and international reach. 
 
Approval of this grant will enhance the capacity and efficiency of our transportation infrastructure that 
will grow our presence in new markets and bolster the entire regional and U.S. economy. We ask that 
you give positive consideration to this notable addition to the integrated freight transportation network 
that we are all working for. 
Sincerely, 

Brad Foster 
Grain Team Leader 
Viafield 
bfoster@viafield.com 
Phone 641-454-3037 
Cell 641-420-5685 
www.viafield.com 
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