














Each year we are required by FHWA to collect highway contractor employment
information for the last full week in July. The contractors complete a matrix of their
employees broken down by ethnic/gender and craft. We summary the report and it is
due FHWA by September 25. The federal report only covers federal aid projects. So we
made the decision about 12 years ago we wanted to know the same information for all
the work we let so we send out two forms to the contractors. The required federal aid
only form and an identical form for ALL work let by the lowa DOT. The ALL work let
form should provide an excellent comparison of the number of highway workers in 2009
compared to the previous years.

We have received almost all of the 1391 data from the contractors. Attached is the
summary of the contractor employment numbers on DOT let contracts for the past 10
years. Employment is up about 30% over the past 5 year average ( 5268 this year
compared to 4070 average for the previous 5 years).

| feel these numbers better reflect ARRA’s impact on highway contracting than what the
contractor may be reporting monthly on our ARRA reporting website. | thought you
might find this information useful.
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