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Feasibility Report on Proposed Amtrak Service
Chicago-Quad Cities

Iniroduction and Background

General Discussion

Since the introduction of expanded levels of intrastate service on October 30, 2006,
Amtrak trains in Illinois have produced impressive gains in both ridership and ticket
revenue. This success and continuing stakeholder support has given rise to a formal
request from the Illinois Department of Transportation (“IDOT”) to Amtrak to develop
a feasibility study regarding possible service consisting of a morning and an evening
train in each direction between Chicago and the Quad Cities.

The atea between Chicago and the Quad Cities includes many rapidly growing
communities From Chicago toward the West and South, many towns and cities have
experienced double digit growth increases in population since the year 2000. Southern
DuPage, Cook and Will counties have seen especially strong growth, pressuring
highway infrastructure, utilities, and schools. Community development and highway
congestion are readily apparent when traveling the nearly 3 hour, 175 mile route
between Chicago and the Quad cities

As information, there are only three weekday round trip bus frequencies available
between Chicago and the Quad Cities. The Quad City International Airport offers a
total of 10 daily scheduled round trip flights to Chicago's O'Hare International Airport
via two separate carriers flying regional jets.

The Quad Cities (Davenport, Moline, Rock Island, and Bettendorf) are located along
the Mississippi River Nearly 60% of its visitors are from the Chicago area With
dozens of miles of scenic riverfront, river boating, casinos, and thousands of acres of
expansive public spaces, the Quad Cities area is a major draw from both Iowa and
illinois. The huge Rock Island Arsenal, one of the largest military arsenals in the
country and located along the river, is transitioning to become the headquarters of the
United States First Army.

As will be discussed later in the report, there is only one logical rail route through the
Quad Cities themselves. The Iowa Inteistate Railroad operates through the Quad Cities
along the river and heads west through Iowa. The Quad Cities are considering at least
three potential locations for an Amtrak station. A study now underway supported by
several local stakeholders will recommend a site which will then be considered, given
available local and other financial support. If Amtrak service were to terminate in the
Quad Cities, an overnight storage track of sufficient length along with ample parking
and certain other requirements covered elsewhere in the report would be required.




Page 274 of 2624

Following receipt by Amtrak of the study request, alternative rail roufes between
Chicago and the Quad Cities were identified as potential candidates for this service.
Physical evaluations of the routes were conducted with host railroad personnel,
including hi-rail inspections, assessments of capital needs, and identification of
operational challenges.  Revenue/ridership forecasts were determined based on
recommended schedules, and estimates of cost to operate the service were developed.
The state and many of its communities have expressed the desire to establish Amtrak
service in the most expeditious way possible This study, therefore, has concentrated
on incremental and focused improvements, including the possibility of raising the
speeds on some of the route segments up to 79 MPH. As directed by IDOT, no "high-
speed" (110-mph) scenarios were considered The goal was to prepare a high-level and
objective report of the findings for IDOT’s further consideration. The study included
fact-finding discussions with the host railroad owners/operators of the trackage, local
governmental representatives, and advocacy groups.

Although there have been general operational discussions and field inspections with the
host freight railroads, the specific infrastructure improvement proposals, draft
schedules and other railroad-related comments in this repoit have not been negotiated
or agreed to with the host fieight railroads and reflect only the findings and best

judgment recommendations of the study team. Should further progression of one of the

alternative proposals be desired, detailed discussion and formal negotiations will have
to be initiated with those rail carriers. Implementation of service is also subject to the
time required to procure rolling stock, complete the package of infiastructure
improvements which are ultimately agreed to by the host fieight railroads, and recruit
and train additional personnel.

All proposed Amtrak train schedules shown in this feasibility study are dependent upon
schedule timeslots made available to Amtrak by ceitain of the host railroads.
Scheduled timeslots provided are subject to further discussion based on traffic
volumes, operating conditions and other considerations in existence at the time of
actual service commencement on either route. Given likely freight and/or passenger
traffic growth and the possibility of changing operating conditions on either route at the
time of service commencement, revisions to the proposed schedules shown in this
study can be anticipated What is particularly restrictive as to availability of time slots
to run additional trains are the commuter tesritories around Chicago In this study, the
proposed schedules were driven in large part by the ability to enter/exit the route
segments around Chicago.

Two alternative routes were identified as potentially feasible for establishment of
Amtrak service between Chicago and the Quad Cities with the westernmost segment
between Wyanet and the Quad Cities being common to both alternatives. These
alternatives are shown on the map included as Exhibit 1 Each requires a different
level of capital investment to make the service a practical reality. As detailed
elsewhere, the report shows current operating speeds alongside goals of 60 to 79 MPH
where those speeds might be achieved with appropriate infrastructure upgrading In
general, operating at current slow freight speeds results in extremely long trip times
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and would not result in practical, attractive passenger service schedules. The routes
studied were:

Route A: Chicago-Wyanet-Quad Cities via
Amtrak-BNSE-JAIS

Route B: Chicago-Joliet-Quad Cities via
Amtrak-CN-Metra/Rock Island District-CSXT-IAIS

Legend: Amtrak National Railroad Passenger Corporation
Metra  Commuter Rail Division of the Regional Transportation Autherity
BNSF  Burlington Northem Santa Fe RR
JAIS Towa Interstate Railroad
CN Canadian National Railroad
CSXI  CSX Transportation Company

A third alternative routing was considered using Metra’s Southwest Service route from
Chicago to New Lenox, IL where a connection would have to be constructed to
Metra’s Rock Island District for operations to proceed toward Joliet. This route was
eliminated from further consideration due to the land required for the connection track
being public park property and indications from a local official that any effort to utilize
this property would trigger a vigorous opposition by the public park agency. The two
rail lines (Metra’s Southwest Service and Metra’s Rock Island District) are grade
separated here, which would require significant taking of public park acreage to
facilitate the connection

In Section I, both route alternatives are discussed in some detail and a summary of
each is shown at the end of the report.

Rolling Stock

All route alternatives assume that the train sets required for the service will operate in
"sush-pull mode," and will consist of 1 locomotive in each consist and 1 non-powered-
control-unit (NPCU), or second locomotive, and will include provisions for food
service Because of varying ridership projections over the different route options, it
would be prudent to "right-size” the number of coaches in the consist to reflect the
anticipated patronage. The number of coaches required for Routes "A" and "B" is
listed in Section VI, page 20. It should be understood that the current car supply
situation at Amtrak is extremely tight and it is likely that equipment for this service
would have to be generated from our bad order storage inventory, and scheduled for
heavy repair in a car shop, thus requiring significant initial rehabilitation expenditures
and time. The train consist can be modified as future demand dictates or as the State
desires.
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Station Facilities

The availability of station facilities varies considerably along both routes. For
example, along Route A there are passenger station facilities already in use by either
BNSF/Metra or Amtrak at LaGrange Road, Naperville, Mendota and Princeton.
Investment would be required at Geneseo and there is not presently a readily-available
station at Quad Cities, although a regional consultant study is currently underway
reviewing possible station sites Along Route B there is a station at Joliet, but ali other
stations to the Quad Cities are either in need of replacement or major rehabilitation.
Some former stations facilities are privately owned For purposes of this report, it is
assumed that all station facilities will be provided by parties other than Amtrak,
including platforms, parking, and waiting areas. The assumption is that local
communities desiring a station stop will provide such facilities as well as ongoing
maintenance.

Although the suggested station stops have been shown in the sample schedules, they
can be modified depending upon the willingness and abilities of the communities to
provide facilities and as IDOT directs.

Regarding station platform design and construction, it should be noted that there is
industry-wide discussion underway of the United States Department of Transportation's
(USDOT) Notice of Proposed Rulemaking concerning amendments to the
Department's Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) regulations, specifically Docket
OST-2006-23985. In this notice, the DOT proposes that new commuter and intercity
rail stations shall provide level-entry boarding to all accessible cars in each train using
the station, Because this notice is still under consideration and no new rules have been
promulgated, questions of station platform designs, dimensions and construction
cannot be fully addressed and may therefore delay station (platform) development
efforts.

Discussion of Alternative Routes

Route A — Chicago —Plano — Mendota — Princeton — Geneseo - Moline via Amtrak,
BNSF and IAIS.

General Description of "Route A"

This proposed alternative would use the tracks of three carriers, as follows, and
requires the construction of a single connection track between BNSF and IAIS (see
"Capital Requirements, Section ILA. 2 ii"):

Miles
Amtrak 08
BNSF 110.1
IAIS _477
Total 158.6 Miles




The short Amtrak portion of this route is the immediate area of the south train shed and
includes lead tracks at Chicago Union Station This portion of the route transitions
onto the BNSF and continues westward on their route to Aurora The BNSF route is
very well-maintained and its 94 weekday commuter trains (47 in each direction) serve
many communities between Chicago and Aurora. Amtrak operates morning and

"~ evening trains in each direction to Quincy on this route as well as two-long distance
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trains via Galesburg: the California Zephyr and Southwest Chief The route also
carries a very high volume of freight to and from Chicago, approaching 100 Million
Gross Tons (MGT) annually, much of it time-sensitive intermodal container traffic
Freight speeds generaily range from 50-60 MPH and maximum passenger train speed
is 79 MPH This very busy route is mostly double and triple track, is signalized, and 1s
operated under centralized traffic control fiom BNSK's dispatching center in Ft. Wotth,
Texas The physical plant condition is excellent.

About 111 miles west of Chicago at Wyanet Illinois, the BNSF crosses over the IAIS
Railroad Described elsewhere is a proposed new track connection between the BNSF
and the IAIS at this location so that the train service can continue westward on the IALS
to Quad Cities.

The Towa Interstate Railroad route segment between Wyanet and Quad Cities is dark
(non-signaled) and employs a track warrant system for control of train operations The
current maximum speed on this segment is 40 MPH Freight traffic consists of one
through train each way daily. Two locals operate between Rock Island and Silvis
through Moline There are sidings at Atkinson (5430 ft), Silvis (5500 ft ) and Moline
(6000 ft), although the Moline siding is for all practical purposes a yard track
Congestion at Quad Cities is heavy as a result of industry switching, train make-up
activity, local train movements (3 times weekly) of the lowa, Chicago and Eastern
Railroad (ICE), and BNSF through and local trains, as well as the TAIS trains on the
east end Traffic density east of Quad Cities to Bureau, IL is currently slightly over 7.2
MGT and in the westward direction toward Towa City traffic is heavier, being nearly
twice that level at 13 7 MGT

As is typical for any Midwest rail operations, there are numerous public at-grade street
and highway crossings along the entire corridor and, in the more rural areas, private
crossings as well  Although many are equipped with train-activated devices, i.e, gates
and/or flashers, there are still numerous crossings with only passive cross buck signs.
It is recommended that discussions be initiated with the State of Illinois about any
additional grade crossing warning devices or closures that may be deemed appropriate
for the route.
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Capital Reguirements

Recommended Track Upgrading

The BNSF portion of the route between Chicago and Wyanet is well-maintained and
will not require any rehabilitation work, as the trackage is in a state of good repair and

" normal cyclical maintenance programs are adequate. In 2001, the consulting firm

ILA.2.0.
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Design Nine, Inc. performed an inspection of the subject Iowa Interstate trackage
between Wyanet and Quad Cities and developed a preliminary cost estimate for track
rehabilitation to accommodate speed increases to 60 and 79 MPH, respectively. As
neatly seven years have passed since that time and the condition of the railroad has
been improved significantly, especially as related to crosstie and surface conditions, we
conducted another physical plant inspection and developed a revised list of
recommended work, together with a capital cost estimate updated to current prices. As
stated in the prior report, there was little difference in cost to upgrade the track to either
60 or 79 MPH, with the exception that it was previously recommended that the
remaining jointed rail be replaced with continuous welded rail only for the 79 MPH
scenario. Today we recommend that, for maintaining good ride quality and for ease of
future maintenance, the remaining jointed rail, totaling approximately 8 track miles, be
replaced with continuous welded rail under either scenario. Another difference from
the 2001 study is that the crosstie and surface conditions of the line, as well as
conditions of turnouts and grade crossings, have improved dramatically and we now
recommend only a nominal spot crosstie replacement program totaling some 13,000
ties, together with a spot surfacing program totaling approximately 25 miles This
would include an increase in the superelevation of curves as warranted for higher
speeds. By comparison, the 2001 study recommended a crosstie renewal exceeding
91,000 ties based on the conditions at that time. We also recommend that, under the
speed increase proposals, a lump sum of funding be provided for miscellaneous other
work, including joint elimination, ditching, minor bridge and culvert work (note: no
specific major structural problems were brought to our attention), elimination of mud
spots in the track, shoulder work as warranted in connection with curve speed
upgrades, etc. Under the 60-MPH scenario developed in 2001, signal costs were
included only to upgrade the approach circuits of existing train-activated grade
crossing warning devices. Since existing signal regulations permit operation of
passenger trains up to that speed without a wayside block signal system, no costs
related to such a system were included in this report for the 60-MPH scenario and the
turnouts at the Atkinson passing siding are contemplated to remain hand thrown rather
than remotely-controlled. In our 79-MPH estimate, the siding is powered and a
wayside signal system is included, together with a dispatching console at the Iowa
City, Iowa control office.

Propesed Construction of Connection Track

At Wyanet, IL just west of Princeton, the BNSE’s route is grade-separated over the
Towa Interstate’s main track and there currently is no connection track between the two
lines. To permit straightaway train movements, a connection track needs to be
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constructed in the northeast quadrant. In 2001, the Illinois Department of
Transportation engaged the consulting firm of Design Nine, Inc to prepare a plan and
preliminary cost estimate for this proposed connection. The proposed design includes
aNo 24 crossover with powered switches between the two BNSF main tracks just east
of the proposed turnout for the connection, and a No 24 turnout in the lowa Interstate’s
main track This design would accommodate a passenger train speed of 50 MPH We
believe the preliminary design and assumptions made are still valid and inflated to
today’s prices, the total cost of this 4000-foot connection is estimated at approximately
$5.6 million in 2007 dollars. About seven acres of land would have to be acquired to
accommodate the proposed connection track and it appears that there has been no
commercial or residential development in the immediate area since the consultant’s
prior work. No environmental review has been conducted in the area of the proposed
connection track

ILA.2.iii.Order of Magnitude Summary of Capital Cost $ Millions
60 MPH 79 MPH

a.  Construction of connection track between BNSF and $56 $5.6
Jowa Interstate at Wyanet

b. Replace remaining jointed rail with continuous welded 36 36
rail

¢ Spot replacement of 15,000 crossties 1.1 11

d. Surfacing 25 miles 04 04

e, Misc other track, bridge, culvert, drainage, and 10 10
roadbed work

f  Extend grade crossing starts for higher speeds 10 10
Install wayside signal system, controlled switches at —_ 73
Atkinson, electric locks on switches, control console in
dispatch center

h  Contingencies 15% on items b — g above 1.1 22
Total $i3.8 $22.4

Schedules
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Using Amtrak's standard methodology and reflecting the maximum authorized
operating speeds, station dwell times, and 8% recovery time, "strawman" schedules
were developed for Route A based on the current allowable speeds, as well as on
upgraded conditions reflecting infrastructure improvement alternatives on the Iowa
Interstate to permit maximum operating speeds of 60 and 79 MPH, respectively. Only
the latter two alternatives are considered viable and competitive for this corridor,
although revenue/ridership forecasts have been developed for all three scenarios for
comparative purposes.

10




Scenario: A1

Route: BNSF - IAIS
Origin/Destination: Chicago/Moline

| A1 - Current Speeds via BNSF-IAIS
Chicago...Plano...Mendota...Princeton...Geneseo...Moline

385 387 384 386
Daily Daily Daily Daily
9:30 AM| 6:30 PM| j {Dp |Chicago, IL CT Ar ? 12:00 PM| 10:00 PM
R 9:47 AM] R 6:47 PM| | |Dp |La Grange Road, IL Dp D 11:32AM| D 9:32PM
R 10:04 AM| R 7:04 PM|{ } |Dp _[Naperville, IL Dp D 1117 AM| D 917 PM
10:29 AM|  7:29 PMj | IDp_|Plano, IL Dp 10:53 AM]  8:53 PM
10:57 AM|  7:57 PM| | {Dp |Mendota, IL Dp 10:25 AM{  8:25 PM]
11:19 AM{  8:19 PM| ] [Dp [Princeton, iL Dp 10:05 AM|  8:05 PM}
12:37 PM| 9:37 PM J Dp |Geneseo, IL Dp 8:47 AM|  6:47PM]
1:30 PM| 10:30 PM| ¥ |Ar |Moline, iL DE 8:.00 AM| €:00 PMl

R - LaGrange Road and Naperville Westbound - Stops oniy to receive passengers
D - Naperville and LaGrange Road Eastbound - Stops only to discharge passengers

Scenario; A2

Route: BNSF - IAIS
Origin/Destination: Chicago/Moline

A2 - 60mph via BNSF-AIS
Chicago...Plano...Mendota...Princeton...Geneseo...Moline

385 387 384 386
9:30 AM 6:30 PM| | IDp [Chicago, IL CT Ar |4]| 12:00PM| 10:00 PM
R 9:47 AM| R 6:47 PM| | |[Dp {La Grange Road, IL Dp D 11:32AM; D 9:32PM
R10:04 AM| R 7:04 PM| } |Dp {Naperville, IL Dp D 11:17 AMj D 9:17 PM
10:29 AM| 7:29PM| | [Dp |Plano, Il Dp 10:63 AM} 8:53 PM
10;57 AM 7:57 PM| | [Dp |[Mendota, IL Dp 10:25 AM|  8:26 PM
11:19 AM 8:19 PM| | iDp |Princeton, IL Dp 10:05 AM 8:05 PM)
12:25 PM 9:25 PM| | IDp |Geneseo, il Dp 9:01 AM| T:01PM
1:05 PM| 10:05 PM|y [Ar |Moline, IL Dp 8:256 AM| 6:26 PNTI

R - LaGrange Road and Naperville Westbound - Stops anly to receive passengers
D - Naperville and LaGrange Road Eastbound - Stops only to discharge passengers

11
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Scenario: A3

Route: BNSF - IAIS
Origin/Destination: Chicago/Moline

A3 - T9mph via BNSF-IAIS
Chicago...Plano...Mendota...Princeton...Geneseo...Moline
385 387 384 386
Daily Daily Daily Daily
9:30 AM 6:30 PM! | [Dp_|Chicago, IL CT Ar 4 12:00 PM|  10:00 PM{
R 9:47AM| R 6:47 PMi | |[Dp |La Grange Road, IL Dp D 11:32AM| D 9:32 FM]
R10:04 AM| R 7:04 PM} | {Dp |Naperville, IL Dp D 11:17 AM| D 9:17 PM]
10:29 AM 7:29 PM] § [Dp [Plano, IL Dp 10:53 AM 8:53 PM]
10:57 AM 7:57 PM| | |[Dp |Mendota, IL Dp 10:25 AM 8:26 PMJ
11:19 AM 8:19PM} | |Dp |Princefon, iL Dp 10:05 AM 8:05 PM}
12:14 PN 9:14 PM; | IDp |Geneseo, IL Dp | 9:12 AM 712 PM
12:50 PM 9:50 PMiy |Ar |Moline, IL Dp 8:40 AM 6:40 PM

IL.B.

ILB.1.
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R - LaGrange Road and Naperville Westbound - Stops only to receive passengers
D - Naperville and LaGrange Road Eastbound - Stops only to discharge passengers

The proposed station stops indicated above reflect our initial rtecommendations for this
route based on discussions with various parties. It is possible that these may change, or
that other stations may be added if this route is selected for possible implementation of
service. (See also general discussion on "Station Facilities,” Section 1.C.)

Route B — Chicago — Joliet — Morris — LaSalle — Geneseo — Moline via Amtrak,

CN, Metra (Rock Island District), CSXT, and TAIS

General Description "Route B"

This proposed alternative would use the tracks of 5 carriers, as foliows:

Miles
Amtrak 08
CN (St. Charles Airline) 14
Metra/Rock Island District 385
CSXT 543
IAIS 825
Total 177.5 Miles

12




As described in Route A, the short Amtrak portion of this route is the immediate area
of the south train shed and includes lead tracks at Chicago Union Station. The
proposed routing then duplicates the "see-saw" move required for today's operation of
Amtrak's service between Chicago, Carbondale and New Orleans and continues

_ eastward to Metra's Clark St. Tower where it turns south over a connection track onto

ILB.2.

I.B.2.i.
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Metra's Rock Island District toward Joliet. The Rock Island commuter district begins
at Chicago LaSalle Street Station before it reaches Clark Street Tower The Rock
Island District operates 68 daily trains (34 trains each way) making more than 20
station stops Chicago — Blue Island — Joliet, including their local Beverly Sub District

The toute portion from Clark Street to Joliet is double track under CTC control and
Cab signals with a top speed of 79 MPH There is minimal freight traffic on the
Metra/Rock Island segment Just beyond Joliet Union Depot, which is the south end of
the Metra/Rock Island commuter district, the route crosses the Des Plaines River
drawbridge and transitions onto the CSXT Railroad for the next 54 miles. The CSXT
portion of the route is dispatched from their Calumet City center using TWC and DTC
dispatcher authorizations for train movement The current maximum speed on the
CSXT segment is 40 MPH with more than half of the route restricted to 25 MPH or
less Sidings at Rockdale and Seneca provide some meeting and passing opportunities.
Freight traffic on the CSXT consists of one through CSXT train in each direction and
one through IAIS train in each direction over the 1oute, and three locals that work
various industries, especially several silica plants in this area, as well as an Ottawa yard

job that works strictly within Ottawa yard limits Traffic from five planned new

ethano] plants, mostly located on the west end of the IAIS, will increase across the
route as the new plants come on line between the second quatter of 2008 and the third
quarter of 2009,

As in the case of "Route A" and as is typical for any Midwest rail operations, there are
numerous public at-grade street and highway crossings along the entire corridor and, in
the more rural areas, private crossings as well. Although many are equipped with train
activated warning devices, i.e., gates and/or flashers, there ate still numerous crossings
with only passive cross buck signs. It is recommended discussion be initiated with the
State of Illinois about any additional grade crossing warning devices or closutes that
may be deemed appropriate for the route.

Capital Requirements

Recommended Track Upgrading

The Metra segment between Chicago and Joliet is a well-maintained route used
primarily for commuter operations, in addition to a small complement of CSXT and
Towa Interstate fieight trains via trackage rights. This segment will not require any
rehabilitation work, as the physical plant condition is excellent and the normal cyclical
maintenance programs performed by Metra are adequate

13
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Beginning at Joliet, the 54-mile CSXT trackage segment is in various states of
condition. There is a mixture of continuous welded rail as well as jointed rail, with
weights ranging from 115# to 141# The majority of the line has 132# jointed rail.
The tie condition, although adequate for today’s relatively slow maximum operating
freight train speeds, is not sufficient for operations at the higher speeds necessary for
the proposed passenger operations. Some of the jointed rail is surface-bent and there
are segments of track with significant stretches of severe muddy ballast conditions,
together with pumping joints. For reasons of providing higher speeds, good ride
quality conditions for passengers, and for ease of maintenance in the future, it is
recommended that all of the temaining jointed rail be replaced with continuous welded
rail, that a heavy crosstie renewal be undertaken, and that the entire line be surfaced
This would include increasing the superelevation in curves for higher speeds and
modification of curve spirals as required.

On the 20-mile segment of trackage between Milepost 95 and 114 9 (Bureau, L),
which is leased by Jlowa Interstate from CSXT, the observations regarding
recommended rail, crosstie, and surfacing programs are similar as for the CSXT
segment. The related costs for all of the recommended work have been incorporated in
the summary table.

Between Bureau, IL and Milepost 129.5 (Wyanet), the condition of the rail improves
significantly With the exception of a short segment of jointed rail at Bureau, this
portion of the route consists of continuous welded rail ranging in size from 119# to
132# and is adequate to accommodate the proposed higher speeds A major crosstie
renewal program was carried out in the recent past but it was noted during the
inspection trip that some additional crosstie work is warranted for the proposed higher
speed scenarios. This cost has also been included in the summary tables, as has the
cost of surfacing and other miscellaneous work The capital infrastructure work
required between Wyanet and Quad Cities was developed for the alternative route
(Route A) and is again summarized in the table for this route option,

The cost estimate for upgrading the Joliet to Wyanet trackage includes extension of
grade crossing warning device circuitry to permit higher speeds and, with the 79-MPH
scenario, the installation of a wayside signal system and remote control for turnouts at
key sidings. With the 60-MPH proposal, the grade crossing circuitry upgrading work
is included, but it is presumed that the line operations would still be carried out as a
“dark” railroad, ie., with no wayside signal system, as currently permitted by federal
law. There is, however, one exception for which we recommend wayside signals under
both speed options. The CSXT portion of the route between Joliet and MP 95 has a
heavy concentration of rail customers, including industrial plants and bulk shippers,
which necessitates the operation of local trains to setve these facilities. There are
numerous turnouts along the route to provide direct track access and it is not unusual
for the trains performing the facility switching to leave a portion of their train on the
main track or in existing sidings In order to provide an added measure of protection,
we recommend the inclusion of a wayside signal system on this route segment for both

14
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speed options due to the nature of the freight operations, including the remote
controlling of ten turnouts at sidings An additional comment on the CSXT trackage
pertains to potential capacity degradation with the introduction of the proposed
passenger trains Given the intensity of switching operations in addition to the through
freight movements, it is recommended that if this option is determined to be the
preferred routing for the passenger service, a train traffic flow simulation study be
conducted to ascertain if additional line or switching capacity may be required.
Although it is recognized that no such detailed modeling was performed for purposes
of this feasibility study, we have concern about this issue and have included a
placeholder in the capital cost summary to cover the potential construction of
additional trackage to provide an offset to any capacity degradation or loss of
operational flexibility Therefore, a lump sum of $5 million has been added as a line
item in the capital cost table

15




ILB.2.ii. OQrder of Magnitude Summary of Capital Cost

CSXT Segment

Replace remaining jointed rail with continuous welded 1ail
- Crosstic renewal — 51,000 ties -
Surfacing 54 miles
Misc other track, bridge, culvert, drainage, and roadbed
work
Extend grade crossing starts for higher speeds
Install wayside signal system, remote control sidings,
electric locks on switches, control console.
g Placeholder for capacity mitigation
h Contingencies 15% on items a — g, above

Lo oW

b 3 ¢

Subtotal:

Milepost 95-114.9 (L.eased by Ilowa Interstate from CSXT)

Replace remaining jointed rail with continuous welded rail
Crosstie renewal — 30,000 ties

Surfacing 20 miles

Misc other track, bridge, culvert, drainage, and roadbed
work

Extend grade crossing starts for higher speeds

Install wayside signal system, remote control sidings,
electric locks on switches

g Contingencies 15% on items a - f, above

o P o B » i o}

L ¢

Subtotal:

Milepost 114.9 — Wyanet MP 129.5 (lowa Interstate)

Replace remaining jointed rail with continuous welded rail
Crosstie renewal — 8,200 tics

Surfacing 15 miles

Misc. other track, bridge, culvert, drainage, and roadbed
work

Extend grade crossing starts for higher speeds

Install wayside signal system, remote control sidings,
electric locks on switches

g Contingencies 15% on items a — £ above

a0 oW

Lo B ¢]

Subtotal:

Wyanet MP 129.5 to Quad Cities

Summary of capital upgrading cost shown in the alternative
routing option BNSF/Iowa Interstate

Subtotal:

Grand Total:
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$ Millions

60 MPH 79 MPH

$19 4 $19 4
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18 23
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02 02

— 24
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$8.5 17.1

78.4 93.3
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Schedules

Using Amtrak’s standard methodology and reflecting the maximum authorized
operating speeds, station dwell times, and 8% recovery time, "strawman" schedules
were developed for Route B based on the cutrent allowable speeds, as well as on
upgraded conditions reflecting infrastiucture improvement alternatives on CSXT and
Towa Interstate to permit maximum operating speeds of 60 and 79 MPH, respectively.
Only the latter two alternatives are considered viable and competitive for this corridor,
although revenue/ridership forecasts have been developed for all three scenarios for
comparative purposes

Scenario: B1
Route: Metra - CSXT - 1AIS
Origin/Destination: Chicago/Moline

B1 - Current Speeds via Metra-CSXT-lAIS

Chicago...Joliet...Morris...LaSalle...Geneseo...Moline

385 387 384 386
Daily Daily Daily Daily
9:22AM| 6:35PM| { [Dp [Chicago, IL CT Ar |4 1:54PM|  11:59 PM
R 10:43AM| R 7:55 PM| { [Dp [Joliet, IL Dp D 12:35PM| D 10:40 PM]
11:40AM|  8:53PM| | {Dp [Morris, IL Dp 11:29AM|  5:34 PV
1:32PM|  10:45PMj | [Dp [LaSalle, IL Dp 9:30AM]  7:35 PM]
3:26 PM| 12:39 AM|{ | |Dp |Geneseo, IL Dp 7:36 AM 5:41 PM]
__4:27‘:‘% 1:40 AM) y [Ar_[Moline, IL Dp L 6:49AM|  4:54 PV

R - Joliet Westhound - Stops only to receive passengers
D - Joliet Eastbound - Stops only to discharge passengers
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Scenario: B2
Route: Metra - CSXT - IAIS
Origin/estination: Chicago/Moline

B2 - 60mph via Metra-CSXT-HAIS
Chicago...Joliet...Morris...LaSalle...Geneseo...Moline

P R L
385 387 384 386
Daily Daily Daily Daily
9:22 AM 6:35PM| | [Dp [Chicago, IL CT Ar |4 1:54 PM|  11:59 PM{
R 10:43AM} R 7:56PMj | [Dp [|Joliet, IL Dp D 12:35PM| D 10:40 PM]
11:26 AM 8:39 PM| | |Dp |Morris, IL Dp 11:44 AM 9:49 PM]
12:48 PM| _ 10:01 PM| | [Dp |LaSalis, IL Dp 10:21 AM| __ 8:26 PM]
2:04PM| 11:17PMj | [Dp |Geneseo, IL Dp 9:05AM|  7:10 PN}
247 PM] __12:00 AM] y [Ar_[Moline, IL Dp 8:29 AM 6:34 PMJ

R - Joliet Westbound - Stops only to receive passengers
D - Joliet Eastbound - Stops only to discharge passengers

Scenario: B3

Route: Metra - CSXT - IAIS
Origin/Destination: Chicago/Moline

B3 - 79mph via Metra-CSXT-AIS
Chicago...Joliet...Morris...LaSalle...Geneseo... Moline

385 387 384 386

Daily Daily Daily Daily
9:22 AM 6:35 PM| | IDp_[Chicage, IL CT Ar |4 1:54 PM 11:59 PME
R 10:43 AM| R 7:56 PM| [ iDp |Joliet, IL Dp D 12:35 PM| D 10:40 PM}
11:20 AM 8:33 PM| | {Dp [Morris, IL Dp 11:52 AM 9:57 PM}
12:31 PM 9:44 PM| { {Dp |LaSalle, IL Dp 10:38 AM 8:43 PM|
1:29PMi  10:42PMj | [Pp [Genesso, IL Dp 9:40 AM 7:45 PM|
2:08 PM|  11:21 PM|¢ |Ar [Moline, IL Dp 9:08 AM 7:13 PM]

R - Joliet Westbound - Stops only fo receive passengers
D - Joliet Easthound - Stops only to discharge passengers

The proposed station stops indicated above reflect our initial recommendations for this
route based on discussions with various parties It is possible that these may change, or
that other stations may be added, if this route is selected for possible implementation of
service. {See also general discussion on "Station Facilities," Section 1.C.)
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111 Lavover Facility

Presuming the service terminates in the Quad Cities, an overnight train consist storage
track location will need to be identified In addition, a small building facility will be
needed for use by train crews, as well as for storage of cleaning equipment and for
communications facilities A standby 480 volt power unit as well as potable water unit
needs to be provided A line item of $300,000 is recommended for the layover facility.
This amount has been added to the capital cost of each route alternative as reflected in
Section V below

IV. Ridership/Revenue Forecast Summary — All Routes

See Attachment Numbers 1 and 2 on Pages 21-22

V. Summary — Proposed Chicago-QOuad Cities

This section summarizes key elements of each route alternative between Chicago and

Quad Cities.

Route A — Chicago-Wyanet-Ounad Cities via Amtralk-BNSF-IAIS
Length of Route {(miles) 1586
No Rail Carriers 3

Al A2 A3

Proposed Scheduled Running Time (hr:min) 4:00 3:35 3:20
"Order of Magnitude" Capital Cost ($millions) (1) $03 $14.1 $227
Estimated Annual Ridership | 90,000 102,700 110,800
Estimated Annual Revenue ($millions) $2.1 $24 $26
Estimated Annual Operating Expense ($millions) - $84 $84 $85
Estimated Annual Operating Subsidy ($millions) $63 $6.0 $59

Summary —- Proposed Chicago-Quad Cities - Continued

Route B — Chicage-Joliet-Quad Cities via Amérak-CN-Metra/Rock Island District-CSXT-

IAIS

Length of Route (miles) 1775
No Rail Carriers 5

Bl B2 B3
Proposed Scheduled Running Time (hr:min) 7.05 5:25 4:46
"Order of Magnitude" Capital Cost ($millions) (1} $0.3 $78 7 $94 1
Estimated Annual Ridership 40,300 69,900 84,300
Estimated Annual Revenue ($millions) $09 $17 $2.1
Estimated Annual Operating Expense ($mitlions) $8 4 $85 $8 4
Estimated Annual Operating Subsidy ($millions) $75 $68 $6.3

Footnote (1): Includes $0 3 million for a recommended Quad Cities layover facility
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VL Mobilization Cests (one-tinie expense)

There are a number of up-front expenses that would be incurred by Amtrak should any
of the route alternatives be funded. These include coach rehabilitation, personnel
recruitment and training, radio equipment, uniforms for on-board personnel, etc. A
summary of significant items is presented below:

Mobilization Costs
Chicago — Quad Cities

One Time Costs Option A Option B

Al A2 A3 _Bl B2 _B3
Coach Rehabilitation $42 $42 $4.2 $2.8 $28 $28
(Miltions}
Number of coach cars per 2 2 2 1 1 1
train
No. of food service cars 1 1 1 | 1 1
per train
Mechanical and $1.05 $1.05 $105 $105 $105 $1.05
Transportation Training
(Millions)

20
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ABS

BNSF

Cab Signals

CN
CSXT

CicC

CWR

DTC

FRA
Class of Track

ICE
IAIS
IDOT

METRA

MGT

TWC

Attachment 3
Acronyms

Automatic Block Signals — On a specific section or length of track, an
arrangement of automatic signals governing each block

The Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway Company

Signals that are located in the engine control compartment and which
indicate track occupancy or condition. Cab signals are used in
conjunction with intertocking signals and with or in lieu of block
signals.

Canadian National Railways

CSX Transportation Company

Centralized Traffic Control ~ A term applied to a system of railroad
operation by means of which the movement of trains over routes and
through blocks on a designated section of track or tracks is directed by
signals controlled from a designated control point.

Continuous Welded Rail

Ditect Traffic Control — A block or series of blocks or sections of
track where a train dispatcher authorizes track occupancy

Federal Railroad Administration classification of track based on
physical conditions and geometry, which determines maximum train
speeds that can be operated.

Iowa, Chicago, & Eastern Railroad

lowa Interstate Railroad

The Illinois Department of Transportation

The Commuter Rail Division of the Regional Transportation
Authority, a division of an Blinois Municipal Corporation

Million Gross Tons — A traffic density measure The movement of
one million tons of weight, including the goods, cars, and locomotives

Track Warrant Control — A method to authorize train movement to

protect men or machines on a main track within specified limits in a
territory designated by the timetable
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EXHIBITS

Exhibit 1 — Altexrnative Route Map (attached)

Exhibit 2 — IDOT Letter (copy attached)

Letter from Illinois IDOT to Amtrak, dated February 20, 2007 requesting a feasibility
study.

Exhibit 3 - References

1. Employee Timetables:
a IAIS RR, Timetable No 9; February, 2005
b. CSX Transportation, Chicago Division Timetable No. 1; January 1, 2005
2 Metra Operations Profile, Rock Island District; August 15, 2005
3. Railroad Track Charts:
TAIS, CSXT, Amtrak
4. Past Internal Amtrak Feasibility Studies: March 1991, March 1992 and May 1998
Chicago — Quad Cities Amtrak services feasibility investigation: Design Nine, Inc
July 27, 2001
Wyanet, lilinois track connection study; Alfred Benesch and Company; July 1992
Rail Passenger Service Study, entitled "Potential For Expansion and Upgrade of
Rail Passenger Service in Illinois"; Illinois Department of Transportation; June
1989.
8 Quad Cities — Chicago Passenger Rail Service Initiative Public Opinion Survey;,
Bi-State Regional Commission; July 1994.
9. Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy for the Bi-State Region 2006, Bi-
State Regional Commission; September 2006
10. Miscellaneous demographic Reports

i

~ o

Exhibit 4- Resolutions (copies attached)

Bettendorf City Council; June 5, 2007

Bettendorf Chamber of Commerce; May 2007

B-State Regional Commission; June 27, 2007

City of Davenport; 2007

DavenportOne; 2007

East Moline, IL; June 18, 2007

Quad City Chamber of Commerce; 2007

City of Moline; June 5, 2007

Muscatine County Board of Supervisors; July 16, 2007
Quad City Audubon Society; June 6, 2007
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Fxhibit 4- Resolutions — Continued {copies attached)

Quad City Convention and Visitors Bureau; 2007

Rock Island County Board; June 19, 2007

Rock Island City Council; June 5, 2007

Scott County Board of Supervisors; July 26, 2007

Silvis City Council; 2007

Young Professionals Network of the Quad Cities; May 23 2007
Bettendorf Chamber of Commerce; May 20,2007

Exhibit 5 — Letters of Support (copies attached)

Quad City Chamber of Commerce; 2007

Quad City government leaders

Barjan LLC; July 25, 2007

Midwest High Speed Rail Associatton

Quad City Development Group; August 3, 2007

Exhibit 6 — Selected Route Photographs (copies attached)

Exhibit 7 — Photo and Plan of Propose

d Illinois Connection {copies attached
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Exhibit 1 — Alternative Route Map (Attached)
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llinois Department of Transportation

Division of Public 2nd intermodal Transportaticn
300 West Adams Street / 2nd Floor / Chicago, lllinois / 60606

February 20, 2007

Mr. Roy Johanson

Vice President, Planning & Analysis
National Passenger Railroad Corporation
60 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002

Dear Mr. Johanson:

| am writing to you regarding the proposed passenger rail service between
Chicago and the Quad cities. Specifically, | respectfuily request that Amtrak
conduct a feasibility study including potential routes and associated cost
estimates, as part of the proposed re-establishment of passenger rail service
to the area. The Quad cities were last served with passenger rail service in
1978 by the former Rock Isiand Railroad.

Amtrak's important role in lllinois’ multi-modal transportation system is
becoming even more important. This is especially true in areas without
existing passenger rail service. A feasibifity study for proposed service is a
critical step and will serve as the basis for continuing discussions in the
possibilities of future expansions of passenger rail service in lllinois

The recent increase in state funding from $12 to $24 million to increase
Amtrak service on the existing lllinois routes, is testament to the strong
commitment to passenger rail from Governor Rod R. Blagojevich and the
llinois General Assembly.

Please advise if there will be any costs associated to conduct the study.

| look forward to working with you in this important transportation issue. If you
have any questions, please contact George Weber of my staff. He can be
reached at 312-793-4222.

cc: United States Senator Richard Durbin Mr. Joe McHugh - Amtrak
United States Representative Phil Hare Mr. Gil Mallery - Amtrak
Mr. Alexander Kummant — Amtrak Mr. Mike Franke - Amirak
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RESOLUTION NO. 11607

WHEREAS, the federal govemnment is giving strong consideration to the
expansion of national passenger rail service as a viable means of safe and efficient

WHEREAS, the State of Tlinois has contributed substantial investment to expand
the operation and capital expenses associated with passenger rail service, making Illinois
the 2™ largest state supporter of intercity passenger Tzl service in 2006, and;

WHEREAS, Amirak has experienced a substantial increase in the amount of
passenger traffic along existing routes in the State of Tllinois, and;

WHEREAS, the State of Ilinois is explaring the expansion of passenger rail
service, including a feasibility study being conducted by Amirak to examine the
implementation of passenger rail service between Chicago and the Quad Cities, and;

WHEREAS, the implementation of passenger rail service between the Quad
Citieg and Chicago has been identified'as a regional priority by the Illinois Quad City
Chamber of Commerce’s economic growth strategy, Blueprint 2010, and;

WHEREAS, passengerrﬁil service from the Quad Cities to Chicago will provide -
an impartant transportation connection and allow for economic and quality of life
benefits for the Quad Cities, and;

e ‘WHEREAS, the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition was created to serve as an. |
L advocacy group representing the Quad City region fo promote the implementation of
' passenger 1ail service between the Quad Cities and Chicago, now therefore

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Bettendorf City Council hereby
supports the implementation of passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and
Chicago, and '

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the Bettendorf City Council encourages
area residents to advocate their support for passenger rail by joining the Quad Cities
Pasgsenger Rail Coalition.

-

%aﬁz\_ PLeadd s

City Clerk Decker P. Ploen
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Resolution of Support

Whereas, the federal government is giving strong consideration to the expansion
of national passenger rail service as a viable means of safely and efficiently moving
people via its AMTRAKXK system, and

Whereas, the State of Tllinois has contributed substantial investment to augment
the operation and capital expenses associated with this contemplated expansion, and

Whereas, in light of this investment there has been a substantial increase in the
amount of passenger traffic along existing lines, and

Whereas, the extension of higher-speed passenger rail service between the
Chicago metro area and other lgcaﬁons in the state is being considered there, and
Whereas, studies have shown that a high-speed passenger rail connection to the
Quad Cities would be the most economical extension of said service as well as the
route most likely to attract the most passengers, and

Whereas, an advocacy group known as QC Rail has been established to advocate
on behalf of such a connection,

BE I'T RESOLVED, that the Bettendorf Chamber of Commerce supports
wholeheartedly the concept of high-speed passenger rail service between Chicago and
the Quad Cities, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it encourages all citizens and
interested parties in indicate their support for this effort by j Jommg the QC Rail
Coalition.

APPROVED THIS DAY, NIAY 16, 2007, by the Board of Directors of the“ \
Bettendorf Chamber of Commerce FR

Kim Guy, Chairman of the Board Scott Tunmcliff, President/CEQ
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OFFICERS:

CHAIR

Dick Q"Brien

VICE-CHAIR

Don Welvaart

SECRETARY

Tom Nichoison

TREASURER

Miks FErsemirs

R, MUNICIPAL RE"REEVTAHVES.“
- Cliy of Davenport

‘i?; J: Recycied Paper.
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[ < )
Bi-State

Reglonal Commission
Serving local governments in Muscatine and Scott Countles, lowa;
Henry, Mercer and Rock island Countles, llinais,

RESOLUTION |
SUPPORTING: PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE

WHEREAS, the federal government is giving strong consideration to the
expansion of national passengcr rail service as a viable means of safe and efficient
tmnspo:tauon. and

WHEREAS, the State of Illinois has contributed substantial investment to expand
the operation and capital expenses associated w:tb. passenger rail service; and
f
WHEREAS, Amtrak has expenencad a substantial increase in the amowat of
passenger traffic; and

WHEREAS, the States of Hlincis and Towa are exploring the expansion of
passenger rail service, including a feasibility study being conducted by Amtrak to
examine the implementation of passenger rail service between Chicago-and the Quad
Cities (with eventnal service to Iowa City and Des Moines); and i

‘WHEREAS, the irplementation of passenger 1ail service between the Quad
Cities and Chicago has been identified s a transportation priodity by the
Bi-State Regional Commission in the Quad City Area Long Range Transportation Plans
since 1995; and :

WHEREAS, passenger rail service from the Quad Cities to Chicago will provide
an important transportation connection and allow for economic and quality of life
benefits for the Quad Cities; and

WHEREAS, 2 passenger rail coalition was created to sexve as anrddwcacy group
Iepxesennng the Qua.d City region to promote the implementation of passangermﬂ
service between the Quad Cities and Chicago;

it

13

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Bi-State Regional Commission
hereby supports the implementation of passénger rail service between the Quad Cities
and Chicago; and

1ET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the Bi-State Regional Commission
encourages area 1esidents to advocate their support for passenger rail and the Quad City
Area Long Range Transportation Plan by joining the Quad Cities Passenger Rail
Coalition.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOFTED this 27ft1 da.y of Iune 2007

s Chau chk o Bnen*
’ reoktion APART-OF*
1504 Third Avenue: P.C. Box 3368, Rock Island; linois- 61204-3368+ :
Phone (309) 783-6300, Fax (309) 793-6305
E-mail: info@histateoniine.org - Website: www bistateontine:org.




Whereas:

‘Whereas:

‘Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

Citp of ZBahznpnrt Fotoa
RESOLUTION

The federal govemmt:s giving strong consideration to the expansion of national |
passenger rail service as a viable means of safe and efficient transportation; and

The State of Tlinois has contributed substantial investment to expand the operation and

capital expenses associates with passenger rail service, making Qlinois the 2* largcst state
supporter of ntercity passengex rail service in 2006; and

Amirak has experienced a substannal increase 1o the amount of passenger traffic along
existing routes m the State of [llinois; and

The State of Tinois is explorng the expansion of passenger rail service, in&uding a
feasibility study being conducted by Amtrak to examine the implementation of passénger
rail service between Chicago and the Quad Cities; and '

The implementation of passenger 1ail sexvice between the Quad Cities and Chicago has
been identified as a regionat priority by the lllinois Quad City Chamber of Commerce’s
economic growth strategy, Blueprint 20101 and )

- Passenger rail service from the Quad Cities to Chicago will provide an important

transportation connection and aflow for economic and quality of life bcneﬁm for the
Quad Cities; and

The Quad Cities Passengex Rail Coalition was created to sexve as an a.dvocat.;y Broup

Iepresennng the Quad City region to promote the implementation of passenger 2,
service between the Quad Cities and Chicago. v

Now, Therefore, We, Edwin G. Winborn, Mayor, and the 'City Council of the City of Davenport,
Jowa hereby supports the implementation of passenger rail sexrvice between the Quad Cittes and Chicago
and encourages area residents to advocate thesr su})port for passenger rail by joining the Quad Cites
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DavenportOne

Chamber of Commerce + Economic Developraent * Downtewn Partnership

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING PASSENGER RAIL

Whereas, the federal government is giving strong consideration to the expansion of
national passenger rail service as a viable means of safe and efficient transportation, and,

Whereas, the State of Tllinois has contributed substantial investment to expand the
opela’aon and capital expenses associated with passenger 1ail service, making Illinois the
2" Jargest state supporter of intercity passenger rail service in 2006, and;

Whereas, Ilinois and Iowa are exploring the expansion of passenger rail service,
including a feasibility study being conducted by Amtrak to examine the implementation
of passenger rail service between Chicago and the Quad Cities, Quad Cities and Iowa
City/Des Moines and;

Whereas, the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition was created to serve as an advocacy
group representing the Quad City region to promote the implementation of passenger rail
service between the Quad Cities and Chicago, and

Whereas, the implementation of passenger 1ail service between the Quad Cities and
Chicago will allow for great economic and quality of life benefits for the over 400,000
residents in the Jowa and Illinois Quad Cities, now therefore

Let it be resolved that DavenportOne hereby supports the implementation of passenger
rail service between the Quad Cities and Chicago, and

Let it be further 1esolved that DavenportOne encourages its members and area residents
to advocate their support for passenger rail by joining the Quad Cities Passenger Rail

Coalition.
Ruséell % Bamey
Ch xm of the Board President & CEO

130 W, 2nd Street « Davenport, lowa 52801 » ph 563.322 1706 « fax: 563 322 7804 » www.davenportone.com
- Page 305 of 2624




Page 306 of 2624

RESOLUTION OF THY, CTTY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST MOLIN £,
ILLINOIS, TO SUPI'ORT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF PASSENGER RAIL
SERAVICE BETWELN THE QUAD CITIES AND CHICAGO

WHEREAS, the federal govarnment & giving soang consideration 10 the
expansion of nationa! passenger vail service as a visblo moans of safe and officient
transpertation, and

WHEREAS, |ho Stase of [linois hag contribued substantial investment 10 expand
the operation and capital expenses assaciated with passenger rail service, meking Minois
the 2 largesr staga x1nporter of intercity prasenger rail servics in 2006, nd

 WHEREAS, Amirek has experienced a cubatimiial increase in the asnontt of
passenget trafiic alonys existing routes in the State of Minois, and

WHEREAS, the Stats of Minols s axploring the sxpansion ofﬁmengcrmil
service, including 2 feastbiliryprudy being conducted by Amtrak to sxamine the
implementatian of passenger ril’ sarvion betiveen Cliicago end the Quad Cities, 2nd

WHEREAS, ihe Implementation of passenger rail scrvice between Uie Quad
Cities sad Chicago bas been Jdentified as a regional priority by the Minois Cuad Ciry
Chamber of Commano's GeOnOING growth strateey, Bluepring 2010, and

WHEREAS, pagsenger rail servics from tha Quad Citics to Chicugo will provida
201 impottant transporiation comncetion and allow for seenomic aad quality of life
benafits farthe Guad Zitiex, 2nd

WHEREAS, [he Quad Cliies Passenger Rall Coslition wes created ta serve uy un
afvocacy group representing the Quag Clly region o promots the implementution of
passenger tail sarvica berween the Qund Cities and Chizago,

'NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST MOLINE, ILLINOIS, 3 follows:

1. That the East Molino City Council herehy supporis the inplememation of
passengér rail servics between the Qitad Clties and Chicagn; and

2, Thar the Bast Matine Clty Council encournges ares residents (o sivoeats their
sipport for passenger rail by joining the Quad Citics Pessenger Rl Coalition.

Adopled this 13° day of June, 2007,

{ Mayor of (Re-City of
/ ’ East Moling, Hlinois
ATTEST: \ /f

b pitse il lhegine
City Clark of the City of
East Moline, Ilfincis

r xmmmmmﬁmm
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Passenger Rail' Resolution

WHEREAS, the federal government is giving strong consideration to the expansion of
national passenger rail service as a viable means of safe and efficient transportation; and

WHEREAS, the State of Illinois has contributed substantial investment to expand the
operauon and capital expenses associated with passenger rail service, malking Illinois the
2™ Jargest state supporter of mtercﬂ;y passengex rail service in 2006; and

WHEREAS, Amtrak has ex;penenaed a sugstanuald'mcxeasc in the amount of passenger
traffic along emmngroutesm the S%ate oﬁ]]lmms and ﬁif

%‘- h 'é, )\2‘.- i. [ ,

WHEREAS the State*aﬁ]]bnam m&xplonng ﬂi&:‘&xpmégi)n ofgasscnger rail servme
mclud.mg a feaSIE;hty ek ﬁg bt dmfed;&gAmiﬁk to ezgamme the lmplementauon

—

C‘hlcago will allow for great economic and qualitize fe
residents in the linois and Jowa Quad Cities; and s ;

connection, 111 the Quad Cities with the possibility of extending fiiture Ioutes info Io;ya, .
and ;

WHEREAS,; the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition was created to serve as an
advocacy group representing the Quad City region to promote the implementation of
passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and Chicago.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Hlinois Quad
City Chamber of Commerce in Moline, Illinois, that the Board expresses its support for
the implementation of passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and Chicago.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the [llinois Quad City Chamber of Commerce:
encourages members and-area residénts to advocate their-support for-passenger-rail by
joining the-Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition,

"

L
622 19th Street @ Moline, IL 3 Phone: (309) 757-5416 i Fax: (309) 757-5435 Mvwwew.quadcitychamber;com
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Bponser:

A RESOLUTION

] SUPPORTING the implernentation of passenger tail service between the Quad Cities and
y Chicago, and

ENCOURAGING - arearssidents to advocate their support for passenger rail by joining the Quad
Citles Passenger Rail Coalition.

WHEREAS, the faderal government is giving strong considetazion o the expansion of national passenger rail
service as a viable means of safe and efficient transportagion, and;

- WHEREAS, the State of 1linoix has conntibuted substantial tnvcsimcnt 10 expand the operation and capifal
expenses associated with passenger rail service, makifg Hinois the 2 largest state supposter of intereity pasrenger rail .
service in 2006, and: g
WHEREAS, Amtrak has axpanenccd Y subsmnna! increase In the amount of passanger traffic along existing "
routes in the State of llinois, and; /

WHEREAS, the State of llinois i3 cxp;lormg the expansicn of passenger rail service, including a feasibitity
study being conducted by Amtrak to examine the implementation of pessenger rail sarvics between Chwago and tha
Quad Clties, and;

WHEREAS; the tmplmmmtattnn of passengzer rail service berween the Quad Cltles and Chicagn hes been
identifisd as a regional priority by the IHfinois Quad Ciry Chamber of Commerce’s econemic growth sxraieny, Blueprint
2010, znd;

| . WHEREAS, passenger rail servics from the Quad Cities ta Chisago will provids an importznt trangportationy
o connection and aflow for economic and quality of 1ife benerits for the Quad Cities, and;

. WHEREAS, the Quad Cites Passenger Rall Coalition was created to serve as an advoéac}' grovup representing
the Quad Ciry ragion to promote the implementation of passenger rail service berween the Quad Clties and Chicago.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE [T RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL QF THE CITY OF MOLINE, JLLINOIS, a5
follows: ’

That the Moiine Clty Council hereby supports the implamentation of passenger rail ssmca«hemteen :he Quad
Cltles and Cmcago : -

—
o~

Tune 5, 2007

Passed: June 5, 2007

La::.r,ﬁirecmr- .
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) ‘r} RESOLUTION #07-16-07-01
' SUPPORTING PASSENGER RATL SERVICE

WHEREAS, the federal government is giving strong consideration to the expansion of
national passenger rail service as a visble means of safe and efficient transportation; and

WHEREAS, the State of Illinois has confributed substantial investment to expand the
operation 2nd capital expenses associated with passenger 12il service; and

WHEREAS, Amtrak has cxperienced 2 substantial increase in the amount of passenger
traffic; and :

WHEREAS, the States of Illinois and Jowa, are exploring the expansion of passenger rail
service, inciuding a feasibility study being conducted by Amtrak fo examine the
implementation  of passenger rail service between Chicago and the Quad Cities (with
eventual service to Iowa City and Des Moines); and

WHEREAS, passenger 1ail service from the Quad Cities to Chicago will provide zn
important transportation connection and allow for economic and quality of life benefits
for the entire area; and .

WHEREAS, 2 passenger rail coalition was created to serve as an advocacy -éréup
- representing the Quad City region to promote the implementation of passenger’ rail
T service between the Quad Cities and Chicago; ' |

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HERERY RESOLVED that the Muscatine County Board of
Supervisors supports the implementation of passenger rail service befween the: Quad
Cities and Chicago; and |

LET IT BE FURTHER. RESOLVED that the Muscatine County Board of Supervisers.
encourages arca residents.to advocate theit support for passenger rail and the Quad, City
Area Long Ramge Transportation Plan by joining the Quad Cities Passenger Rail
Coalition. = 2.

tE

Al

-
P e
e 9

- ¥

ey - ¥

- ¥

PASSED AND APPROVED this 167 day of Tuly, 2007.

¥

ATTEST:

ie A. Soule; Audltor

Page 309 of 2624




Quad City Audubon Society
Resolution in Support of Passenger Rail between Chicago and the Quad Cities
Adopted June 6, 2007

Whereas there exist significant cultural, educational, recreational, and business reasons
for travel between Chicago and the Quad Cities,

Whereas carbon djoxide emissions from private vehicles in the United States account for
a significant percentage of world wide greenhouse gas ermissions that contribute to global
warming,

Whereas global warming is already having a negative impact on wildlife populations
including bird populations in North America and elsewhere on the planet,

Whereas global warming ultimately threatens to alter wildlife habitat and ecosystems
beyond the capacity of wildlife to adapt,

Whereas protection of wildlife-sustaining habitat is integral to the Mission of the Quad
City Audubon Society,

Whereas passenger rail transportation between the Quad Cities and Chicago would
reduce the amount of automobile traffic and consequently reduce carbon dioxide

emissions which contribute to global warming,

Therefore be it resolved that the Quad City Audubon Society supports the development
and implementation of passenger rail between the Quad Cities and Chicago.
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Whereas, the federal government is giving strong consideration to the expansion of
national passenger rail service as a viable means of safe and efficient transportation, and;

Whereas, the State of llinois has contributed substantial investment to expand the
operation and capital expenses associated with passenger rail service, making {llinois the
2" largest state supporter of intercity passenger 1ail service in 2006, and;

Whereas, Illinois and Iowa are exploring the expansion of passenger rail service,
including a feasibility study being conducted by Amtrak to examine the implementation
of passenger rail service between Chicago and the Quad Cities, Quad Cities and Iowa
City/Des Moines, and;

Whereas, the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition was created to serve as an advocacy
group representing the Quad City region to promote the implementation of passenger rail
service between the Quad Cities and Chicago, and;

Whereas, the Quad Cities is a frequent tourist destination with over 1 million visitors
annually. Centrally located, the Quad Cities is at the crossroads of several major
interstates (I-80, I-74, 1-88), provides access to the Mississippi River, and the Quad
City International Airport (Illinois’ 3™ largest atrport) continues to experience

record-setting passenger rates, and;

Whereas, the implementation of passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and
Chicago will allow for great economic and quality of life benefits for the over 400,000
residents in the lowa and [llinois Quad Cities, now therefore

Let it be resolved that the Quad City Convention and Visitors Bureau hereby supports the
implementation of passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and Chicago, and

Let it be further resolved that Quad City Convention and Visitors Bureau encourages its
members and area residents to advocate their support for passenger rail by joining the
Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition.

President/CEQ
Quad City Convention and Visitors Bureau
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Rock Island County Board

| N RESOLUTION
-y Re: Supporting Passenger Rail Service

WHEREAS, the federal government is giving strong consideration to the expansion of national passenger rail
service as a viable means of safe and efficient transportation, and;

WHEREAS, the State of Illinois has contributed substantial investment to expand the operation and capital
expenses associated with passenger rail service, making [llinois the 2™ largest state supporter of intercity
- passenger rail service in 2006, and;

- WHEREAS, Amtrak has experienced a substantial jncrease in the amount of passenger traffic along existing
’ : routes in the State of Tllinois, and; ‘

WHEREAS, the State of Tllinois is exploring the expansion of passenger rail service, including a feasibility
study being conducted by Amtrak to examine the implementation of passenger rail service between Chicago
and the Quad Cities, and; ' o

WHEREAS, the implementation of passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and Chicago has been
identified as a regional priority by the Ilinois Quad City Chamber of Commerce’s economic growth strategy,
Blueprint 2010, and; B

WHEREAS, passenger rail service from the Quad Cities to Chicago will provide an importarif iransportation
. conmection and allow for great economic and quality of life benefits for the Quad Cities, and;

1 ‘

" WHEREAS, the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition was created to serve as-an advocacy group representing

! the Quad City region to promote the implementation of passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and
Chicago. '

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rock Island County Board hersby suppoﬁs the
implementation of passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and Chicago, and

BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rock Island County Board encourages area residents to advocate their
support for passenger rail by joining the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition. 2

Done in Open Meeting this _ 19 day of June, 2007 | : '

o

~ James E. Bohnsack, County Board Chairman

JEB/sc

A6~ 064% N
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Resolution No. 22-2007

Whereas, the federal government is giving strong consideration to the expansion of national
passenger rail service as a viable means of safe and efficient transportation, and;

Whereas, the State of [Hlinois has contributed substantial investment to expand the operation
and capital expenses associated with passenger rail service, making lllinois the second largest
state supporter of intercity passenger rail service in 2006, and;

Whereas, Amtrak has experienced a substantial increase in the amount of passenger traffic
along existing routes in the State of llfinois, and;

Whereas, the Stats of lllinois is exploring tﬁe expansion of passenger rail service, including a
feasibility study being conducted by Amtrak to examine the implementation of passenger rail
service between Chicago and the Qupd Cities, and;

, 7

Whereas, the implementation of passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and Chicago
has been identified as a regional priority by the llinois Quad City Chamber of Commerce’s
economic growth strategy, Blueprint 2010, and;

Whereas, passenger rail service from the Quad Cities to Chicago will provide an impo?tant
transportation connection and allow for economic and quality of life benefits for the Quad
Citles, and;

Whereas, the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition was created to serve as an a_dyocécy group
representing the Quad City region to promote the implementation of passenger rail service
between the Quad Cities and Chicago, naw therefore

Let it be resclved that the Rock Isiand City Council hereby supports the implementation of
passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and Chicago, and

Let it be further resolved that the Rock istand City Council encourages area residents to
advocate their support for passe‘nger rail by jmmng the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Ca;ai"tlon

; s : "
— . i Ev )
)_ . P . R

. . - . L] ’
e ’,’% - : b
- ,‘..-:/ & oo lf’&f‘ B B ,__/__/.__...____“ T
. 4 = -

- L e o

MAYCR OF THE CITY OF ROCK ISLAND

PASSED: June 4, 2007 AYES: Alderman Brooks
Conroy
APPROVED:  June 5, 2007 Pauley
. o Tollenaer
ATTEST: , L Mejia-Caraballo
CITY CLERK ' Murphy
Austin
NAYS: NONE
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THAT THIS RESOLUTION HAS BEEN FORMALLY
APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ON

.
DATE

SCOTY COUNTY AUDITOR

RESOLUTION
SCOTT COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

JULY 26, 2007

SUPPORT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE
BETWEEN THE QUAD CITIES AND CHICAGO

Whereas, the federal government is giving strong consideration to the expansion of nationat
passenger rail service as a viable means of safe and efficient transportation, and;

Whereas, the State of Tllinois has contributed substantiai investment to expand the operation
and capital expenses assoclated with passenger rail service, making Ilinois the 2™ largest state
supporter of intercty passenger rail service in 2008, and; - . .
Whereas, Amtrak has expierimced a substantial increase in the amount of passenger u'aﬁi't_:
along existing routes In the State of Illinois, and: '

Whereas, the State of Illinols Is exploring the expansion of passenger rail service, including a
feasthility study being conducted by Amtrak to examine the implementation of passenger rail
service between Chicago and the Quad Clties; and;

Whereas, passenger raif service from Chicago will provide an important transportation
connection in the Quad Clties with the possibility of extending future routes into Towa, and;

Whereas, the imp!emeniaﬁon of passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and Chicago will
aflow for great economic and quality of life benefits for the over 400,000 residents in the Iowa
and Nlinois Quad Citfes, and; T

Whereas, the Quad Citles Passenger Rail Coalition was created to serve as an advocacy gfqu

representing the Quad City: region t3"promote the implementation of passenger rail service %t 4,
between the Quad Cities and Chicagg, now therefore :

t
t

BE IT RESOLVED BY the Scott County Board of Supervisars as follows:

Section 1. That the Scott County Board of Supervisors hereby supports the implementation
of passenger rail service between the Quad Clties and Chicago, and encourages
area residents to advocate their support for passenger rail by joining the Quad:
Citles Passenger-Rail Coaiition:

Section 2.  This:resoiution shall take:efféct immediately.

Ve
»
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127 17™ Street
Silvis, 11, 61282

RESOLUTION 2007-

Whereas, the federal government is giving strong consideration to the expansion of
national passenger rail service as a viable means of safe and efficient transportation, and;

Whereas, the State of Illinois has contributed substantial investment to expand the
operation and capital expenses associated with passenger rail service, making Illinois the
2" largest state supporter of intercity passenger rail service in 2006, and;

Whereas, Amtrak has experienced a substantial increase in the amount of passenger
traffic along existing routes in the State of Minois, and;

Whereas, the State of Tllinois is exploring the expansion of passenger rail servicé; :
including a feasibility study being conducted by Amtrak to examine the implementation
of passenger rail service between Chicago and the Quad Cities, and;

Whereas, the implementation of passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and
Chicago has been identified as a regional priority by the Ilinois Quad City Chamber of
Commerce’s economic growth strategy, Blueprint 2010, and; ‘

Whereas, passenger 1ail service fiom the Quad Cities to Chicago will provide an
important transportation connection and allow for economic and quality of life benefits
for the Quad Cities, and:

-

Whereas, the Quad Cities Passenger Rail coalition was created to serve as an ad'vo?ui}‘cjr “
group representing the Quad Cityregion to promote the implementation of passengefrail
service between the Quad Cities and Chicago, now therefore '

Let it be resolved that the  S/cves. City Council hereby supports the
implementation of passenger 1ail service between the Quad Cities and Chicago, and

Let it be fiuther resolved that the Sievzs City Council encourages area
residents to advocate their support for passenger 1ail by joining the Quad Cities Passenger

Rail Coalition. 7

Mayo%, City of Silvis

g
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young protfessionals netwaork

L B - | < it 1 -

YPN Resolation Supporting Passenger Rail

Whereas, the federal government is giving stong consideration to the expansion of
national passenger rail service as a viable means of safe and efficient transportation, and;

Whereas, the State of Tllinois has contributed substantial investment to expand the
operation and capital expenses associated with passenger 1ail service, making Ilinois the
2™ largest state supporter of intercity Ppassenger rail service in 2006, and;

- Whereas, Amtrak has experienced a substanﬁal increase in the amount of passenger
traffic along existing routes in the State of Ilinois, and;
Whereas, the State of Tllinois is exploring the expansion of passenger rail service,
including a feasibility study being conducted by Amtrak to examine the implementation
of passenger rail service between Chicago and the Quad Ciiies, and;

Whereas, the implementation of passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and
Chicago has been identified as a regional priority by the Illinois Quad City Chamber of
Commerce’s economic growth strategy, Blueprint 2010, and: -

Whereas, passenger rail service from the Quad Cities to Chicago will provide an
important transportation connection and allow for economic and quality of life benefits
for the Quad Cities, and;

Whereas, the economic and quality of'ﬁfe benefits fiom passenger rail service will
enhance the efforis to atiract and 1etain young professionals in the Quad Cities, and;

Whereas, the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition was created to serve as an advecacy
group representing the Quad City region to promote the implementation of passenger rail
service between the Quad CitieS-and Chicago, now therefore -

.
]

oot

¥
-

Let it be resolved that the Young Professionals Network of the Quad Cities hereby
supports the implementation of passenger rail service between, the Quad Cities and
Chicago, and '

Let it be further resolved that the Young Professionals Network of the Quad Cities
encourages members and area young professionals to advocate their support for
passenger rail by joining the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition.

. o T~
Approved by the YPN Creative Counci},,,on-%danj’,w 23, 2007>
, / ' 3
.“: g J -
.___L__,....-’:_____ i\..
]

~
"
Paul-Rumier; Director: “~———- S
Young Professionals Network of‘ﬂfe/Qfad,Cities

Page 316 of 2624




- T L T I

Page 317 of 2624

IR N a LR BOw e 1 e 1 e PR

Resolution of Support

Whereas, the federal government is giving strong consideration to the expanﬂon
of national passenger rail service as a viable means of safely and efficiently moving
people via its AMTRAK system, and

Whereas, the State of linois has contributed substantial investment to augment
the operation and capital expenses associated with this contemplated expansion, and

Whereas, in light of this investment there has been a substantial increase in the
amount of passenger traffic along existing lines, and

Whereas, the extension of higher-speed passenger rail service between the
Chicago metro area and other locations in the state is being considered there, and
Whereas, studies have sown that » high-speed passenger rail connection to the

Quad Cities would be the most economical extension of said service as well as the
route most likely to attract the most passengers, and

Whereas, an advocacy group known as QC Rail has been established to advocate
on behalf of such a connection,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Bettendorf Chamber of Commerce supports

wholeheartedly the concept of high-speed passenger rail service between Chicago and
the Quad Cities, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, th;t it encourages all citizens and

interested parties in indicate their support for this effort by joining the QC Rail
Coalition.

APPROVED THIS DAY, MAY 20, 2007, by the Board of Directors of the
Bettendorf Chamber of Commerce

A ™

Kitm Guy, Chairmdn 9f the Board




Exhibit 5 — Letters of Support (Copies Attached)
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of Commerce
Passenger Rail Resolution

WHEREAS, the federal government is giving strong consideration to the expansion of
national passenger rail service asa wable means of safe and efficient transportation; and

WHEREAS, the State of Tllinois has contributed substantial investment to expand the
operatlon and capital expenses associated with passenger rail service, making llinois the
2™ largest state supporter of i mtercﬂ;y passenger rail service in 2006 and
g 8
WHEREAS, Amtrak has expcnens'ed a substanualémc:ease in the amount of passenger
traffic along emhngroutcm the Siate oﬂllmox 7 and j
"'}.. 4

s

WHEREAS the State*dﬁ Dlmais 13.1&59 &‘ﬁ He: emg;m of;gassenger rail service,
mcludmg a feas:ﬁ;hty éham conduste EﬁAmﬁ‘ﬁk to eddmine the unplementauon
Ofn"—E"" = NP‘\,, br: ¢ i S B o e i & ﬁ

Quad Cities and :

Sighe over 400,00

WIERMS, the implementation of passe

Y

WHEREAS, passenger rail servige from Chicago will pzovidean mpoT T pa:tanon
connection in the Quad Cities with the possibility of extending fitture routes into Iowa, i
aH.d. v

WHEREAS, the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition was created to serve as an
advocacy group repxesentmg the Quad City region to promote the implementation of
passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and Chicago.,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Illinois Quad
City Chamber of Commerce in Moline, Illinois, that the Board expresses its support for
the implementation of passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and Chicago.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tllinois Quad City Chamber of Commerce
encourages members and-area residénts to advocate their-support for passengerrail by
joining the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition;

w

m

622 19th Street @ Moline, IL M Phone: (309) 757-5416 i Fax: (309) 7575435 #www.quadcitychamber:comt
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RAIL COALITION

Support for Passenger Rail in the Quad Cities

Over 1100 area individuals have joined the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition since May 2007. The
majority of coalition members are residents from the Mlinois and Towa Quad City region and the Chicago
metro area. QC Rail has even teceived the attention of residents in Pennsylvania, Virginia, Oregon,
Colorado, Missouri, Minnesota, Florida, and ‘Wisconsin who would like to see the Quad Cities have
passenger rail connection with Chicago.

In addition, the following organizations have adopted resolutions supporting passenger rail between the
Quad Cities and Chicago:

Groups/Organizations Local Elected Officials

¢ Barjan, LLC + Rock Island County Chairman, Jim Bohnsack
» Bettendorf Chamber of Commerce o _Scott County Chairman, James Hancock
e Bettendorf City Council « Mayor of Bettendorf, Mike Freemire
« Bi-State Regional Commission e Mayor of Davenport, Ed Winborn
Davenport City Council Mayor East Moline, John Thodos
East Moline City Council Mayor of Milan, Duane Dawson

Illinois Quad City Chamber of Commerce
Midwest High Speed Rail Association

Mayor of Moline, Don Welvaert
Mayor of Rock Island, Mark Schwiebert

« Motline City Council » Mayor of Silvis, Lyle Lohse
« Muscatine County Board of Supervisors

» Quad City Development Group

» Quad Cities Convention and Visitors Bureau

« Rock Island City Council

¢ Rock Island County Board

s Scott County Board of Supervisors

« Silvis City Council

e Young Professionals Network (YPN) of the
Quad Cities
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Dear Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition:

'We take this opportunity to express our fifl support for implementing pessenger 1ail service between the
Quad Cities and Chicago. The economic, environmental, and quality of life benefits of passenger rail
service make it an fmportant priority for the entire Quad City region.

Quad City leaders will work together witﬁ':'the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition (“QC Rail”) as a unified
voice for onrTegion to once again have direct passenger 1ail service to Chicago. Asa thriving metropolitan
area encompassing llfinois and Iowa cormmumities of nearly 400,000 residents, we believe the growing Quad
City region will provide an ample supply of rail passengers, while serving as an important link to possible
comtinued routes into Jowa. Passengerail service will improve business along the entire corridor and
provide access to higher education facilities Jocated i the Quad Cities, including Westemn. [llinois
University, Augustana College, St. Ambrose University, and Palmer College of Chiropractic.

Quad City Iocal govermment leaders recognize the leadership of U.S. Senator Dick Durbin along with the
State of Tlinois’ and Amtrak’s cormitment to expand intercity passenger rail service, We encourage federal
legislators to support the Passenger Rail Investment and Toprovement Act, which will help advance '
Auttak’s operations. 'Wé have also supported funding the Rail Relocation and Improvement Program
provisions in SAFETEA-LU, which will fimd needed capital improvements for rail infrastrcture.

Through the efforts of QC Rail, Quad City leaders are eager to wark with Amtrak, Tlinois Department of
Transportation, and state and federal officials to make passenger rail sexvice a reality once again in the Quad.
Cities, .

= A

Edwin Winborn, Mayor
(gl City of Davenport
— ‘
Duane Dawson, President Don Welvaert, Mayor
Village of Milan | City of Moling
%J(é% Cliper, E Poissncre.
“Lyle%.ohse; Mayor ‘ Tghes Bohmsack, Chair
City of Silvis Rock Island County
DRBfsr . .
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& barjan.

7800 515t Street West = Hock Island, 1. 61207
(309) 756-4546 « Fax (309) 756-4505

Tuly 25, 2007

Dear Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition:

Bartjan LLC offers our full support for the effort to implement passenger rail service
between the Quad Cities and Chicago. The transportation, economic, environmental, and
quality of life benefits of passenger rail service make it an important priority for the
entire Quad City region. )

We offer our support to work together with the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition
(“QC Rail”) as a unified voice for our region to once again have direct passenger rail
service to Chicago. As a thriving metropolitan area encompassing [llinois and Iowa
communities of nearly 400,000 residents, we believe the growing Quad City region will
provide an ample supply of rail passengers, while serving as an important link to possible
continued routes into Iowa. We look forward to the benefits of this new transportation
option for business, leisure, and commuter travel, and also the associated imipact on
regional cormerce, the environment, and quality of life. Passenger rail in the Quad City
region just makes sense.

It’s been nearly 30 years since the last passenger train embarked to Chicago from the -
Quad Cities. Please contact me-at 309-756-9511 if I can be of further assistance, Wezook
forward to making passenger rail a reality again soon. 2

Sincerely,
iﬂz—@ e -
Mark G. Essig

President/CEQ

Barjan LL.C

Page 322 of 2624




P.0. Bex 805877 Chicago, IL 60680
773-334-6758

For Immediate Release May 11, 2007
Contact:  Rick Harmnish Qffice: 773-334-6758
Executive Director Cell: 312-339-0116

Midwest High Speed Rail Association " www.midwesthsr.org
Midwest High Speed Rail Association Applands QC Rail Cozlition

The Midwest High Speed Rail Association would like to applaud Rock Island County Chairman Jim
Bohnsack and the Iltinois Quad City Chamber of Commerce for creating the Quad Cities Passenger Rail
Coalition.

The coalition will help build a stronger connection to Chicago and the entire Midwest economy by
advocating for fast and dependable trains.

The Tllinois General Assembly is currently reviewing proposals for new service to the Quad Cities,
Decatur, Rockford and Peoria, as well as, continued expansion of existing routes.

“1 ocal residents and business leaders need to tell the General Assembly that modern trains are a high-
priority,” said Richard Harnish, Executive Director of the Midwest High Speed Rail Association. “The
Quad Cites Passenger Rail Coalition will get that message across.”

“Rapidly rising gas prices are straining personal and business travel budgets,” said Hamish. “Only fast
trains can simultaneously reduce travel expenses while reducing the trip times to Chicago.”

“In addition to reducing travel expenses, fast trains will strengthen the downtown business districts
making the Quad Cities a more aftractive place to live and do business,” added Harnish.

Rising energy costs are also straining the state and federal highway funds. Highway construction costs
have increased more than 30% over the last three years, while revenues have remained flat. A substantial
“revenue enhancement” will be necessary just to maintain our existing highways.

-
-~

“A statewide network of fast trains, well integrated with local transit, will stretch the state’s ugnsporfaition
dollar,” said Harnish. “Residents of the Quad Cities should tell Springfield to include modem trains in
any upcoming capital program.”

Go to hitp://www midwesthsr org/il_fastTrack htm for more information on passenger train proposals in
Nlinois,

The Midwest High Speed Rail Association is 2 member-supported non=profit educational organjzation -
promoting the development of fast, frequent and dependable train service connecting the entire Midwest.
Our members inclnde business leaders, mayors and individuals that want the option of traveling by train.

Page 1 of 1
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Whereas, the federal government is giving strong consideration to the expansion of
national passenger rail service as a viable means of safe and efficient transportation, and;

Whereas, the State of Tllinois has contributed substantial investment to expand the
operation and capital expenses associated with passenger rail service, making Illinois the
2" Jargest state supporter of intercity passenger rail service in 2006, and;

Whereas, Amtrak has experienced 2 substantial increase in the amount of passenger
traffic along existing routes in the State of Illinois, and;

Whereas, Illinois and fowa are exploring the expansion of passenger rail service,
including a feasibility study being conducted by Amitrak to examine the irplementation
of passenger 1ail service between Chicago and the Quad Cities, Quad Cities and Iowa
City/Des Moines and;

Whereas, passenger 1ail service from the Quad Cities to Chicago will provide an
important transportation connection and allow for great economic and quality of life
benefits for the Quad Cities, and;

Whereas, the Quad Cities Passenger Rail Coalition was created to serve as an advocacy
group répresenting the Quad City region to promote the implernentation of passenger rail
service between the Quad Cities and Chicago, now therefore

Let it be resolved that the Quad City Development Group hereby supports the
implementation of passenger rail service between the Quad Cities and Chicago, and

Let it be further resolved that the Quad City Development Group encourages its members
and area residents to advocate their support for passenger rail by joining the Quad Cities

Passenger Rail Coalition.
b s
|
Jo

Gardner
sident/CEO

%@ﬂ)\)&gﬁ Ea\.l QLOG  Racd A Ot
5= (0N

e
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Exhibit 6 — Selected Route Photographs
(Copies Attached)
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View to the east at the split of ownership batween
CSXT and METRA in Joliet
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CSXT bridge over the Des Plaines River at Joliet




Newly-replaced continuous welded rail on CSXT
just west of Joliet

Typical jointed rail trackage (west of Joliet)
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Typical staging of revenue equipment along the
CSXT route in support of local industries




pron
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Two typical segments of the CSXT where jointed rail has been
replaced with welded rail, and where crosstie and surfacing
programs have taken place in the past few years.
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There are significant stretches of muddy track, with jointed rail
and marginal crosstie conditions that need to be totally
rehabilitated for higher passenger train speeds.




Yard scenes at Ottawa, IL on CSXT, the location of
significant switching operations in support of
oreline industries. ‘
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Milepost 95- -The beginning of lowa Interstate’s

lease of trackage from CSXT.,

Trackage along the LaSalle, IL..
surface-bent, jointed rail.

Pt

Station. Note the
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Typical condition of Iowa Interstate trackage in the
vicinity of Milepost 119, approximately ten miles east
of Wyanet, TL.
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lowa Interstate main track at the junction in
Colona, IL with BNSF, just cast of the Quad Cities




Exhibit 7 — Photo and Plan of Proposed Illinois
Connection (Copies Attached)
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