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IOWA RENEWABLE ENERGY ASSOCIATION 

MAKING RENEWABLE ENERGY A REALITY 
  

P.O. Box 3405, Iowa City, IA 52244; www.irenew.org; irenew@irenew.org; (319) 338-1076 
 

July 30, 2010 
 
Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E. 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE:  Iowa/ I llinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger Rail Service 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
The Iowa Renewable Energy Association (I-Renew) is pleased to express our support for the 
Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application being submitted under competitive 
grant funding made available through the FFY2010 appropriations.  The Iowa DOT, in 
collaboration with the I llinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) 
funding.  These funds would support continued environmental impact analysis, track 
infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements 
and equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City. 
This project’s success would allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded passenger rail service as 
documented in the 2009 State Rail Plan, State Transportation Plan and previous MWRRI (Midwest 
Regional Rail Initiative) planning documents.  The implementation of this project would help 
create jobs, improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing 
transportation alternatives to the citizens of Iowa.   
For these reasons, I -Renew supports this project and we respectfully encourage you take full 
consideration of this application. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mike Carberry 
Executive Director 
Iowa Renewable Energy Association 
 
Cc:  Nancy Richardson, Director, Iowa DOT 
       Gary Hannig, Secretary, I llinois DOT 
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IOWA RENEWABLE ENERGY ASSOCIATION 

MAKING RENEWABLE ENERGY A REALITY 
  

P.O. Box 3405, Iowa City, IA 52244; www.irenew.org; irenew@irenew.org; (319) 338-1076 
 

 

July 30, 2010 
 
Nancy Richardson, Director 
Iowa Department of Transportation 
800 Lincoln Way 
Ames, Iowa  50010 
 
Dear Director Richardson, 
 
The Iowa Renewable Energy Association (I-Renew) is pleased to express our 
support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application 
being submitted under competitive grant funding made available through the 
FFY2010 appropriations.  The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the I llinois DOT, is 
seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding.  These funds 
would support continued environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure 
construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station 
improvements and equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa 
City. 
This project’s success would allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded 
passenger rail service as documented in the 2009 State Rail Plan, State 
Transportation Plan and previous MWRRI (Midwest Regional Rail Initiative) 
planning documents.  The implementation of this project would help create jobs, 
improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing 
transportation alternatives to the citizens of Iowa.   
For these reasons, I-Renew supports this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mike Carberry 
Executive Director 
Iowa Renewable Energy Association 
 
cc: Gary Hannig, Secretary, I llinois DOT 
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Plano, Director of Development Sheridan – Hannig 
Iowa City, Interim City Manager Helling - Richardson 
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    LaHood 
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DTA, Nicholas Arnold – Richardson, LaHood 
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Mayor  
Donald P. Welvaert 
 
 
619 – 16th Street 
Moline, IL  61265 
 
309-524-2001 
 
dwelvaert@moline.il.us 
 
 
 

July 20 2010 
 
Gary Hannig, Secretary 
c/o George Weber, Bureau Chief 
Illinois Department of Transportation 
Division of Public and Intermodal Transportation 
100 West Randolph Street, Suite 6-600 
Chicago, IL  60601 
 
Dear Secretary Hannig, 
 
The City of Moline is pleased to express our support for the Iowa Department of 
Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application being submitted under competitive 
grant funding made available through the FFY2010 appropriations.  The Iowa 
DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity 
Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding.  These funds would support continued 
environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure construction and 
improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and equipment 
to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City. 
 
This project’s success would allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded 
passenger rail service as documented in the 2009 State Rail Plan, State 
Transportation Plan and previous MWRRI (Midwest Regional Rail Initiative) 
planning documents.  The implementation of this project would help create jobs, 
improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing 
transportation alternatives to the citizens of Iowa.   
 
For these reasons, the City of Moline supports this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Donald P. Welvaert 
Mayor 
City of Moline 
 
cc:  Nancy Richardson, Director, Iowa DOT 
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Mayor  
Donald P. Welvaert 
 
 
619 – 16th Street 
Moline, IL  61265 
 
309-524-2001 
 
dwelvaert@moline.il.us 
 
 
 

July 20 2010 
 
Nancy Richardson, Director 
Iowa Department of Transportation 
800 Lincoln Way 
Ames, Iowa  50010 
 
Dear Director Richardson, 
 
The City of Moline is pleased to express our support for the Iowa Department of 
Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application being submitted under competitive 
grant funding made available through the FFY2010 appropriations.  The Iowa 
DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity 
Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding.  These funds would support continued 
environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure construction and 
improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and equipment 
to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City. 
 
This project’s success would allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded 
passenger rail service as documented in the 2009 State Rail Plan, State 
Transportation Plan and previous MWRRI (Midwest Regional Rail Initiative) 
planning documents.  The implementation of this project would help create jobs, 
improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing 
transportation alternatives to the citizens of Iowa.   
 
For these reasons, the City of Moline supports this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Donald P. Welvaert 
Mayor 
City of Moline 
 
cc: Gary Hannig, Secretary, Illinois DOT 
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Mayor  
Donald P. Welvaert 
 
 
619 – 16th Street 
Moline, IL  61265 
 
309-524-2001 
 
dwelvaert@moline.il.us 
 
 
 

July 20 2010 
 
Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E. 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE:  Iowa/Illinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger Rail 
Service 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
The City of Moline is pleased to express our support for the Iowa Department of 
Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application being submitted under competitive 
grant funding made available through the FFY2010 appropriations.  The Iowa 
DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity 
Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding.  These funds would support continued 
environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure construction and 
improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and equipment 
to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City. 
 
This project’s success would allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded 
passenger rail service as documented in the 2009 State Rail Plan, State 
Transportation Plan and previous MWRRI (Midwest Regional Rail Initiative) 
planning documents.  The implementation of this project would help create jobs, 
improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing 
transportation alternatives to the citizens of Iowa.   
 
For these reasons, the City of Moline supports this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Donald P. Welvaert 
Mayor 
City of Moline 
 
cc:  Nancy Richardson, Director, Iowa DOT 
 Gary Hannig, Secretary, Illinois DOT 
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UNI-NABL 
360 Weetllekl Ave. 

Tech 1 Level 3 
W8terloo, Iowa 50701 

Phone: 319-233-3812 
_.unl-nabl.org 

July 29, 2010 

Governor Chet Culver 
State Capitol 
Des Moines, IA 50319 

Governor Culver, 

With nearly 20 years ofexperience as the national leader in biobased lubricants research, 
the University ofNorthem Iowa's National Ag-BasedLubricants (NABL) Center has 
served as a cornerstone of the biobased lubricants industry. NABL has built one ofthe 
most comprehensive lubricants research and testing facilities, which is currently being 
leveraged to provide support for additional growth within this new industry. Since 
NABL's inception in 1991, the Center has successfuBy developed and commercialized 
over 40 bio-Iubricant products. 

Biobased lubricants frequently bring to the table important environmental benefits, 
including increased biodegradability, decreased plant and water toxicity, and the fact that 
biobased products are manufactured from renewable, agriculturally-produced materials, 
such as soybean oil and other agricultural crop oils. 

The NABL Center would like to encourage you to consider the use ofbiobased lubricants 
in the construction and operation of the proposed Green Line. Using these products 
would contribute to the environmental benefits inherent in well-managed rail 
transportation, on top of the lubrication performance benefits which may be realized. 

Bestre:. f -c----

ames 
Assistant Direct 
National Ag-Based Lubricants Center 
University ofNorthem Iowa 
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Robert Dvorsky, Iowa Senator - Richardson 
Tom Schueller, Iowa Representative – Richardson 
Louis Viverito, Illinois Senator – Richardson, Hannig, LaHood 
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BECKY SCHMITZ 
STATE SENATOR 

Forty-fifth District 
Statehouse: (515) 281-3371 

         – 

HOME ADDRESS 
404 W. Washington 

Fairfield, Iowa 52556 
Cell: (641) 919-5575 

Home: (641)-472-2341 
becky.schmitz@legis.state.ia.us 

 

  

The Senate 

State of Iowa 
Eighty-third General Assembly 

STATEHOUSE 
Des Moines, Iowa   50319 

 

 
 

COMMITTEES 
                     

Commerce 
Economic Growth 
Education, Chair 

Human Resources, Vice Chair 
Ways & Means 

 
Health & Human Services 

Appropriations Subcommittee 

 
July 22, 2010 
 
Nancy Richardson, Director 
Iowa Department of Transportation 
800 Lincoln Way 
Ames, Iowa  50010 
 
Dear Director Richardson, 
 
I would like to express my support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa 
DOT) application for competitive passenger rail grant funding.  I understand the Iowa 
DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger 
Rail (HSIPR) funding for development of the Iowa City – Chicago corridor. 
 
The California Zephyr passenger rail line currently stops on the western edge of my 
district, and in my experience it has been a great help in bringing jobs and economic 
opportunity to the area.  Expanding Midwestern passenger rail to include service 
between Iowa City and Chicago will build on the economic development successes 
we’ve had in southern Iowa and fill the current gap in transportation alternatives that 
exists on the high traffic Iowa City – Chicago corridor. 
 
The state of Iowa, its communities, and its citizens have long worked to collaboratively 
develop passenger rail service as a realistic alternative in a Midwestern multimodal 
transportation system.  The HSIPR funds will help both Iowa and Illinois see positive 
results in the near future. 
 
I unreservedly support your application. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Senator Becky Schmitz 
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DISTRICT OFFICE:
114 W. VALLETTE
ELMHURST, ILLINOIS 60126
630-941-1278
FAX: 630-941-1285
bobbiggins@comcast.net

COMMITTEES:

REPUBLICAN SPOKESPERSON:

APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL SERVICES

REVENUE & FINANCE

SPRINGFIELD OFFICE:
207-N STRATTON BUILDING
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62706
217-782-6578
FAX: 217-782-5257

STATE OF ILLINOIS

BOB BIGGINS
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 41st DISTRICT

MEMBER:

EXECUTIVE

MASS TRANSIT

TOLLWAY OVERSIGHT

AGING

Nancy Richardson, Director

Iowa Department of Transportation

800 Lincoln Way

Ames, Iowa 50010

August 3, 2010

RE: Iowa/Illinois HSIPRGrant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger Rail Service

Dear Director Richardson:

As State Representative of District 41, I am pleased to express my support for the Iowa Department of

Transportation's (Iowa DOT) application being submitted under competitive grant funding made

available through the FFY2010 appropriations. The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is

seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding. These funds would support continued

environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility

construction, station improvements and equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa

City.

This project's success would allow both Illinois and Iowa to fulfill our states' visions for expanded

passenger rail service as documented in various state transportation planning documents. In addition,

the corridor construction will complete an essential element of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative plan

to provide an integrated rail network for the entire Midwest. The implementation of this project would

help create jobs, improve our nation's transportation infrastructure and assist in providing

transportation alternatives to the citizens of Iowa and Illinois.

For these reasons, I support this project and respectfully encourage you take full consideration of this

application.

Sincerely,

Cc: Hon. Ray LaHood, Secretary, U.S. Dept of Transportation

Gary Hannig, Secretary, Illinois DOT

COMMUNITIES SERVED: BERKELEY, BROADVIEW, BROOKFIELD, DOWNERS GROVE, ELMHURST, HILLSIDE, HINSDALE, LA GRANGE PARK, LOMBARD,
NORTHLAKE, NORTH RIVERSIDE, OAK BROOK, OAKBROOK TERRACE, RIVERSIDE, VILLA PARK, WESTCHESTER, WESTERN SPRINGS, WESTMONT

RECYCLED PAPER ~ SOYBEAN INKS
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DISTRICT OFFICE:
114 W. VALLETTE
ELMHURST, ILLINOIS 60126
630-941 278
FAX: 630-941 1285
bol:lbi!~.i.r\S@oo cast.net

COMMITTEES:

REPUBLICAN SPOKESPERSON:

APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL SERVICES

REVENUE & FINANCE

STATE OF ILLINOIS

BOB BIGGINS
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 41st DISTRICT

MEMBER:

EXECUTIVE

MASS TRANSIT

TOLLWAY OVERSIGHT

AGING

RECYCLED PAPER - SOYBEAN INKS

Secretary

'eber, Bureau Chief

5 e a ment of Transportation

.. ion 0 Public and Intermodal Transportation

100 est Randolph Street, Suite 6-600
Chicago, Illinois 60601

August 3, 2010

RE: Iowa/Illinois HSIPRGrant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger Rail Service

Dear Secretary Hannig:

As State Representative of District 41, I am pleased to express my support for the Iowa Department of

Transportation's (Iowa DOT) application being submitted under competitive grant funding made

available through the FFY2010 appropriations. The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is

seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding. These funds would support continued

environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility

construction, station improvements and equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa
City.

This project's success would allow both Illinois and Iowa to fulfill our states' visions for expanded

passenger rail service as documented in various state transportation planning documents. In addi ion,

the corridor construction will complete an essential element of the Midwest Regional Rail In' ia . e plan

to provide an integrated rail network for the entire Midwest. The implementation of this proje I

help create jobs, improve our nation's transportation infrastructure and assist in providing
transportation alternatives to the citizens of Iowa and Illinois.

For these reasons, I support this project and respectfully encourage you take full considera '0 is
application.

Sincerely,

~~sentative, District 41

Cc: Hon. Ray LaHood, Secretary, U.S. Dept of Transportation
Nancy Richardson, Director, Iowa DOT

COMMUNITIES SERVED: BERKELEY, BROADVIEW, BROOKOFOIELTD
E
,RDROA~~E:~V~:~~~ ~7t:.~U:;:KH~~~~~~~~~~~~~'S~~~~~~~~~~~'E~~~~~~D,

NORTHLAKE, NORTH RIVERSIDE, OAK BROOK, OAKBR K • • •
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DISTRICT OFFICE:
114W. VALLETTE
ELMHURST, ILLINOIS 60126
630-941-1278
FAX: 630-941-1285
bobbiggins@comcastnet

COMMITTEES:

REPUBLICAN SPOKESPERSON:

APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL SERVICES

REVENUE & FINANCE

MEMBER:

EXECUTIVE

MASS TRANSIT

TOLLWAY OVERSIGHT

AGING

SP I GFlELD OFFlCE:
207 STRATTON BUILDING
SP GAELD, IWNOIS 62706
21 -782.£578
FAX: 217-782-5257

STATE OF ILLINOIS

BOB BIGGINS
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 41st DISTRICT

RECYCLED PAPER ~SOYBEAN INKS

Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E.

Washington D.C. 20590

August 3, 2010

RE: Iowa/Illinois HSIPRGrant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger Rail Service

Dear Secretary LaHood:
As State Representative of District 41, I am pleased to express my support for the Iowa Department of

Transportation's (Iowa DOT) application being submitted under competitive grant funding made

available through the FFY2010 appropriations. The Iowa. DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is

seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding. These funds would support continued

environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility

construction, station improvements and equipmentto implement service between Chicago and Iowa

City.
This project's success would allow both Illinois and Iowa to fulfill our states' visions for expanded

passenger rail service as documented in various state transportation planning documents. In addition,

the corridor construction will complete an essential element of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative plan

to provide a integrated rail network for the entire Midwest. The implementation of this project would

help create jobs, improve our nation's transportation infrastructure and assist in providing

transporta ion al er a ives to the citizens of Iowa and Illinois.
For these reasons, I support this project and respectfully encourage you take full consideratian of this

applica '0

~~~"',....~~
epresentative, District 41

~- icnar son, Director, Iowa DOT

-::--. -:--'", Secre ary, Illinois DOT
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DISTRICT OFFICE: 
1101 DEKALB AVE. 

SYCAMORE IL 60178 
PHONE: (815) 895-6318 

FAX: (815) 895-2905 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ILLINOIS STATE SENATE 

SENATOR J. BRADLEY BURZYNSKI 
ASSISTANT REPUBLICAN LEADER 

309F STATE HOUSE, SPRINGFIELD IL 62706 
(217) 782-1977; FAX: (217) 782-4885 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
STATE OF ILLINOIS BLDG. 

200 S. WYMAN ST., SUITE 301 
ROCKFORD IL 61101 

PHONE: (815) 987-7557 
FAX: (815) 987-7529 

 
 
Aug. 5, 2010 
 
 
Gary Hannig, Secretary  
c/o George Weber, Bureau Chief  
IL Dept. of Transportation - Public and Intermodal Transportation  
100 W. Randolph St., Suite 6-600  
Chicago, IL 60601  
 
 
RE: Iowa/Illinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iow a City Passenger Rail Service  
 
 
Dear Secretary Hannig:  
 
     I am pleased to express my support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) 
application being submitted under competitive grant funding made available through the FFY2010 
appropriations.  
     The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail 
(HSIPR) funding. These funds would support continued environmental impact analysis, track 
infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and 
equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City.  
     This project’s success would allow both Illinois and Iowa to fulfill our states’ visions for expanded 
passenger rail service as documented in various state transportation planning documents. In addition, the 
corridor construction will complete an essential element of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative plan to 
provide a integrated rail network for the entire Midwest. The implementation of this project would help 
create jobs, improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing transportation 
alternatives to the citizens of Iowa and Illinois.  
     I support this project for those reasons and respectfully encourage you give this application high 
consideration. Please contact me should you have any questions, (815) 895-6318.   
 

Sincerely, 
   

 
 
 

    J. Bradley Burzynski 
State Senator, 35th District 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

COMMITTEES: EDUCATION, EXECUTIVE, HIGHER EDUCATION MS, INSURANCE, LOCAL GOVERNMENT, REDISTRICTING 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 

WWW.SENATORBRAD.COM 
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1101 DEKALB AVE. 

SYCAMORE IL 60178 
PHONE: (815) 895-6318 

FAX: (815) 895-2905 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ILLINOIS STATE SENATE 

SENATOR J. BRADLEY BURZYNSKI 
ASSISTANT REPUBLICAN LEADER 

309F STATE HOUSE, SPRINGFIELD IL 62706 
(217) 782-1977; FAX: (217) 782-4885 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
STATE OF ILLINOIS BLDG. 

200 S. WYMAN ST., SUITE 301 
ROCKFORD IL 61101 

PHONE: (815) 987-7557 
FAX: (815) 987-7529 

 
 
Aug. 5, 2010 
 
 
Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E.  
Washington, DC 20590  
 
RE: Iowa/Illinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iow a City Passenger Rail Service  
 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood:  
 
     I am pleased to express my support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) 
application being submitted under competitive grant funding made available through the FFY2010 
appropriations.  
     The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail 
(HSIPR) funding. These funds would support continued environmental impact analysis, track 
infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and 
equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City.  
     This project’s success would allow both Illinois and Iowa to fulfill our states’ visions for expanded 
passenger rail service as documented in various state transportation planning documents. In addition, the 
corridor construction will complete an essential element of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative plan to 
provide a integrated rail network for the entire Midwest. The implementation of this project would help 
create jobs, improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing transportation 
alternatives to the citizens of Iowa and Illinois.  
     I support this project for those reasons and respectfully encourage you give this application high 
consideration. Please contact me should you have any questions, (815) 895-6318.   
 

Sincerely, 
   

 
 
 

    J. Bradley Burzynski 
State Senator, 35th District 
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DISTRICT OFFICE: 
1101 DEKALB AVE. 

SYCAMORE IL 60178 
PHONE: (815) 895-6318 

FAX: (815) 895-2905 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ILLINOIS STATE SENATE 

SENATOR J. BRADLEY BURZYNSKI 
ASSISTANT REPUBLICAN LEADER 

309F STATE HOUSE, SPRINGFIELD IL 62706 
(217) 782-1977; FAX: (217) 782-4885 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
STATE OF ILLINOIS BLDG. 

200 S. WYMAN ST., SUITE 301 
ROCKFORD IL 61101 

PHONE: (815) 987-7557 
FAX: (815) 987-7529 

 
 
Aug. 5, 2010 
 
 
Nancy Richardson, Director  
Iowa Department of Transportation  
800 Lincoln Way  
Ames, IA 50010  
 
 
RE: Iowa/Ill inois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger R ail Service  
 
 
Dear Director Richardson:  
 
     I am pleased to express my support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) 
application being submitted under competitive grant funding made available through the FFY2010 
appropriations.  
     The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail 
(HSIPR) funding. These funds would support continued environmental impact analysis, track 
infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and 
equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City.  
     This project’s success would allow both Illinois and Iowa to fulfill our states’ visions for expanded 
passenger rail service as documented in various state transportation planning documents. In addition, the 
corridor construction will complete an essential element of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative plan to 
provide a integrated rail network for the entire Midwest. The implementation of this project would help 
create jobs, improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing transportation 
alternatives to the citizens of Iowa and Illinois.  
     I support this project for those reasons and respectfully encourage you give this application high 
consideration. Please contact me should you have any questions, (815) 895-6318.   
 

Sincerely, 
   

 
 
 

    J. Bradley Burzynski 
State Senator, 35th District 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

COMMITTEES: EDUCATION, EXECUTIVE, HIGHER EDUCATION MS, INSURANCE, LOCAL GOVERNMENT, REDISTRICTING 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 

WWW.SENATORBRAD.COM 
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Cindy Winckler
STATEREPRESENTATIVE

House District 86
Statehouse: (515) 241-3221

cindy.winck1er@legis.state.ia.us

COMMITTEES
Appropriations
Education
Labor

Local Government

HOME ADDRESS
6 Thode Court

Davenport, Iowa 52802
Home: (563) 324-7927
Fax: (563) 323-1020

House of Representatives
State of Iowa

Eighty- Third General Assembly
STATEHOUSE

Des Moines, Iowa 50319

APPROPRIA TIONS
Co-Chair Joint Education Budget

Subcommittee

July 20,2010

Nancy Richardson, Director
Iowa Department of Transportation
800 Lincoln Way
Ames, Iowa 50010

Dear Director Richardson,

I am pleased to express support for the Iowa Department of Transportation's (Iowa DOT)
application being submitted for competitive grant funding made available through FFY 2010
appropriations. The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed
Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding and I have been involved in as many local meetings as
possible, since I live in the Quad City area.

The state of Iowa, its communities, and its citizens have long worked to collaboratively develop
passenger rail service as a realistic alternative in a Midwestern multimodal transportation system.
The HSIPR funds, by supporting continued environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure
construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and
equipment necessary to implement service between Iowa City and Chicago, will help both Iowa
and Illinois see positive results in the near future.

This project's success will allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded passenger rail service as
documented in the 2009 Iowa Railroad System Plan, the State Transportation Plan, and previous
Midwest Regional Rail Initiative (MWRRI) planning documents. The implementation of this
project will also help create jobs, improve our nation's transportation infrastructure and assist in
providing transportation alternatives for both the citizens of Iowa and Illinois, as well as others
wishing to travel the high traffic volume Iowa City - Chicago corridor.

For these reasons, I wholeheartedly support this project. Please give us the opportunity to
provide passenger rail in our community.

a::' '~
CindYW~
State Representative
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August 5, 2010 

 

Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary  

U.S. Department of Transportation  

1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E.  

Washington, DC 20590  

 

RE: Iowa/Illinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger Rail Service  

 

Dear Secretary LaHood:  

 

I am pleased to express my support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application 

being submitted under competitive grant funding made available through the FFY2010 appropriations. 

The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail 

(HSIPR) funding. These funds would support continued environmental impact analysis, track 

infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and 

equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City.  

 

This project’s success would allow both Illinois and Iowa to fulfill our states’ visions for expanded 

passenger rail service as documented in various state transportation planning documents. In addition, 

the corridor construction will complete an essential element of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative plan 

to provide a integrated rail network for the entire Midwest. The implementation of this project would 

help create jobs, improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing 

transportation alternatives to the citizens of Iowa and Illinois. In addition these projects would provide 

much needed jobs in the region. 

 

I support this project and respectfully encourage you take full consideration of this application.  

 

Sincerely,  

  

Senator Linda Holmes 

42nd District 

 

 

 

Cc: Nancy Richardson, Director, Iowa DOT  

Gary Hannig, Secretary, Illinois DOT 
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July 30, 2010 

 

Nancy Richardson, Director 

Iowa Department of Transportation 

800 Lincoln Way 

Ames, Iowa  50010 

 

Dear Director Richardson, 

 

We are pleased to express support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application 

being submitted for competitive grant funding made available through FFY 2010 appropriations.  We 

understand the Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity 

Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding.   

 

The state of Iowa, its communities, and its citizens have long worked to collaboratively develop 

passenger rail service as a realistic alternative in a Midwestern multimodal transportation system.  The 

HSIPR funds, by supporting continued environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure construction 

and improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and equipment necessary to 

implement service between Iowa City and Chicago, will help both Iowa and Illinois see positive results in 

the near future. 

 

We at the Legislature have shown a commitment to passenger rail through multi-year funding; $3 

million in fiscal year 2019, $2 million in fiscal year 2011, and an out-year appropriation of $6.5 million for 

fiscal year 2012.  The Legislature made a commitment to match federal funding available through the 

Passenger Rail Investment Improvement Act of 2008 (Senate File 2389).   

 

This project’s success will allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded passenger rail service as 

documented in the 2009 Iowa Railroad System Plan, the State Transportation Plan, and previous 

Midwest Regional Rail Initiative (MWRRI) planning documents.  The implementation of this project will 

also help create jobs, improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing 

transportation alternatives for both the citizens of Iowa and Illinois, as well as others wishing to travel 

the high traffic volume Iowa City – Chicago corridor. 

 

For these reasons, we wholeheartedly support this project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

       
Representative Jim Lykam   Representative Phyllis Thede 

 

   
Representative Elesha Gayman   Representative Ray Zirkelbach 
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DONALD  L. MOFFITT 
State Representative, 74

th
 District 

5 Weinberg Arcade, Galesburg, Illinois  61401 

(309) 343-8000 – (309) 343-2683 fax 

moffitt@grics.net 

 

 
August 5, 2010 

 

Honorable Gary Hannig, Secretary 

c/o George Weber, Bureau Chief 

Illinois Department of Transportation 

Div. of Public & Intermodal Transportation 

100 West Randolph St., Suite 6-600 

Chicago, IL  60601 

 

RE: Iowa/Illinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger Rail Service  

 

Dear Secretary Hannig:  

 

I am pleased to express support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application 

being submitted under competitive grant funding made available through the FFY2010 appropriations. 

The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail 

(HSIPR) funding. These funds would support continued environmental impact analysis, track 

infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and 

equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City.  

 

This project’s success would allow both Illinois and Iowa to fulfill our states’ visions for expanded 

passenger rail service as noted in various state transportation planning documents. In addition, the 

corridor construction will complete an essential element of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative plan to 

provide an integrated rail network for the entire Midwest. The implementation of this project would 

help create jobs, improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure, and assist in providing 

transportation alternatives to the citizens of Iowa and Illinois.  

 

For these reasons, I support this project and respectfully encourage you to consider this application 

thoughtfully.  

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Donald L. Moffitt 

State Representative 

74th District 
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DONALD  L. MOFFITT 
State Representative, 74

th
 District 

5 Weinberg Arcade, Galesburg, Illinois  61401 

(309) 343-8000 – (309) 343-2683 fax 

moffitt@grics.net 

 

 
August 5, 2010 

 

Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary  

U.S. Department of Transportation  

1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E.  

Washington, DC 20590  

 

RE: Iowa/Illinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger Rail Service  

 

Dear Secretary LaHood:  

 

I am pleased to express support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application 

being submitted under competitive grant funding made available through the FFY2010 appropriations. 

The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail 

(HSIPR) funding. These funds would support continued environmental impact analysis, track 

infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and 

equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City.  

 

This project’s success would allow both Illinois and Iowa to fulfill our states’ visions for expanded 

passenger rail service as noted in various state transportation planning documents. In addition, the 

corridor construction will complete an essential element of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative plan to 

provide an integrated rail network for the entire Midwest. The implementation of this project would 

help create jobs, improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure, and assist in providing 

transportation alternatives to the citizens of Iowa and Illinois.  

 

For these reasons, I support this project and respectfully encourage you to consider this application 

thoughtfully.  

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Donald L. Moffitt 

State Representative 

74th District 

 

DLM:cjh 
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DONALD  L. MOFFITT 
State Representative, 74

th
 District 

5 Weinberg Arcade, Galesburg, Illinois  61401 

(309) 343-8000 – (309) 343-2683 fax 

moffitt@grics.net 

 

 
August 5, 2010 

 

Honorable Nancy Richardson, Director 

Iowa Department of Transportation 

800 Lincoln Way 

Ames, IA 50010 

 

RE: Iowa/Illinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger Rail Service  

 

Dear Director Richardson:  

 

I am pleased to express support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application 

being submitted under competitive grant funding made available through the FFY2010 appropriations. 

The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail 

(HSIPR) funding. These funds would support continued environmental impact analysis, track 

infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and 

equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City.  

 

This project’s success would allow both Illinois and Iowa to fulfill our states’ visions for expanded 

passenger rail service as noted in various state transportation planning documents. In addition, the 

corridor construction will complete an essential element of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative plan to 

provide an integrated rail network for the entire Midwest. The implementation of this project would 

help create jobs, improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure, and assist in providing 

transportation alternatives to the citizens of Iowa and Illinois.  

 

For these reasons, I support this project and respectfully encourage you to consider this application 

thoughtfully.  

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Donald L. Moffitt 

State Representative 

74th District 

 

DLM:cjh 
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August 3, 2010 

Gary Hannig, Secretary 

c/o George Weber, Bureau Chief 

Illinois Department of Transportation 

Division of Public and Intermodal Transportation 

100 West Randolph Street, Suite 6-600 

Chicago, IL  60601 

RE:  Iowa/Illinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Rail Service 

 

Dear Secretary Hannig, 

I am pleased to express my support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application 

being submitted under competitive grant funding made available through the FFY2010 appropriations.  

The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail 

(HSIPR) funding.  These funds would support continued environmental impact analysis, track 

infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and 

equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City. 

This project’s success would allow both Illinois and Iowa to fulfill our states’ visions for expanded 

passenger rail service as documented in various state transportation planning documents.  In addition, 

the corridor construction will complete an essential element of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative plan 

to provide an integrated rail network for the entire Midwest.  The implementation of this project would 

help create jobs, improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing 

transportation alternatives to the citizens of Iowa and Illinois. 

For these reasons, I support this project and we respectfully encourage you to take full consideration of 

this application. 

Sincerely, 

 

State Senator Dale E. Risinger 

37th District 
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August 3, 2010 

Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E. 

Washington, DC  20590 

RE:  Iowa/Illinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Rail Service 

 

Dear Secretary LaHood, 

I am pleased to express my support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application 

being submitted under competitive grant funding made available through the FFY2010 appropriations.  

The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail 

(HSIPR) funding.  These funds would support continued environmental impact analysis, track 

infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and 

equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City. 

This project’s success would allow both Illinois and Iowa to fulfill our states’ visions for expanded 

passenger rail service as documented in various state transportation planning documents.  In addition, 

the corridor construction will complete an essential element of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative plan 

to provide an integrated rail network for the entire Midwest.  The implementation of this project would 

help create jobs, improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing 

transportation alternatives to the citizens of Iowa and Illinois. 

For these reasons, I support this project and we respectfully encourage you to take full consideration of 

this application. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

State Senator Dale E. Risinger 

37th District 
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ROBERT E. DVORSKY 
STATE SENATOR 

Fifteenth District 
Parts of Johnson and Linn Counties 

Statehouse: (515) 281-3371 
__ 
 

HOME ADDRESS 
412 Sixth Street 

Coralville, Iowa  52241 
H: (319) 351-0988 

robert.dvorsky@legis.state.ia.us 
 
 

  

The Senate 

State of Iowa 
Eighty-third General Assembly 

STATEHOUSE 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

 

 
 

COMMITTEES 
 
 

Appropriations, Chair 
Education 

Rebuild Iowa 
Rules & Administration 

 

 
July 22, 2010 
 
Nancy Richardson, Director 
Iowa Department of Transportation 
800 Lincoln Way 
Ames, Iowa  50010 
 
Dear Director Richardson, 
 
I would like to convey my enthusiastic support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s 
(Iowa DOT) application for competitive grant funding to develop High Speed Intercity Passenger 
Rail (HSIPR) between Iowa City and Chicago. 
 
Iowa City/Coralville area legislators, businesses, and residents have been working together for 
years to develop transportation alternatives along this high volume corridor.  As Chair of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, I have fought to provide state funding for passenger rail 
despite a tough economic climate because I know that it will help create jobs, improve our 
nation’s transportation infrastructure, and provide multimodal transportation options for both the 
citizens of Iowa and Illinois.   
 
The HSIPR funds will be a great help in funding the environmental impact analysis, track 
infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station 
improvements, and equipment necessary to implement service between Iowa City and Chicago. 
Furthermore, this project’s success will  build the momentum needed for future expansion of 
passenger rail service in other parts of the state. 
 
I fully support this project and wish you success in your application.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Senator Bob Dvorsky 
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July 23, 2010 

 

Nancy Richardson, Director 

Iowa Department of Transportation 

800 Lincoln Way 

Ames, Iowa  50010 

 

Dear Director Richardson, 

 

I am pleased to express support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application 

being submitted for competitive grant funding made available through FFY 2010 appropriations.  I 

understand the Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity 

Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding.   

 

The state of Iowa, its communities, and its citizens have long worked to collaboratively develop 

passenger rail service as a realistic alternative in a Midwestern multimodal transportation system.  The 

HSIPR funds, by supporting continued environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure construction 

and improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and equipment necessary to 

implement service between Iowa City and Chicago, will help both Iowa and Illinois see positive results in 

the near future. 

 

This project’s success will allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded passenger rail service as 

documented in the 2009 Iowa Railroad System Plan, the State Transportation Plan, and previous 

Midwest Regional Rail Initiative (MWRRI) planning documents.  The implementation of this project will 

also help create jobs, improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing 

transportation alternatives for both the citizens of Iowa and Illinois, as well as others wishing to travel 

the high traffic volume Iowa City – Chicago corridor. 

 

For these reasons, I wholeheartedly support this project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tom Schueller 

State Representative 

District 25 
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July 23, 2010 
 
Nancy Richardson, Director 
Iowa Department of Transportation 
800 Lincoln Way 
Ames, Iowa  50010 
 
Dear Director Richardson, 
 
I would like to express my support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) 
application, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, for competitive grant funding for High Speed 
Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR).   
 
The HSIPR funds will help implement service between Iowa City and Chicago, providing new 
transportation options for the citizens of both Iowa and Illinois.  As the Senator representing 
Iowa City, I know that local businesses and residents are very excited about the job creation and 
economic development opportunities passenger rail service will bring.  The state of Iowa and 
Iowa City have been working together for years to bring this project to fruition.   
 
As Outreach and Community Education Director for the University of Iowa’s Center for Global 
and Regional Environmental Research, I also know that multimodal transportation infrastructure 
between Iowa City and Chicago will  both reduce our dependence on foreign oil and be a real 
boon to students, faculty, and staff. 
 
For these reasons, I enthusiastically support this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE 
 
Senator Joe Bolkcom 

 
 

JOE BOLKCOM 
STATE SENATOR 

Thirty-ninth District 
Statehouse: (515) 281-3371 

__ 
 

HOME ADDRESS 
728 2nd Avenue 

Iowa City, Iowa 52245 
         Phone: (319) 337-6280 
        joe@joebolkcom.org 
       www.joebolkcom.org 

 

  

 
State of Iowa 

Eighty-third General Assembly 
STATEHOUSE 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 
 

 
 

ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER 
 

COMMITTEES 
 

Appropriations 
Commerce 

Environmental & Energy Independence 
Human Resources 

Natural Resources & Environment 
Ways & Means, Chair 
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August 3, 2010 

 

Nancy Richardson, Director 

Iowa Department of Transportation 

800 Lincoln Way 

Ames, Iowa  50010 

 

Dear Director Richardson, 

I am pleased to express my support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application 

for competitive grant funding made available through the FFY2010 appropriations.  The Iowa DOT, in 

collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding.  The 

funds will support continued environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure construction and 

improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and equipment to implement service 

between Chicago and Iowa City. 

If funded, the project will allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded passenger rail service that was 

documented in the 2009 State Rail Plan, State Transportation Plan and previous MWRRI (Midwest 

Regional Rail Initiative) planning documents.  The implementation of this project will create jobs, 

improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing transportation alternatives to 

the citizens of Iowa.   

For these reasons, I support this project. 

 

Sincerely, 

Linda Schreiber 

2725 Highway 109 NW 

Oxford, Iowa 52322 

 

cc: Gary Hannig, Secretary, Illinois DOT 

 

Page 2595 of 2624



August 3, 2010 

 

Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E. 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE:  Iowa/Illinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger Rail Service 

Dear Secretary LaHood: 

I am pleased to express my support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application 

for competitive grant funding available through the FFY2010 appropriations.  The Iowa DOT, in 

collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding.  The 

funds would support continued environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure construction and 

improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and equipment to implement service 

between Chicago and Iowa City. 

If funded, the project will allow Iowa to fulfill a vision for expanded passenger rail service that was 

documented in the 2009 State Rail Plan, State Transportation Plan and previous MWRRI (Midwest 

Regional Rail Initiative) planning documents.  The implementation of this project will create jobs, 

improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing transportation alternatives to 

Iowa citizens and visitors in our state.   

For these reasons, I support the project and respectfully encourage you consider this application with an 

eye for our future. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Linda Schreiber 

2725 Highway 109 NW 

Oxford, Iowa 52322 

 

cc:  Nancy Richardson, Director, Iowa DOT 

       Gary Hannig, Secretary, Illinois DOT 

Page 2596 of 2624



July 20, 2010 

 

Nancy Richardson, Director 

Iowa Department of Transportation 

800 Lincoln Way 

Ames, Iowa  50010 

 

Dear Director Richardson, 

 

Foresight Consulting, Inc. is pleased to express our support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s 

(Iowa DOT) application being submitted under competitive grant funding made available through the 

FFY2010 appropriations.  The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed 

Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding.  These funds would support continued environmental impact 

analysis, track infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station 

improvements and equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City. 

This project’s success would allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded passenger rail service as 

documented in the 2009 State Rail Plan, State Transportation Plan and previous MWRRI (Midwest 

Regional Rail Initiative) planning documents.  The implementation of this project would help create jobs, 

improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing transportation alternatives to 

the citizens of Iowa. 

In addition to personal travel, this rail plan would enable my company (of which I am the president) to 

create more jobs for quad-city workers and make it a reality to commute to the Chicago area for work 

from the Quad Cities. The impact on our local economy would be enormous, and it would breathe new 

life for many entrepreneurs and businesses of all sizes. 

For these reasons, we strongly support this project. 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael E. Ricketts 

President, Foresight Consulting, Inc. (Offices in Geneseo, IL and Naperville, IL) 

cc: Gary Hannig, Secretary, Illinois DOT 
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July 20, 2010 

 

Gary Hannig, Secretary 

c/o George Weber, Bureau Chief 

Illinois Department of Transportation 

Division of Public and Intermodal Transportation 

100 West Randolph Street, Suite 6-600 

Chicago, IL  60601 

Dear Secretary Hannig, 

Foresight Consulting, Inc. is pleased to express our support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s 

(Iowa DOT) application being submitted under competitive grant funding made available through the 

FFY2010 appropriations.  The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed 

Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding.  These funds would support continued environmental impact 

analysis, track infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station 

improvements and equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City. 

This project’s success would allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded passenger rail service as 

documented in the 2009 State Rail Plan, State Transportation Plan and previous MWRRI (Midwest 

Regional Rail Initiative) planning documents.  The implementation of this project would help create jobs, 

improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing transportation alternatives to 

the citizens of Iowa. 

In addition to personal travel, this rail plan would enable my company (of which I am the president) to 

create more jobs for quad-city workers and make it a reality to commute to the Chicago area for work 

from the Quad Cities. The impact on our local economy would be enormous, and it would breathe new 

life for many entrepreneurs and businesses of all sizes. 

For these reasons, we strongly support this project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael E. Ricketts 

President, Foresight Consulting, Inc. (Offices in Geneseo, IL and Naperville, IL) 

 

cc: Nancy Richardson, Director, Iowa DOT 
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July 20, 2010 

 

Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E. 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE:  Iowa/Illinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger Rail Service 

 

Dear Secretary LaHood: 

Foresight Consulting, Inc. is pleased to express our support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s 

(Iowa DOT) application being submitted under competitive grant funding made available through the 

FFY2010 appropriations.  The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed 

Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding.  These funds would support continued environmental impact 

analysis, track infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station 

improvements and equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City. 

This project’s success would allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded passenger rail service as 

documented in the 2009 State Rail Plan, State Transportation Plan and previous MWRRI (Midwest 

Regional Rail Initiative) planning documents.  The implementation of this project would help create jobs, 

improve our nation’s transportation infrastructure and assist in providing transportation alternatives to 

the citizens of Iowa. 

In addition to personal travel, this rail plan would enable my company (of which I am the president) to 

create more jobs for quad-city workers and make it a reality to commute to the Chicago area for work 

from the Quad Cities. The impact on our local economy would be enormous, and it would breathe new 

life for many entrepreneurs and businesses of all sizes. 

For these reasons, we strongly support this project. 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael E. Ricketts 

President, Foresight Consulting, Inc. (Offices in Geneseo, IL and Naperville, IL) 

 

cc: Nancy Richardson, Director, Iowa DOT 

       Gary Hannig, Secretary, Illinois DOT 
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July 30, 2010 

 

Tuyet Dorau 

2010 Wedgewood Place 

Coralville, IA  52241 

 

Nancy Richardson, Director 

Iowa Department of Transportation 

800 Lincoln Way 

Ames, Iowa  50010 

 

Dear Director Richardson, 

 

As a long standing member of the Iowa City area community and member of the Iowa City Community 

School District Board of Education, I am pleased to express my support for the Iowa Department of 

Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application being submitted under competitive grant funding made 

available through the FFY2010 appropriations.  The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is 

seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding.  These funds would support continued 

environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility 

construction, station improvements and equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa 

City. 

 

This project’s success would allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded passenger rail service as 

documented in the 2009 State Rail Plan, State Transportation Plan and previous MWRRI (Midwest 

Regional Rail Initiative) planning documents.  The implementation of this project goes beyond helping 

job creation and improving our nation’s transportation infrastructure.  This project solidifies our 

commitment to future generations by providing a cost effective and green alternative method of 

transportation.  High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail will provide children from our communities the 

opportunity to expand their world view by visiting other communities.  Broadening one’s world view has 

intrinsic value in that it allows one to gain better understanding of local and national history and culture 

and regional dynamics by bringing our communities closer together.  It makes tangible to children the 

notion that the world is indeed flat. 

 

For these reasons, I fully support this project and respectfully encourage you approve and fully fund this 

application. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Tuyet Dorau 

 

cc: Gary Hannig, Secretary, Illinois DOT 
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July 30, 2010 

 

Tuyet Dorau 

2010 Wedgewood Place 

Coralville, IA  52241 

 

Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E. 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE:  Iowa/Illinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger Rail Service 

 

Dear Secretary LaHood: 

 

As a long standing member of the Iowa City area community and member of the Iowa City Community 

School District Board of Education, I am pleased to express my support for the Iowa Department of 

Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application being submitted under competitive grant funding made 

available through the FFY2010 appropriations.  The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is 

seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding.  These funds would support continued 

environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility 

construction, station improvements and equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa 

City. 

 

This project’s success would allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded passenger rail service as 

documented in the 2009 State Rail Plan, State Transportation Plan and previous MWRRI (Midwest 

Regional Rail Initiative) planning documents.  The implementation of this project goes beyond helping 

job creation and improving our nation’s transportation infrastructure.  This project solidifies our 

commitment to future generations by providing a cost effective and green alternative method of 

transportation.  High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail will provide children from our communities the 

opportunity to expand their world view by visiting other communities.  Broadening one’s world view has 

intrinsic value in that it allows one to gain better understanding of local and national history and 

regional dynamics by bringing our communities closer together.  It makes tangible to children the notion 

that the world is indeed flat. 

 

For these reasons, I fully support this project and respectfully encourage you approve and fully fund this 

application. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Cc:  Nancy Richardson, Director, Iowa DOT 

       Gary Hannig, Secretary, Illinois DOT 
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      1826 Brown Deer Cv 
      Coralville IA 52241-1169 
      July 30, 2010 
 
 
Nancy Richardson, Director 
Iowa Department of Transportation 
800 Lincoln Way 
Ames, Iowa  50010 
 
Dear Director Richardson: 
 
The Wicklund family is pleased to express our support for the Iowa Department of 
Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application being submitted under competitive grant 
funding made available through the FFY2010 appropriations.  The Iowa DOT, in 
collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail 
(HSIPR) funding.  These funds would support continued environmental impact analysis, 
track infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station 
improvements and equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City. 
 
I lived in Cedar Rapids while growing up and experienced train service in Iowa by the 
Chicago and North Western Railroad, Milwaukee Road Trains, and the Rock Island 
Railroad servicing Chicago and cities across Iowa.  The trains were a convenient way to 
travel. 
 
Our family travels to Chicago frequently for business and pleasure.  My business travel 
often takes me to the east coast where I travel between DC and New York City always 
using the train service.  I have several business and personal friends who would utilize 
the train service to Chicago from Iowa City.  It has a definite advantage over airline 
travel or driving to Chicago for a day meeting. 
 
In addition this project’s success would allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded 
passenger rail service as documented in the 2009 State Rail Plan, State Transportation 
Plan and previous MWRRI (Midwest Regional Rail Initiative) planning documents.  The 
implementation of this project would help create jobs, improve our nation’s 
transportation infrastructure and assist in providing transportation alternatives to the 
citizens of Iowa. 
 
For these reasons and many others, we support this project.  It provides a resource that is 
needed as we look to ways to conserve energy. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gary A. Wicklund 
 
cc:  Gary Hannig, Secretary, Illinois DOT  
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      1826 Brown Deer Cove 
      Coralville IA 52241-1169 
      July 30, 2010 
 
Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E. 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE:  Iowa/Illinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger Rail Service 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
The Wicklund family is pleased to express our support for the Iowa Department of 
Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application being submitted under competitive grant 
funding made available through the FFY2010 appropriations.  The Iowa DOT, in 
collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail 
(HSIPR) funding.  These funds would support continued environmental impact analysis, 
track infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station 
improvements and equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City. 
 
I lived in Cedar Rapids while growing up and experienced train service in Iowa by the 
Chicago and North Western Railroad, Milwaukee Road Trains, and the Rock Island 
Railroad servicing Chicago and cities across Iowa.  The trains were a convenient way to 
travel. 
 
Our family travels to Chicago frequently for business and pleasure.  My business travel 
often takes me to the east coast where I travel between DC and New York City always 
using the train service.  I have several business and personal friends who would utilize 
the train service to Chicago from Iowa City.  It has a definite advantage over airline 
travel or driving to Chicago for a day meeting. 
 
In addition this project’s success would allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded 
passenger rail service as documented in the 2009 State Rail Plan, State Transportation 
Plan and previous MWRRI (Midwest Regional Rail Initiative) planning documents.  The 
implementation of this project would help create jobs, improve our nation’s 
transportation infrastructure and assist in providing transportation alternatives to the 
citizens of Iowa. 
 
For these reasons and many others, we support this project.  It provides a resource that is 
needed as we look to ways to conserve energy. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gary A. Wicklund 
 
cc:  Nancy Richardson, Director, Iowa DOT 
      Gary Hannig, Secretary, Illinois DOT  
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      July 27, 2010 

Nancy Richardson, Director 

Iowa Department of Transportation 

800 Lincoln Way 

Ames, Iowa  50010 

 

Dear Director Richardson, 

The Iowa City UNESCO City of Literature  is pleased to express our support for the Iowa Department of 

Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) application being submitted under competitive grant funding made 

available through the FFY2010 appropriations.  The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is 

seeking High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funding.  These funds would support continued 

environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility 

construction, station improvements and equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa 

City. 

This project’s success would allow Iowa to fulfill its vision for expanded passenger rail service as 

documented in the 2009 State Rail Plan, State Transportation Plan and previous MWRRI (Midwest 

Regional Rail Initiative) planning documents.   

The implementation of this project would help create jobs and  improve our nation’s transportation 

infrastructure.  It would also assist in providing transportation alternatives to the citizens of Iowa which 

is especially helpful as we begin to produce and market programs and activities throughout the region.   

For these reasons, the Iowa City UNESCO City of Literature  supports this project. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jeanette M. Pilak 

Executive Director  

 

cc: Gary Hannig, Secretary, Illinois DOT 
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July 28, 2010 
 

Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE:  Iowa/Illinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger Rail Service 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
I am writing to encourage your support of the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT) 
application being submitted under competitive grant funding made available through the FY2010 
appropriations.  The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking High Speed intercity 
track infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station 
improvements, and equipment to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City. 
 
As Director of the Iowa City Public Library, I encounter a large and diverse representation of area 
residents every day. Expanded passenger rail service would benefit all of them in a variety of ways, 
and I hear enthusiasm from many people for this project. Passenger rail service provides a 
transportation alternative for citizens of both Iowa and Illinois that will be well used. It will strengthen 
our nation’s transportation infrastructure and create jobs. 
 
Funding would support continued environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure construction 
and improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and equipment. We are 
excited to see this project move ahead and I encourage your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Susan Craig 
Library Director 
 
 
 
cc: Gary Hannig, Secretary, Illinois Department of Transportation 
 Nancy Richardson, Director, Iowa Department of Transportation 
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July 28, 2010 
 

Nancy Richardson 
Director 
Iowa Department of Transportation 
800 Lincoln Way 
Ames, IA 50010 
 
RE:  Iowa/Illinois HSIPR Grant Request for Chicago to Iowa City Passenger Rail Service 
 
Dear Director Richardson: 
 
I am writing to encourage your support of the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa 
DOT) application being submitted under competitive grant funding made available through 
the FY2010 appropriations. The Iowa DOT, in collaboration with the Illinois DOT, is seeking 
High Speed intercity track infrastructure construction and improvements, layover facility 
construction, station improvements, and equipment to implement service between Chicago 
and Iowa City. 
 
As Director of the Iowa City Public Library, I encounter a large and diverse representation of 
area residents every day. Expanded passenger rail service would benefit all of them in a 
variety of ways, and I hear enthusiasm from many people for this project. Passenger rail 
service provides a transportation alternative for citizens of both Iowa and Illinois that will be 
well used. It will strengthen our nation’s transportation infrastructure and create jobs. 
 
Funding would support continued environmental impact analysis, track infrastructure 
construction and improvements, layover facility construction, station improvements and 
equipment. We are excited to see this project move ahead and I encourage your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Susan Craig, 
Library Director 
 
cc: Gary Hannig, Secretary, Illinois DOT 
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August 4, 2010  
 
Governors Culver and Quinn, 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Green Line program which aims to implement passenger rail service between Iowa 
City and Chicago that expands the green and sustainable principles inherent in passenger rail transportation. 
 
This sustainable and progressive program utilizes green aspects of passenger travel between your states from locally grown 
food served on board to an in-depth recycling and reuse program to biodiesel-powered locomotives. 
 
Renewable Energy Group (REG) is the nation's leading biodiesel producer and marketer having sold approximately 28 percent 
of all biodiesel consumed in the U.S. in 2009.  The biodiesel we produce helps to reduce carbon emissions by more than 78 
percent, supports Midwestern agriculture, helps reduce our nation's dependency on foreign oil and supports more than 200 
green collar jobs in Iowa and Illinois. 
 
Our operations are headquartered in Ames, Iowa with one of our network biodiesel refineries located in Danville, Illinois; 
Seneca, Illinois and another located just west of Iowa City in Newton, Iowa. REG also markets biodiesel from the Kinder 
Morgan terminal in Chicago. We have strong biodiesel blend partnerships with petroleum distributors in both Iowa and 
Illinois. 
 
REG has pledged our support for this program in our enthusiasm for sustainable rail travel as well as human capital, physical 
resources and biodiesel fuel. Renewable Energy Group looks to provide the Green Line with the following: 
•    Use of our 10,000 gallon fuel tank to help the Iowa City rail yard provide a B20 biodiesel blend until permanent 

infrastructure is put in place.  
•    Technical expertise to help ensure the successful testing and permanent utilization of biodiesel blends in the locomotive 

along the Green Line. 
•    Consistent, competitively priced supply sources for high quality biodiesel made in Iowa and Illinois by our local green 

collar workers at BQ-9000 Producer plants which follow strict quality production guidelines.  
•    Assistance in facilitating partnerships between the biodiesel industry and current Green Line advocates. 

 
If you have questions about our support or our business, please contact Alicia Clancy at alicia.clancy@regfuel.com or at 515-
239-8118. We urge your strong and swift support of this program in order to help advance the use of biofuels in the rail 
industry, to offer a sustainable mode of transportation and to continue your states’ economic support of the renewable fuels 
industry. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jeff Stroburg 
CEO and Chairman 
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