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What is a 
Commercial 

Motor Vehicle? 





A CMV is: 
A single motor vehicle weight or weight rating 

is 10,001 lbs or more. 
 

A combination vehicle weight or weight rating 
of 10,001 lbs or more in interstate commerce. 
 

A combination vehicle with a weight rating of 
26,001 lbs or more when the motor vehicle is 
under 10,000 lbs in intrastate commerce. 
 

A vehicle of any size is used to transport 
Hazardous Materials in a quantity requiring a 
placard  



 Both Interstate and Intrastate. 
 Any vehicle that meets the definition of a 

commercial vehicle. 
  It would include all types of licenses, if 

they are operating a CMV. 
 The rule took effect January 3rd, 2012.   

CELL PHONES & CMVs 



Driving means operating a commercial motor 
vehicle on the highway, including while 
temporarily stationary because of traffic, a 
traffic control device, or momentary delay. 
Driving does not include operating a 
commercial motor vehicle when the driver 
has moved the vehicle to the side of, or off, a 
highway and halted in a location where the 
vehicle can safely remain stationary 

CELL PHONES & CMVs 



The  rules state motor carriers must not 
allow, nor require drivers to use their 
hand-held mobile telephone while driving. 
 
 On an inspection/citation the violation is to 
the driver.  The violation will affect the 
companies CSA score. 
 

CELL PHONES & CMVs 



 Using a hand-held mobile device while driving is 
a serious traffic violation and will result in a CDL 
driver being disqualified. 

 There is  an emergency exception that allows 
CMV drivers to use their hand-held mobile 
telephone, if necessary, to communicate 
with  law enforcement  officials or other 
emergency services. 
 Hands free use is allowed via either an 
earpiece or speaker  phone function of the 

mobile phone.  

CELL PHONES & CMVs 



Medical Card/Drivers License 

There are 4 different categories to 
choose from when getting a CDL. 
 
1 is Interstate CDL Non Exempt 
2 is Interstate CDL Exempt 
3 Intrastate CDL Non Exempt 
4 Intrastate CDL Exempt 



Commercial  
Driver's 
License 



GVWR / GCWR 

GVWR: 
Gross Vehicle Weight Rating 
 
 
GCWR:  
Gross Combination Weight 
Rating 



License Classes 
Class C      Non-Commercial 
Class D      Chauffeurs 
Class C      CDL  HazMat / Pass   
                   26,000 and below 
Class B      CDL  Single Vehicle 
                   26,001 and up 
Class A      CDL  Combination 
Vehicle 
                   26,001 and up  



Class C Operators 

Non-Commercial 
 
All motor vehicles on public 
highways, up to 16,000 GVWR 



Class D Chauffeurs 

Not a CDL 
 
D1 - Farm Truck tractor / semi 
trailer  
D2 - GVWR 16,001 - 26,000 
lbs 

       



Class C CDL 
26,000 or less GVWR required to 
display a Hazardous Material 
placard 



Class B CDL 

Single vehicle with a 
GVWR 
26,001 lbs or more 
 



Class B CDL 



Class A CDL 
Combination vehicle when the 
GCWR is 26,001 Lbs or more  
and the towed vehicle GVWR 
10,001 Lbs or more 





Prevent Loss of Load 
 

•Leaking 

•Spilling 

•Blowing 

•Falling 



Prevent Shifting of Load 
•Upon or Within 

“To such an extent that  
the vehicle’s stability or 
maneuverability is 
adversely affected” 



Lightweight cargo may not 
effect vehicle stability 



Heavier cargo may effect 
vehicle stability 



Hazardous Materials must 
always be safely secured 



Each tiedown must have it’s 
own form of adjustment 



10,000 lbs or Less 

Must be 
restrained 

with at least 
two tiedowns, 

one at the 
front and one 

at the rear.  



10,000 lbs or Less 

Prevent 
movement in 

forward, 
rearward, 

lateral, and 
vertical 

directions. 



Start with 
a 

minimum 
of four 

tiedowns 

10,001 lbs or More 



Locate the 
tiedowns at 
factory 
anchor 
points 

10,001 lbs or More 



Or locate the 
tiedowns 
near the ends 
of the 
machine… 

10,001 lbs or More 



Add more tiedowns as needed 
to achieve required WLL 

10,001 lbs or More 



Each tiedown must have 
it’s own tensioning device 

10,001 lbs or More 



Lower all booms and blades, 
and secure to vehicle 

10,001 lbs or More 



Prevent articulation by using 
locks or additional tiedowns 

10,001 lbs or More 



CSA  



CSA 2010 Basics 

There are 7 different 
“Basics” that make up a 
driver and carrier profile 



Basics 
Unsafe Driving:  Operating a CMV in a 
dangerous or careless manner,  example:  
speeding, lane change, reckless driving. 
Hours of Service Compliance:  Operating a CMV 
by a driver who is ill, fatigued, or is not in 
compliance with hours of service regulations. 
Driver Fitness:  Operating a CMV by a driver 
who is unfit to operate a CMV due to lack of 
training, experience, or medical qualifications, 
examples:  invalid or no CDL, medically 
unqualified. 



Basics 
Controlled Substance and Alcohol:  Operating a 
CMV while impaired by alcohol, illegal drugs, or 
abuse of prescription meds. 
Vehicle Maintenance:  CMV failure due to 
improper or inadequate maintenance, examples: 
brakes, lights, tires or other mechanical defects. 
Load securement issues. 
Hazardous Materials Compliance:  Unsafe 
handling of HM on a CMV.  Examples; no 
shipping papers, no placards/markings and 
HMR parts 171, 172, 173, 177, 178, 179, and 
180. 



Basics 

Crash Indicator:  Histories or patterns of 
high crash involvement, including 
frequency and severity.  It is based on 
state reported crash reports.  It doesn’t 
matter who is at fault. 
 



Carrier Interventions 

Warning Letter 
 
Carrier access to safety data and 
measurement information 
 
Targeted roadside inspections 



Carrier Interventions 

                  Investigations 
 

Offsite investigation 
Onsite investigation 
Onsite comprehensive 
investigation 



Carrier Interventions 

           Follow-on Interventions 
Cooperative Safety Plan 
Notice of violation 
Notice of claim 
Operations Out of Service Order 



Current Rating Process in CSA 2010 

CSA 2010 incorporates the existing safety rating 
process and will continue to do so until SFD 
would go into effect: 

 
 

Drivers will not be rated 
 
Drivers will not face any more suspension risk in the 
future than exists today 
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Presentation Notes
CSA 2010 incorporates the existing safety rating process and will continue to do so until SFD would go into effect
Drivers will not be rated
Ratings are issued based on investigation findings:
On-site comprehensive investigations can result in Satisfactory, Conditional or Unsatisfactory ratings
Onsite focused investigations can result in Conditional or Unsatisfactory Ratings
Offsite investigations do not result in a rating
Carriers can request an administrative review of its safety rating(§385.17)

More language if needed:
Per statutory language, a safety rating can only be issued to a carrier following a Compliance Review; and a Compliance Review is defined as an on-site investigation of a carrier; therefore, a rating can only be issued during an investigation that occurs at the carrier’s place of business.

Because the onsite focused review only looks at a few areas of a carrier’s regulatory compliance, only a Conditional or Unsatisfactory rating may be applied based on findings.  The Agency cannot provide a Satisfactory rating since it will not have reviewed all areas.  

As is current policy, a carrier may apply for an administrative request for upgrade and provide evidence of corrective action. 



 
What CSA 2010 Means 

to Drivers 
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Pre-employment Screening Program 
(PSP) 

PSP was mandated by Congress under  SAFETEA-LU 
 

PSP is not a part of CSA 2010 
 

“Driver Profiles” from FMCSA’s Driver Information Resource 
(DIR) will be available to carriers through PSP 
 

Driver Profiles will only be released with driver authorization 
 

Drivers will be able to obtain their own driver information record 
 

PSP is under development, more information can be found at 
www.psp.fmcsa.dot.gov  
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http://www.psp.fmcsa.dot.gov/


 
Frequently Asked 

Questions 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Does CSA 2010 give FMCSA the authority to put drivers 
out of work? 
– No.  CSA 2010 does NOT give the agency the authority to 

remove drivers from their jobs.  A change of that magnitude 
would require rulemaking and no such effort is underway. 
 

Does CSA 2010 give FMCSA the authority and 
processes to rate drivers and revoke their CDLs? 
– No.  Driver assessments are available to investigators but 

these are not used to rate drivers and/or revoke CDLs; State 
licensing agencies perform that function.   
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FAQs (cont’d) 

Do tickets or warnings that drivers receive while 
operating their personal vehicles impact the new Safety 
Measurement System? 
– No.   

 
Does the Safety Measurement System hold carriers 
responsible for drivers’ errors, such as speeding? 
– Yes.  Carriers are held accountable for drivers’ errors because 

they are responsible for the job performance of those who work 
for them. 
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FAQs (cont’d) 

Do carriers and drivers need to register for CSA 2010 
and fulfill mandatory training? 
– No.  CSA 2010 is primarily focused on helping FMCSA 

improve its enforcement operations.  Carriers and drivers do 
not need to register for CSA 2010 nor is there a mandatory 
training requirement.   

 
Is there a way to challenge potentially erroneous or 
improper violations on carrier and/or driver records? 
– Yes.  The DataQs program (https://dataqs.fmcsa.dot.gov) 

allows carriers and drivers to challenge information that 
resides in FMCSA databases such as crash and inspection 
reports. 
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FAQs (cont’d) 

 

Is it considered an inspection every time I talk to an 
inspector at a weigh station? 
– Not necessarily.  Law enforcement perform two types of 

actions at the roadside: a screening and an inspection.  A 
screening evaluates a CMV to determine if that driver and/or 
vehicle warrants an inspection. Screening methods may vary 
by jurisdiction.  A screening does not constitute an inspection 
and an inspection report would not be generated. 
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Getting pulled over  
(What to expect) 



Paperwork Required 

Driver’s License 
Registration for the truck/ trailer 
Proof of Insurance 
Logbook if needed 
 

ABC Holdings and Truck 
Leasing 

1234 Big Truck Dr. 

Anywhere, Iowa, 12345 

Arnold B. Crankin                           432                  05      Pet       TT   1FG5DFG55B123456       98765 

1234          12        56789                     01-11-05    4               N                            18000             8          
80000 



Shipping Information 
Rental agreement if needed 
Proof of UCR 
Oversized load permit 

Paperwork Required 



What’s going to happen 

An inspection will normally take place 
Involves going through paperwork, 
checking the load, going over the 
truck. 
 



What’s going to happen 
   The inspection will consist of checking your paperwork and 

driver’s license. 
   The truck and/or trailer will be inspected. 
   The load will be looked at. 
   All information will be entered onto a computer and you will 

receive a copy of the inspection.  If there are citations issued, 
you should receive them at this time. 



How to make the 
inspection go quicker 

When an officer asks for paperwork, know what they 
are asking for and where it is. 
Know where the annual inspection sticker and/or 
paperwork is. 
Always keep all paperwork legible. 
A good suggestion would be to get a folder and 
have all your paperwork up to date and in the 
folder.  Then place the folder in the truck. 
 



Public Information 

1-800-925-6469 

www.iamvd.com 
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