
The Iowa Department of Transportation is conducting a study to identify and evaluate 
alternatives for commuter transportation in one of Iowa’s major travel corridors, the Interstate 
380 corridor.  

The Iowa DOT is interested in alternatives that enhance mobility and expand transportation 
options for Iowans (or commuters), reduce wear and tear on the highway system, and 
decrease traffic congestion along primary corridors. To accomplish this, The Iowa Commuter 
Transportation Study will identify the existing and future commuter needs in the corridor and 
determine the viability of various commuter transportation alternatives to address those needs.

Study Purpose:   

The Iowa Department of Transportation is 
conducting the Iowa Commuter Transportation 
Study to improve mobility in the I-380 corridor.  To 
achieve this goal, the study will: 

• Identify the potential commuter market and 
needs; 

• Assess existing inter-regional commuter 
services and system capacity based on 
projected growth;  

• Identify transportation alternatives to address 
unmet commuter transportation needs; 

• Determine required capital  and operating 
costs for those alternatives 

• Identify potential funding and financing 
opportunities; 

• Recommend an implementation strategy;  

Study Need: 

• Eastern Iowa communities depend on one 
another economically, and improving the 
transportation system is critical to supporting 
future growth and access to jobs in the region;

• The DOT is interested in more transportation 
options along major transportation corridors 
to reduce wear and tear on the transportation 
system, decrease traffic congestion, and 
 

 

• Senate File 2349 was signed into law 
mandating a Study to “to conduct a study 
to identify administrative needs, projected 
demand, necessary capital and operating costs, 
and public transit service structures including 
park-and-ride lots, employer or public vanpool 
programs, and traditional fixed-route transit. 
The DOT shall submit a report with findings 
and recommendations to the general assembly 
on or before December 15, 2014.” 

• The explanation included in the Notes on 
Bills and Amendments for Senate File 2349 
stated that the law “Requires the DOT to 
conduct a study of the I-380 corridor and the 
traffic volumes between Linn and Johnson 
counties. The study is to identify the needs 
of employers, projected demand, capital and 
operating costs, and determine the pros and 
cons of various structures associated with a 
public transit system between the Iowa City 
and Cedar Rapids metro areas.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Study Limits:   

• The study area includes all of the Eastern Iowa 
communities within Linn, Johnson, Benton, 
Jones, Iowa, Cedar and Washington Counties 

• Detailed study recommendations will be 
targeted to the I-380 corridor.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Public Outreach and Input 

The study involves collecting technical transportation 
information from the region and evaluating it based 
on existing and future needs and demands. Balancing 
this technical information with local knowledge from 
employers, commuters and others interested in an 
improved transportation system requires input and 
engagement!   
 
Gathering this local knowledge will include:

• A series of stakeholder interviews with major 
employers in the area will help identify demand 
and opportunities for commuter transportation 
services.  

• An Advisory Group has been established made 
up of transit officials, economic development 
leaders, and community officials to help the 
Iowa DOT understand specific community needs 
and provide input on the potential solutions and 
recommendations.

• Online surveys will be used to gather input from 
the public on their perceptions and desires for 
commuter transportation options.  Surveys will 
be available in mid-September & November.

• Two public meetings will be held to allow people 
the opportunity to learn more about the study 
and have an opportunity to provide input.  

Public Open House #1:
Purpose:  Identify Issues and Ideas 

 Date:        October 2nd 
 Time:         5 pm to 7 pm
 Location:    North Liberty Public Library  
                                  520 W Cherry St,
                                  North Liberty, IA 

Public Open House #2:
Purpose:  Share Draft Recommendations  

 Date:           November 19th
        Time:           5 pm to 7 pm
         Location:    Cedar Rapids Public Library
                                   450 Fifth Avenue SE
                                   Cedar Rapids, IA 

Upcoming Meetings:


