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The lowa Department of Transportation’s
Project Development Public Involvement Plan

Mission:
The lowa Department of Transportation’s (DOT) project development public involvement
process will have early and on-going public interaction throughout the project development

pProcess.

Goals:
«  To gather broad public input to be considered during the transportation decision-making

process.
» To share information and provide opportunities for public involvement (P1) throughout the

development process. Typically these oppartunities will be offered through public

information meetings (PIM) and public hearings (PH). '
.+ To solicit the participation of individuals and groups who are affected by the proposed
project as well as others whose needs may not be addressed by existing transportation

systems.
«  To build sustainable relationships with citizens, the business community, special interest

groups, resource agencies, and other private and governmental agencies.

Scope:
This document outlines how the lowa DOT will conduct its public involvement process in

compliance with federal and state regulations.

1. Public involvement activities will be scheduled to fulfill the Department’s Pl guidelines, which
include:

. PH(s) and PIM(s) in accordance with the NEPA process.

» PH(s)and PIM(s) as appropriate to satisfy the intent of the lowa DOT's Project
Development process in conjunction with the Project Management Team (PMT) and
district office.

A PI activity whenever a primary highway is closed to traffic.

A P activity for all projects that require the acquisition of right of way.

PH(s) or PIM(s) for compliance with lowa Code chapter 6B.

Compliance with Limited English Proficiency (LEP) guidelines.

PI policy is applied to all primary highway projects uniformly without consideration of funding
or which jurisdiction (local vs. state) administers the project.

2. Early coordination with resource agencies and the public will be accomplished, as
applicable, through one or more of the following:

« Implementation of the lowa DOT/FHWA and resource agencies "Statewide
Implementation Agreement for National Environmental Policy Act and Clean Water Act

Section 404 Concurrent NEPA/404 Processes for Highway Projects in lowa” dated
September 15, 2001. The process will be managed by OLE-Water Resources Section.

» Implementation of the provisions addressing consultation with Native American tribes
contained in the “Programmatic Agreement” and “Procedures for Implementation of
Section 108 Requirements.” Participating agencies are the lowa Division of FHWA,
lowa State Historic Preservation Officer, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and
the DOT. In accordance with this agreement and procedures, the OLE-Cultural




Resources Section will provide early and continuing information to the Native American
tribes with interests in lowa.

» Early public notification via PIM{s) conducted by the District and/or the OLE-Public
Involvement (Pl) Section. In these meetings preliminary project information will be
distributed to the public. (Refer o Chapter 2, of the lowa DOT Project Development
Manual (Manual).)

3. PH(s) will be conducted for all projects requiring an environmental impact statement (EIS) or
environmental assessment (EA) during the review period for the document. {The PH will consist
of an open forum portion and a formal tape recorded portion.) Cther projects will be reviewed
and the appropriate Pl activity (PIM, property owner contact, media release, etc.) will be '
conducted.

4. Cooperating Agencies: Early in the project development phase, in accordance with 40CFR
1500-1508, those agencies that have jurisdiction by law will be extended by the FHWA and
OLE, on a project by project basis, an opportunity to be cooperating agencies in the NEPA
process. Other state agencies, local agencies and Native American tribes having special
experfise with respect to an environmental issue or jurisdiction by law will be considered and
may be extended an opporfunity toc be participating agencies.

5. Pl activities and PH(s)} will be coordinated as necessary by OLE-PI Section and the District
Engineer (DE), the (PMT), and OLE-NEPA Section as outlined in Chapters 2 and 5 of the
Manual.

6. The Pl process will be tailored to each project through the development of a Public
Involvement Plan (PIP} as outlined in Chapter 5 of the Manual and the Office of Location and
Environment Public Involvement Procedures Manual. The plan should incorporate Pl techniques
identified in the manuals and other nationally recognized techniques for Pl. A copy of the PIP
devetoped for an individual project should be copied to FHWA.

The DE, project manager and the PMT, working with the Pl Section, are responsible for
developing a PIP. The level of detall in this plan will be commensurate with the project needs
and individualized to address the unique characteristics and needs of the affected community or
region of the state.

Environmental Justice (EJ) concerns, including possible impacts to minority and low-income
populations, will be identified during development of the PIP. Appropriate measures

will be taken to include these populations in the public involvement process. In addition, lowa
DOT will take reasonable steps to ensure meaningful access to its programs and activities by
persons of limited English proficiency (LEP). (Refer to Attachment “B" for examples of translated
public involvement materials and to view lowa DOT Policy 300.05 — Title VI Program.)

7. To ensure that impacts associated with the relocation of individuals, groups, businesses or
institutions are addressed, a DOT Right of Way (ROW) representative will develop relocation
information during the NEPA process and will, as necessary, be present at PH(s) and PIM(s).

8. Pl opportunities for projects requiring acquisition of ROW will be scheduled throughout the
development process as provided for in Chapter 2 of the Manual. Additional opportunities for
public input will be scheduled as deemed appropriate by the DE/project manager.

The DOT will provide the property owner notification and P! opportunity required by lowa Code,
Chapter 6B for projects which may require acquisition of agricultural land.



9. The public notice/Notice of Availability (NOA) for a PH will be prepared by the OLE -Pi
Section. It will be published as a legal notice in the official County newspaper or newspaper of
general circulation in the county, or city, 16 to 30 calendar days prior to the hearing. The notice
will include information regarding the availability of the project's NEPA document unless project
specifics require that the NOA be published separately. A display ad wili be published 5 to 12
days prior to the hearing. For projects which will have a PIM, a notice will be published in a
paper of general circulation using a display ad format, 14 to 21 days prior to the meeting. The
legal notice for a project which requires compliance with lowa Code, Chapter 6B will be
published 4 {o 20 days prior to the hearing/meeting. When the 68 process is conducted in
conjunction with a hearing, the 6B notice will be included in the legal notice/NOA. The 6B
publication requirements will then be satisfied if the legal notice publication occurs during the 4
to 20 day timeframe, otherwise a second publication shall be made. Additional publications, or
the publishing of a legal notice, could occur based on project need, or as requested by the
DE/project manager. (Refer to Attachment “C” for public notice examples.)

10. The public hearing will be held at least 15 calendar days after publication of the NOA for
the NEPA document (EA or Draft EIS(DEIS)). The publication of the NOA, and the timing of the
hearing date, will also take into consideration the EA, DEIS and 4(f) review periods.

11. The PH(s) and PIM(s) will provide the following information as appropriate:

+ The project's purpose, need, and consistency with the goals and objectives of any local
urban pianning.

The project's alternatives and major design features.

The social, economic, environmental, and other impacts of the project.

The relocation assistance program and the right of way acquisition process.

The DOT's procedures for written or oral statements from the publlc

A copy of the signed NEPA document (EA or DEIS).

e Project exhibits

12. Following the hearing, the Pl Section in concert with the District and other DOT offices will
respond to public comments and prepare a transcript.

+  The transcript includes all recorded proceedings and oral statements, as well as copies

of all written statements from the public (both submitted at the PH and during the formal

comment period). The transcript, and a certification that a PH was conducted, will be

submitted to the lowa Division Office of FHWA. (Refer to Attachment "D” for a Hearing

Certification example.)

+ A PIM summary booklet will be completed by the P| Section or District, as appropriate,
for projects with PIMs.

This document, when fully executed by the FHWA and DOT, supersedes the May 2006 Project
Development Public Involvement Plan and will remain in full effect unless canceled in writing by
either party. This document may be amended if regulatory requirements change or if process
madifications are warranted. Amendments will be prepared by the DOT, reviewed for
sufficiency by FHWA and DOT, executed by both agencies, and distributed within both agencies
for attachment hereto.

§(Wﬂ /Z/zj.//() Q‘,,@.w &&0 , \3/&’3 /!D

(Date) (Date)
Lubin Quinonies, JA Division Administrator John Adam, Highway Division Director
Federal Highway Administration Towa Department of Transportation




ATTACHMENT A

Abbreviations used in this document.



CE

DE

DEIS
boT

EA

EIS

EJ

FHWA
MANUAL

NEPA
NOA

OLE
LEP
PH
PI
PIM
PIP
PMT
ROW

Section 106

404 Permit

ABBREVIATIONS

Categorical Exclusion

District Engineer for the lowa Department of Transportation
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Towa Department of Transportation

Environmental Assessment
Environmental Impact Statement
Environmental Justice

Federal Highway Administration

Towa DOT Project Development Manual

National Environmental Policy Act, as amended
Notice of Availability

Office of Location and Environment

Limited English Proficiency

Public Hearing

Public Involvement

Public Information Meeting

Public Involvement Plan :
Project Management Team for the ITowa DOT

Right of Way

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
of 1966, as amended

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, as amended




ATTACHMENT B

Examples of Environmental Justice Materials



DECLARACION
DEL PROYECTO

Para la junta de informacion publica con referencia a las
mejoras propuestas para la Interestatal 29 en el centro de
Sioux City desde las vias del tren del puente de la compafiia
de Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) al oeste de la
interseccion de Hamilton Boulevard (Segmento 2)

NUMERO DEL PROYECTO : Condado de Woodbury
IM-29-6(168)146--13-97

LUGAR DE LA REUNION:
Sioux City Convention Center
801 Fourth Street
Sioux City, IA

E119 de Octubre del 2010

Prepared by
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

HIGHWAY DIVISION




INFORMACION DE LA JUNTA PUBLICA

CONDADO DE WOODBURY FECHA DE LA JUNTA: 19 DE OCTUBRE DEL 2010
IM-29-6(168)146--13-97 JIM ROST
LOCATION AND ENVIRONMENT
HIGHWAY DIVISION

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
800 LINCOLN WAY, AMES, IOWA, 50010
515-239-1225
Para ver la informacién correspondiente a este proyecto, por favor vaya a cualquiera de
los siguientes sitios de Internet: http://www.iowadot.gov/pim o

http://www.iowadot.gov/i29/segment2.htm.

INTRODUCCION

El Departamento de Transportacion de Iowa (DOT) desea agradecerle por asistir a
esta junta de informacion publica, en referencia a las mejoras propuestas para la
Interestatal 29 en el centro de Sioux City desde las vias del tren del puente de la
compafiia de Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) al oeste de la interseccion de
Hamilton Boulevard (Segmento 2). El proposito de esta junta, es de hablar sobre las
mejoras propuestas y contestar cualquier pregunta que usted pueda tener. La junta
publica ofrece mutuos beneficios. Le proporciona al Towa DOT la oportunidad de
explicar el disefio del proyecto propuesto y le permite al pﬁblico expresar sus opiniones

en referencia a las mejoras propuestas. Se dard consideracion a todas las sugerencias.

Esta es su oportunidad de expresar sus puntos de vista, ya sea como un individuo
o como representante de un grupo. El Iowa DOT estimula declaraciones orales y
escritas pertinentes al proyecto. Las declaraciones orales se aceptardn en la junta. Las

declaraciones escritas y presentaciones también se aceptaran en la junta o podrian



enviarse por correo a Jim Rost, a la oficina de Location and Environment, al domicilio
arriba mencionado.

Esta junta satisface el reglamento federal y estatal en referencia a la participacion
del publico y ayuda a asegurar que los efectos sociales, econdmicos y ambientales se
identifiquen. Ademds, este proyecto, como son todos los proyectos del lowa DOT, se
construird en cumplimiento con el Titulo 6 del Acto de los Derechos Civiles de 1964.

Esta junta publica es utilizada para presentar informacién basada de los hechos
sobre el proyecto propuesto y para recibir comentarios por parte del piblico. Esta
informacion es entonces correlacionada a las mejoras de la carretera la cual servird

mejor al publico.

FORMATO DE. LA JUNTA PUBLICA
Lo animamos a que exprese su punto de vista en referencia a la propuesta en una
0 mas de estas maneras:

1. Platicas individuales con el personal del lowa DOT;

2. Presentacién de declaraciones orales y escritas en la junta. Las declaraciones
orales se aceptardn en la estacion con grabadora. Las declaraciones escritas
deberan entregarse al personal que esté cerca de la entrada;

3. Para entregarse las declaraciones por escrito después de la junta, la fecha de

vencimiento para recibirlas es el 1 de Noviembre del 2010.

ANTECEDENTES DEL PROYECTO
Un estudio previo a la ubicacién para el corredor del 1-29 en Sioux City se llevo a
cabo en 1997. El 4 de Noviembre del 2004, se llev6 a cabo una junta de informacion
plblica para hablar sobre el estudio de la interestatal I-29 y las mejoras propuestas para
el corredor, incluyendo reconfiguraciones de la interseccién, adaptaciones para el trafico
en el futuro y alivid a los problemas de incorporacién. Como el proceso de planeacion
continud, fue evidente que los segmentos del corredor tenfan diferentes caracteristicas y

funcionaban diferentemente. Como resultado, el FHWA/Iowa DOT dividio el corredor




en tres proyectos individuales. Las juntas de informacion ptiblica se llevaron a cabo para
hablar sobre las mejoras para este segmento (Segmento 2) el 12 de Julio del 2006 y el
30 de Noviembre del 2006. Se llevd a cabo una audiencia piblica para el disefio de la
ubicacion el 22 de Mayo del 2008 para presentar la version preliminar de ia declaracion

de impacto ambiental y las alternativas de las mejoras para este segment.

DESCRIPCION DEL PROYECTO

El proyecto para el segmento 2 comienza 0.25 de milla al sur del puente del
ferrocarril BNSF sobre el Rio Missouri y contintia al norte y oeste aproximadamente
0.7 de muilla al oeste de la salida de la interseccion Hamilton Boulevard. Las mejoras
propuestas proporcionaran espacio para expandir la carretera existente de cuatro carriles
a seis carriles y mejorar la seguridad para modificar las intersecciones.

La interseccion del Boulevard Floyd se reconstruird para proporcionar una
interseccion con una division en forma de rombo con rampas que se conecten desde el I-
29 al Boulevard Floyd y la calle Virginia. Los caminos laterales de una sola direccién
de ambos lados del 1-29 proporcionardn una conexion entré el Boulevard Floyd y la
calle Virginia. El camino lateral del lado sur, comenzarfa en la calle Pierce cruzando
por debajo del I-29 y conectando con la calle Virginia y ¢l Boulevard Floyd para
proporcionar acceso adicional al area del centro. Una rampa de salida separada en
direccion norte que cruzaria sobre la calie Virginia proporcionaria acceso directo al
centro en la calle Nebraska. La rampa de salida en direccion al sur del I-29 a la calle
Nebraska se retiratia.

El Boulevard Floyd se reconstruird en un alineamiento nuevo al oeste de la
carretera existente para conectfarse a la salida de la interseccién de la Floyd
Boulevard/Dace Avenue. La calle Virginia se extenderd hacia el sur para conectarse al
[-29. La avenida Leech se retirard desde el oeste del Boulevard Floyd al I-29. La Dace
Avenue se cerrara y se retirard desde el este de Virginia Street a Gordon Drive. Gordon

Drive se reconstruird desde justamente del oeste de Floyd Boulevard West a Pearl Street



para adaptar las mejoras. La conexién existente hacia el oeste de una sola direccidén
desde Gordon Drive a Wesley Parkway se mantendra.

La intersecciébn Wesley Parkway se modificard y reconstruird como una
interseccién de dos niveles. Las rampas en Wesley Parkway se retirardan. Las rampas
desde el I-29 hacia el norte y del 1-29 hacia el Sur proporcionardn una conexién directa
desde la interestatal al Wesley Parkway. El acceso hacia el norte al [-29 desde Wesley
Parkway se proporcionard por medio del uso de un camino lateral entre Wesley
Parkway y la interseccion de Hamilton Boulevard. El acceso hacia el sur para Wesley
Parkway del 1-29 se proporcionara por el uso de un camino lateral desde la rampa de
salida hacia el sur de Hamilton Boulevard. Wesley Parkway se reconstruird desde el
puente sobre el Rio Missouri hasta justo al sur de la interseccion con la Fifth Street (la
calle quinta).

La third street (calle tercera) se extenders desde Water Sireet para conectarse con
Wesley Parkway para proporcionar acceso adicional al 4rea del centro. Se construira
una banqueta a lo largo del lado Este de Wesley Parkway y a lo largo de lado sur de la
extension de la Third Street para conectarse al sistema de la ruta existente. La ruta
existente del Este de Wesley Parkway se realineard para que pase por debajo de la
extension de la Third Street.

La interseccion de Hamilton Boulevard se reconstruird con algunas
modificaciones a la rampa. El acceso hacia el norte desde el 1-29 al Hamilton
Boulevard se proporcionard por medio del uso de un camino lateral entre Wesley
Parkway y Hamilton Boulevard. Todos los otros movimientos tendran acceso directo al
y del 1-29. Entre las intersecciones de Hamilton Boulevard y Wesley Parkway TriView
Avenue, se cambiaran al norte del camino existente para proporcionar la construccion
del camino lateral. |

Se construirdn puecntes sobre el I-29 sobre Bacon Creek, el Rio Floyd, Floyd
Boulevard, Virginia Street, la reconeccion del camino latreral de Pierce Street, Perry

Creck y Hamilton Boulevard. Los puentes también se construirdn en Wesley Parkway




sobre el I-29 y Tri-View Avenue/las vias del ferrocarril de Burlington Northern Santa
Fe. Se construird un puente en la extensidon de la Third Street sobre el Perry Creek.
Otras estructuras de desagiie se construiran conforme sea necesario.

El Puente ya completo proporcionaré tres carriles de 12 pies de ancho en cada
direccion con un camellén de 14 pies de ancho y un acotamiento de 12 pies de ancho.
Una barrera de concreto se construird dentro de la franja central. Se proporcionaran
lineas auxiliares en las intcrsecciones.

Los derechos de acceso se adquirieron previamente para esta seccion del I-29.

INSTALACIONES PRESENTES Y VOLUMENES DE TRAFICO
Actualmente en el I-29 en Sioux City hay una carretera dividida en cuatro carriles
y ésta fue construida en 1961. Se le hizo un revestimiento a la carretera en 1970, 1988 y
2002. El trafico diario de promedio anual (por sus siglas en inglés AADT) utilizando el
1-29 en el drea del proyecto se registrd desde 35,800 hasta 43,800 vehiculos por dia (por
sus siglas en inglés VPD). Se anticipa que para ¢l 2030 el AADT sera de 58,700 VPD.

CONSIDERACIONES AMBIENTALES

Una versidn preliminar de la Declaracion de impacto ambiental (por sus siglas en
tnglés DEIS) para este proyecto, fue firmada por la Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) el 25 de Marzo del 2008, y se hizo disponible para la revision del publico. La
declaracion de impacto ambiental final (por sus siglas en inglés FEIS) sc aprobé el 2 de
Febrero del 2009, Después de una cuidadosa consideraciéon de todos los factores
sociales, econémicos y ambientales y con la opinion de varias organizaciones plblicas y
privadas una Decision del Récord (por sus siglas en inglés ROD) fue firmada por la
Federal Highway Administration (por sus siglas en inglés FHWA) ¢l 8 de Julio del
2009. Una copia del (ROD) estara disponible para inspeccion en esta junta.
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Este proyecto continuara siendo monitoreado por el ITowa DOT y el FHWA a
través de todas las etapas de desarrollo y construccidén para asegurar que todos los

efectos ambientales posibles sean identificados.

CLASIFICACIONES DE SUFICIENCIA
Las clasificaciones de suficiencia en Iowa se componen de cinco categorias
principales, las cuales miden la aceptabilidad estructural de la carretera, la seguridad del
automovilista y la capacidad de la adaptacién del trafico con un minimo de conflicto.
Una clasificacion de 90 a 100 es clasificada como excelente; de 80 a 89 es buena; de 65
a 79 es justa; 50 a 64 es tolerable; de 0 a 49 es deprimente. La clasificacion de
suficiencia del 2009 para este segmento de la clasificacion existente del I-29 se clasifico

desde 59 (tolerable) a 82 (buena).

COSTO Y PROGRAMACION DEL PROYECTO
El Programa de mejoras de transportacién del 2011 — 2015 muestra la siguiente
programacién y costos para la reconstruccion del I-29 en Sioux City (para los tres

segmentos):

ACTIVIDAD 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Preparacion y | 24,280,000 | 46,949,000 | 28,908,000 | 68,514,000 | 82,113,000
pavimentado

Sefiales de trafico 382,000

Control de erosion 342,000

Tierra adquirida por
el estado para el 6,890,000 | 9,458,000
camino

Total Programado: $267,836,000




TIERRA NUEVA ADQUIRIDA POR EL ESTADO PARA EL. CAMINO

La politica del Iowa DOT, proporciona una evaluaciéon de propiedad y/o los
derechos de la propiedad necesarios para cada proyecto. Estas evaluaciones utilizan
técnicas y métodos profesionales para determinar una “compensacidn justa” de acuerdo
con las constituciones Federales y Estatales, leyes y reglamentos. Las evaluaciones se
preparan para asegurar un trato justo tanto para el duefio de la propiedad como para el
publico.

Después de completarse las evaluaciones, se contacta a cada uno de los duefios
por medio de un agente encargado de adquirir las propiedades. En situaciones donde no
se logra tener un acuerdo a través de negociaciones, la propiedad podria ser adquirida

por medio de las leyes de dominio eminente.

ASISTENCIA EN LA REUBICACION

El programa de adquisicidn y reubicacion del estado de Towa, se llevard a cabo de
acuerdo con la Uniform Relocation Assistance [Asistencia de reubicacién uniforme] y
las politicas de la Adquisicién de propiedad de bienes y raices del Acto de 1970 (Ley
publica 91-646), como fue enmendada por el acto de 1987 del Surface Transportation
and Uniform Relocation Assistance y proporciona recursos de reubicacion a las
personas que se van a reubicar ya sea de area residencial y/o negocios, sin
discriminacion alguna.

S1 se le requiere que se mude como resultado del proyecto de una carretera, ya sea
que usted es un duefio o un inquilino o arrendatario, usted serd elegible para los
servicios de asistencia de consultaria de reubicacion. Usted podria ser elegible para la
asistencia de mudanza, pagos del reemplazo de vivienda suplementaria y reembolso por
ciertos gastos causados en la compra de un reemplazo de casa.

Esta es la intencién del estado de lowa, de asegurar que los individuos
desplazados reciban un tratamiento justd y equitativo y para que no sufran

desproporcionadamente por los programas de la carretera disefiados para el pablico en



general. Cualquier persona, familia, negocio o granja desplazados por un proyecto de la
carretera, se le deben ofrecer servicios de asistencia de reubicacion, para encontrar una
propiedad de reemplazo apropiada. Los pagos de reubicacion y la asistencia de
consultoria se ofrecen aparte de la compra de su propiedad por parte del estado.

El personal por parte de la oficina de adquisicién de tierra nueva por el estado
para el camino, seccién de asistencia en la reubicacion, han estudiado el proyecto
propuesto presentado en esta junta y anticipan que no habrad persona desplazadas que
ocurra como resultado de esta mejora.

Las preguntas o problemas en referencia a la asistencia de reubicacion, deben

dirigirse a la Office of Right of Way, Relocation Assistance Section, lowa DOT, 800
Lincoln Way, Ames, lowa, 50010.

PARTICIPACION PUBLICA
Si tiene cualquier comentario sobre el proyecto propuesto o preguntas cn
referencia a su desarrollo, por favor comuniquenos sus comentarios en esta junta o
envielos en la forma de “Comentarios del ptiblico” la cual estd adjunta y ya tiene el
domicilio a donde debe ir dirigida. Para la informacion en referencia a este proyecto,
puede verla en cualquiera de los siguientes sitios de Internet

http://wWw.iowadot.gov/pirh o http://www.iowadot.gov/i29/segment2 . htm.

Gracias por su participacion en esta junta.

Las leyes federales y estatales prohiben la discriminacién en el empleo yfo alojamiento piblico basado en edad, color,
credo, impedimento fisico, identidad de género, origen nacional, embarazo, raza, religitin, sexo, orientacién sexual, o
estatus de veterano. Si usted cree gque han discriminado en su contra, por favor contacte la Comisién de Derechos Civiles
de lowa al 1-800-457-4416 o al oficlal de accién afirmativa del Departamento de Transportacion de lowa (lowa DOT). Si
usted necesita acomedaciones especiales debido a que un impedimento fisico no le permite el acceso a los servicios del
Departamento de Transportacién de lowa (lowa DOT), contacte al oficial de accién afirmativa al 1-800-262-0003.

i
|
|



lowa Department of Transportation

HIGHWAY DIVISION, OFFICE OF LOCATION AND ENVIRONMENT, 515-239-1225

Comentarios del Cuidadano

WOODBURY COUNTY
1M-29-6(168)146--13-97

B

Yo (deseo [] no deseo[]) Por Favor Imprima

responder. Nombre-

Por favor regrese sus . »
comentarios en 6 antes del Direccion:
1 de noviembre del 2010.

La informacion que usted proporcionara puede Teléfono:
ser impresa yfo distribuida. Usted no tiene la
obligacion de proveer informacion, a menos que
usted solicite una respuesta a sus comentarios.

E-mail:
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AVISO PURBLICO

@\ 'owa Department
‘e Of Transportation

THE IOWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
(El Departamento de Transportacion de lowa)
llevara a cabo una audiencia pablica para hablar sobre
la reconstruccién propuesta del I-29 en el centiro de
Sioux City desde justo al Sur de las vias del tren de
Burlington Northern Santa Fe al Oeste de la interseccién de
Hamilton Boulevard (Segmento 2)

El 19 de Octubre del 2010,
Entrelas 5y 7 p.m.

en el
Sioux City Convention Center
801 Fourth Street
Sioux City, |IA

No se hard una presentacién formal. El personal estara
disponible en cualquier momento entre las 5y 7 p.m. para
hablar individualmente sobre las mejoras propuestas.

Todas las personas interesadas estan invitadas a asistir
a ésta reunion. La sala de juntas es accesible para
personas con discapacidades. Sin embargo si usted
necesita adaptaciones especiales para la audiencia,

por favor notifiquele a:
Tony Lazarowicz, District 3 Engineer,
lowa Department of Transportation, P. O. Box 987,
2800 Gordon Drive, Sioux City, 1A 51102-0987,
Teléfono 1-800-284-4368 o 712-276-1451,

antes def 12 de Octubre del 2010, para que los arreglos

puedan prepararse.

Para ver la informacién referente a este proyecto,
por favor vaya al siguiente sitio de internet:
http:/iwww.icwadot.gov/pim

Las leyes federales y estatales prohiben la discriminacién en el empleo yfo alojamiento
publico basado en edad, caolar, credo, impedimento fisico, identidad de génera,
origen nacional, embarazo, raza, religion, sexo, orientacion sexual, o estatus
de veterano. Si usted cree que han discriminado en su contra, por favar contacte la
Comision de Derechos Civiles de lowa at 1-800-457-4416 o al oficial de accidén
afirmativa del Departamento de Transportacion de lowa (lowa DOT). Si usted necesita
acomodaciones especiaies debido a que un impedimento fisico no le permite el acceso
a los servicios del Departamento de Transportacion de lowa {lowa DOT),
contacte al oficial de accidn afirmativa al 1-800-262-0003.




AVISO DE AUDIENCIA PUBLICA Y DISPONIBLIDAD DE LA
EVALUACION AMBIENTAL PARA EL PROYECTO PROPUESTO DE LAS
MEJORAS DEL SISTEMA INTERESTATAL DE COUNCIL BLUFFS -
SEGMENTO 3.

EN REFERENCIA A: La mejora propuesta del I-80/I-29 en Council Bluffs desde el
Este del Indian Creek Bridge al noroeste de la interseccién de Madison Avenue y el
I-29 desde el sur de la interseccidn del U.S. 275/IA 92 hacia el norte e incluyendo
el Este de [a interseccidén 1-80/1-29 (del Sistema de Interseccion Este).

A QUIEN CORRESPONDA: Este aviso es dado por medio de la presente a toda las
personas interesadas para la audiencia plblica que se llevara a cabo el 7 de
Diciembre del 2010, entre las 5 y 7 p.m. en el Mid America Center, One Arena Way,
Council Bluffs, Iowa en los salones K & L. El propésito de esta audiencia es de
actualizar al plblico sobre el progreso del proyecto, presentar la evaluacién
ambiental completa (EA) y recopilar las opiniones del pidblico sobre el proyecto y la
evaluacion ambiental.

El propédsito del Proyecto de las Mejoras del Sistema Interestatal de Council
Bluffs (CBIS), es de atender las necesidades de transportacion existentes y futuras
de la regién, mejorando la fluidez del tréfico a través del corredor de la interestatal
80 (I-80) vy la interestatal 29 (I-29), actualizando el sistema a los estédndares de
disefio actualizados, mejorando la condicion del camino, reduciendo el
congestionamiento de trafico y accidentes, ,afiadiendo capacidad y apoyo al
desarrolio existente y planeado a lo largo del I-29 y el 1-80 en Council Bluffs.

Segmento 3, el enfoque de la evaluacién ambiental, comienza al Este de
Indian Creek e incluye el resto de la seccién que coincide parcialmente del
I-80/1-29, el Sistema de Interseccion Este del I-80/I-29, la interseccion del South
Expressway y la interseccién de la Madison Avenue. El Segmento 3, también se
extiende sobre el 1-29 al Sur del Sistema de Interseccidon Este I-80/I-29. Esto
incluye la interseccion U.S. 275 y termina aproximadamente a una milla al sur del
sistema de interseccion Este I-80/1-29.

Las mejoras de las que se hablaran en esta audiencia proveen para la
expansién del Sistema Interestatal existente y la modificacion de varias
intersecciones; especificamente: el Sistema Este I-80/1-29, el South Expressway,
Madison Avenue y las intersecciones del U.S. 275. Las mejoras propuestas
reconfigurardn las cuatro intersecciones para aumentar [a seguridad, aumentar
conexiones al sistema de caminos local, mejorar las operaciones de trafico y
atender los problemas de la incorporacion de trafico que actualmente existen en
este corredor. Las mejoras propuestas también consolidaran los corredores del
ferrocarril en el segmento 3 para mejorar las operaciones tanto en la carretera
como de las vias del ferrocarril. _

La evaluacion ambiental, evalia la ‘Alternativa de Construccién’ y la
‘Alternativa de No Construccién’ para este segmento. Los impactos potenciales de
las alternativas de la tierra pantanosa, recursos de agua, edificios histéricos, casas,
negocios, parques, instalaciones y servicios plblicos han sido evaluados y estan
incluidos en la evaluacidon ambiental (EA). La informacidn en referencia a la
‘Alternativa de Construir’ estara disponible en la audiencia publica.

El sendero conector aln sin nombre desde Wabash Trace Nature Trail a los
carriles de bicicleta sobre Harry Langdon Boulevard, estd dentro de los limites del
proyecto propuesto. El sendero es un recurso de la seccién 4(f) y esta sujeto a
proteccidon como una instalacién recreacional para el publico. Una porcion del
sendero por debajo y adyacente al U.S. 275 necesitaria cerrarse por hasta cinco afios,




para poder proteger a los usuarios del sendero durante el proyecto de la construccion
del Segmento 3. Las medidas de mitigacion propuestas para el cierre del sendero,
incluyen: la desviacion a lo largo del sendero Harry Langdon Boulevard, la via
propuesta de los carriles de bicicleta y manteniendo los carriles para bicicletas
propuestos después de la construccion. La Federal Highway Administracion (FHWA)
[Administracién Federal de Caminos], esta proponiendo hacer una determinacién de un
impacto minimis para el cierre del sendero. Esta es su oportunidad de revisar y
comentar sobre el efecto minimo del proyecto propuesto del sendero conector sin
nombre. Ltos impactos minimos en parques de propiedad plblica, &reas
recreacionales con fauna y refugios con aves acuaticas son definidos como aquellos
gue no ‘afectan adversamente las actividades, caracteristicas y atributos’ de la
seccion de los recursos 4(f) y estd sujeto a proteccion como una instalacion
recreacional publica.

El Departamento de Transportacion de Iowa {(DOT) en cooperacién con el
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) ha preparado una evaluacién ambiental
para este proyecto. Usted puede conseguir una copia contactando a cualquiera de
las siguientes personas:

Jim Rost, Director Lubin Quinones, Division Administrator
Office of Location and Environment Federal Highway Administration

Iowa Department of Transportation Towa Division Office

800 Lincoln Way 105 Sixth Street

Ames, Iowa 50010 Ames, Towa 50010

Teléfono: 515-239-1798 Teléfono: 515-233-7300

Estard disponible una copia de la evaluacién ambienta! para su inspeccion en
la audiencia y también esté disponible para su revisién en la biblioteca plblica de
Council Bluffs ubicada en el 400 Willow Avenue, Council Bluffs, IA, y en el Iowa
Department of Transportation District 4 Office, 2210 E. Seventh Street, Atlantic, IA.

Se ha establecido la fecha limite del 27 de Diciembre del 2010 para recibir
los comentarios en referencia al documento. Todos los comentarios recibidos sobre
la evaluacion ambiental antes de esta fecha seran tomados en cuenta por parte del
Iowa Department of Transportation y la Federal Highway Administration en su
evaluacidn de los impactos ambientales de! proyecto. Los comentarios de la
evaluacion ambiental deben enviarse al Director, a la oficina de ubicacién vy
ambiente al domicilioc mencionado arriba.

Esta audiencia publica se llevara a cabo utilizando un formato de foro abierto
y formal. Los miembros del personal del Iowa DOT estaran presentes con los
planes, exhibiciones e informacion relacionada para platicar sobre el proyecto de
una manera informal entre las 5 y las 6 p.m. Los individuos que estén interesados
se les animan a que asistan a la audiencia en cualquier momento durante la sesion
informal, para expresar sus puntos de vista y hacer preguntas sobre las mejoras
propuestas.

Una presentacién formal comenzara a las 6 p.m. seguido de una sesion de
preguntas y respuestas. Habra un minimo de tiempo de (3) minutos por persona
durante la sesidn de preguntas y respuestas. Las personas que deseen hacer una
presentacion formal necesitaran notificarnos a momento del registro. Las
declaraciones orales y escritas se aceptaran durante las sesiones del foro abierto y
formal.

Las declaraciones escritas y pruebas relacionadas en vez de o ademas de las
declaraciones orales hechas durante la audiencia publica, se aceptaran en la
audiencia o pueden enviarse a la Office of Location and Environment, Iowa DOT,



800 Lincoln Way, Ames, lowa, 50010. Todos los materiales escritos recibidos antes
del 27 de Diciembre del 2010 se incluirén en la trascripcién de la audiencia.

Para informacion general en referencia a las mejoras propuestas por la
audiencia publica, contacte a: John Carns, Coordinador del Proyecto del Sistema
Interestatal de Council Bluffs, District 4 Office, Iowa Department of Transportation,
2210 E. Seventh Street, Atlantic, lowa, 50022, teléfono 712-243-3355 o 800-289-
4368.

A las personas interesadas en el proyecto se les invita a asistir a esta
audiencia. La sala de audiencias es accesible para personas con discapacidades. Sin
embargo, si requiere de adaptaciones especiales en la audiencia, por favor
notifiquele al Sr. Carns, antes del 30 de Noviembre del 2010 para que los arreglos

puedan prepararse.

Para ver la informacidn referente a ese proyecto, por favor entre a cualquiera de los
siguientes sitios de Internet: http://www.iowadot.gov/pim o al
http://www.iowadot.gov/cbinterstate

Las leyes federales y estatales prehiben discriminacién de empleo y de adaptaciones especiales pdblicas, en base
a: edad, color, creencia, discapacidad, identidad sexual, origen nacienal, embarazo, raza, religidn, sexo,
orientacién sexual, o estade de veterano. Si usted cree gue ha sido discriminado, por favor haga contacto con:
Iowa Civil Rights Commission {Comisién de Derechos Civiles de Lowa) al 800-457-4416 o con un oficial de la accién
afirmativa de! Iowa Departmant of Transportation. Si usted necesita adaptaciones especiales debido a una
discapacidad, para tener acceso a los servicios del lowa Department of Transportation, contacte a un oficial de la
agencia de Accion Afirmativa llamando al 800-262-0003.
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Office of Coniracts 230.03, 300.18

Effective/Revision Dates Approval(s)
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Authority: Director of Transportation.

Contents: This policy establishes responsibilities for monitoring and reporting compliance with
Title VI to ensure that no person is denied benefits of programs administered by the Department due
to discrimination, Title VI also prohibits national origin discrimination as it affects limited English
proficient persons. An appendix is included to provide guidance to Department staff in assisting
persons with limited English proficiency.

Affected Offices: All districts and offices that provide any services or programs to the public.

Who to Contact for Policy Questions: EEO/AA Section of the Office of Contracts.

Definitions:

FHWA — Federal Highway Administration.

Limited English Proficiency (LEP) — Individuals are considered to have limited English
proficiency if they do not speak English as their primary language and if they have limited
ability to read, speak, write or understand English. Applicable regulations and executive
orders include, but are not limited to, the following:

« Executive Order 13166 dated August 11, 2000 by President Clinton
« 23 CFR Part 200

« U.S. DOT LEP Policy Guidance, Federal Register, Volume 70, No. 239, Pages 74087-
74100

Title VI — Title VI of the federal Civil Rights Act of 1964. The term includes related federal
statutes and regulations that prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex or national
origin in programs or activities receiving federal financial assistance. Applicable statutes and
regulations include, but are not limited to, the following:

« 42 U.5.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 {Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964}
« 4211.8.C.3601-3619 {Title VIII (Fair Housing) of the Civil Rights Act of 1968}

» 42 U.S8.C. 4601 to 4655 {Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Policies Act of 1970}
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« 23 U.S.C. 109(h) {Consideration of Adverse Economic, Social and Environmental
Effects}

« 23 U.S.C. 324 {Prohibition of Discrimination of the Basis of Sex}

. 49 CFR Part 21 {Nondiscrimination in Federally Assisted Programs of the Department
of Transportation}

. 23 CFR Part 200 {Title VI Program and Related Statutes—Implementation and Review
Procedurcs}

Forms: None
Policy and Procedure:
I. Program Administrator
A. The director of the Office of Contracts shall serve as Title VI Program Administrator of
the Department. The Administrator is responsible for the administration, coordination and
control of Title VI compliance procedures throughout the Department.

B. Through the EEQ/AA section of the Office of Contracts, the Administrator shall also:

1. Initiate and monitor Title VI activities by establishing goals and objectives to be
accomplished within specific time limits.

2. Advise, consult and provide training for district engineers, office directors and their
Title VI program area coordinators concerning the accomplishment of Title VI
program objectives.

3. Assist the district engineers, office directors and Title VI program area coordinators
in investigating and resolving Title VI and related discrimination complaints.

4. Prepare and submit to the FHWA the required annual report and the supporting
documentation.

II. Implementation
Each district engineer or office director who administers federally funded programs is
responsible for the implementation of the Title VI commitments in those programs. The

district engineer or office director shall also:

A. Appoint a Title VI program area coordinator and inform the Title VI Program
Administrator of any changes in the appointment.

B. Monitor compliance in all programs and perform compliance reviews of Departmental

districts or offices in cooperation with the FHWA. When deficiencies in compliance are
found, the district engineer or office director shall, with the assistanceé of the Title VI
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program area coordinator, negotiate corrective actions. The district engineer or office
director shall refer deficiencies that cannot be corrected through negotiation to the Title VI
Program Administrator for resolution.

C. Ensure that personnel and budgets are adequate to accomplish Title VI commitments.

D. Ensure that disadvantaged businesses are given an opportunity to participate in programs.

II1. Monitoring

The Title VI program area coordinator is responsible for monitoring all Title VI activities of
the district or office and shall also:

A. Inform all recipients of federally funded programs administered by the district or office of
prohibited discriminatory practices.

B. Develop procedures for the collection of racial and ethnic data on participants to ensure
compliance.

C. Submit an annual report on district or office compliance and a program update to the Title
VI Program Administrator.

Any exceptions to this policy must be approved by the Director of Transportation.
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Appendix to Policy No. 300.05, Title VI Program
Limited English Proficiency (LEP)

A. General

President Clinton signed Executive Order 13166 "Improving Access to Services
for Persons with Limited English Proficiency" (LEP) on August 11, 2000. For
LEP individuals, language can be a barrier to accessing important benefits or
services, understanding and exercising important rights, complying with
applicable responsibilities, or understanding other information provided by the
Iowa Department of Transportation's (Iowa DOT) programs and activities.
Programs and services normally provided in English must be accessible to
persons with LEP in order to avoid national origin discrimination that is
prohibited by Title VI. As a result, recipients of federal financial assistance
have an obligation to reduce language barriers that can preclude meaningful
access to important government services by LEP persons.

The central goal of Executive Order 13166 is to provide meaningful access for
LEP persons to programs and services offered by recipients of federal financial
assistance. The Iowa DOT continues to be subject to these federal non-
discrimination requirements even though Iowa has statutes requiring use of the
English language (see Towa Code sections 1.18 , 618.1 and 618.2) because
federal requirements supersede state and local ones. Additionally, lowa Code
section 307.44 provides that if "funds are allotted or appropriated by the
government of the United States for the improvement of transportation facilities
and services in this state, the department...may comply with the federal statutes
and rules..." This authorizes the lowa DOT to carry out its LEP responsibilities

under Federal law.

B. Guidance

As a recipient of federal financial assistance, the Iowa DOT is required fo take
reasonable steps to ensure meaningful access to its programs and activitics by
LEP persons. It is important to note that because of the Civil Rights
Restoration Act of 1987 (P.L. 100-259) this applies to all activities and
programs, not just those that involve federal assistance. It is, therefore,
necessary to determine what level of effort is reasonable to ensure meaningful
access. That determination is based on a case-by-case assessment that balances

four factors:

1. The number or proportion of LEP persons served or encountered in the
eligible service population.

The more LEP petsons who are served or directly affected by a particular
project or service, the more likely it is that language services will be
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needed. Prior experience with LEP persons should be considered when
determining the scope of services that are needed. It is important to note
that eligible recipients may currently be underserved or unrecognized
because of existing language barriers. Valuable data resources that may
need to be considered include the census, school systems, community and
religious organizations and legal aid entities.

The frequency in which LEP individuals come in contact with the program,
activity or service.

The more frequently that LEP individuals have contact with the Towa DOT
over an issue, the more likely it is that language services will be needed.
What is reasonable for a service needed only once will be significantly
different for something that is needed repeatedly. The frequency of contact
with any particular language should also be considered. For example,
meaningful access efforts for a document issued multiple times in one
language may be much different than for the same document needed only
once in another. If access is needed on a daily basis, the effort required
may be much more significant than for something needed infrequently. On
the other hand, infrequent need does not mean that no effort is required, but
suggests that a reduced effort may be satisfactory.

The nature and importance of the program, activity or service.

As the information being exchanged becomes more important, the
consequences to the user increase. As a result, the likelihood that an
increased level of language services is necessary increases as well. It
should be determined how serious the implications are to the LEP person
due to a delay or denial of the information in question. As an example, the
U.S. DOT LEP Policy Guidance indicates that the obligation to provide
information about public transportation would be different than the
obligation to provide information about recreational programming. U.S.
DOT and U.S. Department of Justice Policy Guidance suggests that the
importance of the activity is heightened when denial or delay of access to
services could have serious or life-threatening implications for the LEP
individual. Additionally, the fact that a federal, state or local entity has
made an activity compulsory, such as the requirement that a person must
have a license before driving, is strong evidence of the importance of the
activity.

The resources available.
The level of resources needed and the costs imposed may have an impact
on the nature of the steps taken in providing meaningful access for LEP

persons. Reasonable steps may cease to be reasonable if the costs imposed
substantially exceed the benefits. U.S. DOT LEP Policy Guidance
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cautions; however, that larger entities and entities serving a significant
number or proportion of LEP persons should ensure that their resource
limitations are well substantiated before using a claimed lack of resources
or excessive cost as a reason to limit [anguage assistance.

C. Language Assistance Services

" The four factor analysis applied on a case-by-case basis results in a "mix" of
language services. These services are provided in two main ways:
interpretation and translation.

1.

Oral Language Services (Interpretation)

Interpretation is the act of listening to something in one langnage (source
language) and orally translating it into another language (target language).

An effort should be made to ensure the competency of interpreters. This
involves more than interpreters identifying themselves as bilingual.
However, it does not necessarily mean formal certification, although that is
beneficial. ‘

Interpreters should demonstrate proficiency and the ability to communicate
information accurately in both English and the other langudge, and identify
and employ the appropriate mode of interpreting (e.g., consecutive,
simultaneous, summarization or sight translation). Interpreters should have
knowledge in both languages of any specialized terms or concepts peculiar
to the program or activity and of any particularized vocabulary and
phrascology used by the LEP person and understand and follow
confidentiality and impartiality rules to the same extent as the lowa DOT
employee for whom they are interpreting and/or to the extent their position
requires. They should understand and adhere to their role as interpreters
without deviating into other roles such as counselor or legal advisor.

Quality and accuracy of the language service provided and relative {o the
information being provided are critical. For example, accuracy in a right-
of-way transaction would need to be extremely high, while the accuracy for
bicycle trail information may not need to meet the same standard.

There are many options available for interpretation services.

. Bilingual staff.

. Hiring staff interpreters.

. Contracting for interpreters.
. Telephone interpreter lines.
. Community volunteers.

. Family members.
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U.S. DOT LEP Policy Guidance indicates the lowa DOT should not plan to
rely on family members, friends and other service participants, and should
use them as interpreters only in exigent circumstances that are not
reasonably foreseeable, and then only when appropriate in light of the
circumstances existing. Care should be taken to ensure that the interpreter
is competent to interpret, that the interpreter does not have either a personal
or business interest in the matter being interpreted and that use of that
person as an inferpreter will not violate any duty of confidentiality or
privacy to the LEP person.

An LEP person may desire to use an interpreter of his or her own choice
(whether professional interpreter, family member or friend) in place of or
as a supplement to the free language services offered by the Iowa DOT.
This is generally permissible when done at the LEP person's own expense,
but again care should be taken to ensure that the person is competent to
interpret and does not have either a personal or business interest in the
matter being interpreted and that use of the person as an interpreter will not
violate any duty of confidentiality or privacy to the LEP person.

Written Language Services (Translation)

Translation is the replacement of a written text from one language (source
language) into an equivalent written text in another language (target
language).

Vital documents must be translated when reaching the safe harbor
threshold for the number or percentage of the population eligible to be
served or likely to be directly affected by the program/activity, needs
services or information in a language other than English to communicate
effectively.

A document will be considered vital if it contains information that is
critical for obtaining the program's services and/or benefits, or if it is
required by law. An overview of documents that may be considered vital
can be found in the U.S. DOT LEP Policy Guidance, Federal Register,
Volume 70, No. 239, pages 74094 to 74095,

The “safe harbor" provisions of the U.S. DOT LEP Policy Guidance (see
page 74095} shall be followed when determining whether to translate a
vital document. Following the "safe harbor" provisions, the lowa DOT
shall:

a. Provide written translations of vital documents for each eligible LEP
language group that constitutes 5 percent or 1,000, whichever is less, of
the population of persons eligible to be served or likely to be affected
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or encountered. Translation of other documents, if needed, can be
provided orally; or

b. If there is a language group for which fewer than 50 persons reaches
the 5 percent trigger in paragraph "a" above, translation of vital written
materials is not necessary as long as written notice in the primary
language of the LEP language group is provided stating the right to
receive competent oral interpretation of those written materials at no
cost.

3. Published Notices

Compliance with Title VI and LEP guidelines may require oral
interpretation or written translation of notices required by law to be
published. Iowa Code section 618.1 provides that "[a]ll notices,
proceedings, and other matter whatsoever, required by law or ordinance to
be published in a newspaper, shall be published only in the English
language and in newspapers published primarily in the English language.”
Towa Code section 618.2 provides that a public official that violates Code
section 618.1 is guilty of a simple misdemeanor. Again, the [owa DOT
continues to be subject to the federal non-discrimination requirements
despite lowa's English language requirements because federal requirements
supersede state and local ones and Iowa Code section 307.44 permits the
Towa DOT to comply with federal statutes and rules when it has received
federal funding. This allowance includes the use of non- English language
newspapers when deemed necessary to reach an affected LEP language
group. In the interest, however, of minimizing conflict with lowa Code
section 618.1, notices required by law to be published in a newspaper
should be translated to a language other than English only when required
by careful application of the four-part balancing test and the safe-harbor
provisions described above.

D. References

Towa Code sections 1.18, 307.44, 618.1 and 618.2

FHWA LEP Desk Reference (available from the lowa DOT'’s Office of
Contracts and the lowa DOT Library)

Iowa DOT "I Speak" language identification tool (available on DOTNET)
Iowa DOT list of interpreters (available on DOTNET)

WWW.CeNsus. gov

www.doleta.gov/reports/CensusData

www.lep.gov
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‘ NOTICE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT/DRAFT SECTION 4(F) STATEMENT
AVAILABILITY AND PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE PROPOSED
RECONSTRUCTION OF U.S. 63 IN WATERLOO

IN RE: Proposed Reconstruction of U.S. 63 in Waterloo from Franklin Street to Donald Street.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Notice is hereby given to all interested persons that an Open Forum Location Design
Public Hearing will be held on Thursday, January 29, 2009, between 4 and 6 p.m. at St. Paul’s
United Methodist Church, 207 West Louise Street, Waterloo, Iowa, to discuss the location and

design of the following improvement:

Project NHSX-63-6(69)--3H-07 is a 1.6-mile improvement which extends from
Franklin Street north to Donald Street in Waterloo. The concept for this project is to
provide an improved four-lane urban highway that includes left-turn lanes and
signalization at several intersections. _

The proposed improvement would generally follow the existing alignment of U.S,
63 and would provide for a four-lane roadway with 12-foot wide travel lanes and
left-turn lanes. From Franklin Street north to Parker Street, the existing roadway is
presently a four-lane divided roadway and the alignment would not change
significantly with the proposed improvement. However, left-turn lanes would be
added at major intersections. For this segment, only a minimal amount of right of
way would be needed to construct the proposed improvements.

Between Parker Street and the Iowa Northern Railroad (INRR), the widening
would be to the east of existing U.S. 63. The centerline of the new roadway would be
approximately 35 feet east of the existing centerline of U.S. 63. Near the INRR, the
proposed roadway would transition fo the west using the existing crossing and would
continue to Dale Street. The centerline of the new roadway would be approximately
35 feet west of the existing centerline of U.S. 63. Just south of Dale Street, the new
roadway would curve east to the existing alignment and continue to Donald Street.

An important element of this project is the addition of raised medians throughout
the corridor.

Recreational trail and/or bicycle accommodations would be included in this
project. Currently, accommodations are proposed to begin at the intersection of U.S.
63 and Logan Avenue, and extend north on Logan Avenue to Kern Street as a shared
roadway. A separated trail would be added on the west side of U.S. 63 from near
Kern Street north to Donald Street.

The Environmental Assessment (EA) evaluates the Preferred Alternative and the
No Action Alternative for this segment. The No Action Alternative would serve as a
baseline for comparison to the Preferred Alternative. Potential impacts of the
alternatives to water resources, historic buildings, homes, businesses, parks, and
public facilities and services have been evaluated and are included in the EA.

The Preferred Alternative would meet the project purpose and need. Information
regarding this alternative will be available at the public hearing.




This is also your opportunity to review and comment on the Draft Section 4(f)
Statement that is included in the Appendix of the EA. In June 2007, it was
determined that 11 structures within the project corridor were eligible for listing on
the National Register of Historic Places. Of the 11 properties, two would be
impacted by the proposed project. Both of these properties are single family
residences. A Section 4(f) Statement has been prepared to address the impacts to
these properties. A Memorandum of Agreement for the mitigation of these structures
appears in the Appendix of the Draft Section 4(f) Statement.

This public hearing will be conducted utilizing an open forum format. No formal
presentation will be made. Towa Department of Transportation (DOT) and city of Waterloo staff
members, along with project consultants, will be present with plans, displays, and related
information to discuss the project informally. Interested individuals are encouraged to attend the
hearing anytime between 4 and 6 p.m. to express their views and ask questions about the
proposed improvement. Oral and written statements will be accepted at the public hearing.

Written statements and related exhibits, m place of or in addition to oral statements made
at the public hearing, will be accepted at the hearing or may be submitted to: Office of Location
and Environment, lowa DOT, 800 Lincoln Way, Ames, lowa, 50010. All written material
received by February 16, 2009, will be included in the hearing transcript.

A copy of the Environmental Assessment and Draft Section 4(f) Staternent will be
availabie for mspection at the hearing and is also available for viewing at the office of the
Waterloo City Engineer, 715 Mulberry Street, Waterloo; Waterloo Public Library, 415
Commercial Street, Waterloo; and at the Iowa Department of Transportation District 2 Office,
1420 Fourth Street S.E. in Mason City. A review deadline of February 16, 2009, has been
established for receipt of comments on the document, All comments received on the EA/Draft
Section 4(f) Statement by that date will be considered by the lowa DOT and the Federal
Highway Administration in their evaluation of the environmental impacts of the project.
Comments on the Document should be submitted to James P. Rost, Director, Office of Location
and Environment, at the above Ames address.

Pertinent information which has been developed by the lowa DOT in the planning and
design of this project, as well as correspondence received from governmental agencies or public
advisory groups interested in or affected by the proposed highway improvement, will be
available for inspection at the hearing. For general information regarding the proposed
improvement or the public hearing, contact Mark Callahan, Design Engincer, Towa DOT, 1420

Fourth Street S.E., Mason city, lowa, 50401, telephone 800-477-4368 or 641-423-7584.



All persons interested in the project are invited to attend this hearing. The meeting room
is accessible for persons with disabilities. However, if you require special accommodations at the

hearing, please notify Mr. Callahan by January 21, 2009, so arrangements can be made.

Federal and state laws prohibit employment and/or public accommodation discrimination on the basis of age, color,
creed, disability, gender identity, national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation or veteran’s
status. If you believe you have been discriminated against, please contact the Towa Civil Rights Commission at 800-
457-4416 or lowa Departiment of Transportation’s affirmative action officer. If you need accommodations because
of a disability to access the Iowa Department of Transportation’s services, contact the agency’s affirmative action
officer at 800-262-0003.




PUBLIC NOTICE

@\!owa Department
e Of Transportation

" THE IOWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION will hold a
PUBLIC HEARING to discuss the proposed reconstruction of
U.S. 63 from Franklin Street to Donald Street in Waterloo and availability
of the Environmental Assessment/Draft Section 4(f) Statement
on
January 29, 2009,
between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m.

: at
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
207 West Louise Street
Waterloo, lowa

Information presented at the hearing will address the location and design
for the proposed reconstruction of a 1.6-mile segment of U.S. 63 consisting
of an improved four-lane divided urban highway with 12-foot wide travel
lanes, left-turn lanes, and signalization.

The Environmental Assessment/Draft Section 4{f) Statement, which
evaluates the Preferred Alternative and project impacts, will be available at
the hearing for review. Two properties eligible to be listed on the National
Register of Historical Places would be impacted.

No formal presentation will be made. lowa DOT and city of Waterloo
personnel will be available between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. to individually
discuss the proposed project.

All interested persons are invited to attend this hearing. The meeting room
is accessible for persons with disabilities. However, if you require special
accommodations at the hearing, please notify
Mark Callahan, Design Engineer,
lowa Department of Transportation,

1420 Fourth St. SE, Mason City, lowa,
telephone 641- 423- 7584 or 800- 477- 4368 by
January 21, 2009, so arrangements can be made.

Federal and state laws prohibit employment and/or public accommadation discrimination on the basis of age,
color, creed, disabilily, gender identity, national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation or
veteran's status. If you belleve you have been discriminated against, please contact the lowa Civil Rights

Commission at 800-457-4416 or lowa Department of Transportation's affirmative action cfficer. If you need
accommodations because of a disability to access the lowa Department of Transportation’s
services, contact the agency's affirmative action officer at 800-262-0003.




NOTICE OF LOCATION DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING
AND ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AVAILABILITY FOR THE
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT OF THE I-80/I-380/U.S. 218/IA 27
SYSTEM INTERCHANGE IN JOHNSON COUNTY AND NOTICE TO
ACQUIRE PRIVATE PROPERTY FOR SAID PROJECT

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Notice is hereby given to all interested persons that an Open Forum Location Design
Public Hearing will be held on September 15, 2009, between 5 and 7 p.m., in the
cafeteria, Iowa City West High School, 2901 Melrose Avenue, lowa City, Iowa, to
discuss the proposed improvement of the 1-80/1-380/U.5. 218/IA 27 system
interchange in Johnson County. The purpose of this hearing is to discuss the
Environmental Assessment (EA) completed for this project, the two alternatives, the
Build and No-Build, carried forward for further review and their anticipated impacts.

The Build Alternative provides for replacing the four loops in the interchange with
directional ramps; widening I-80 to eight lanes from the Ireland Avenue interchange,
two miles west of I-380, east to near the Coral Ridge/IA 965 interchange and
widening I-380/U.S. 218/IA 27 to six lanes from north of the Melrose Avenue
interchange north approximately four miles to just south of the Forevergreen Road
overpass. I-80 mainline widening would provide four 12-foot wide lanes of travel in
each direction, 12-foot inside and outside shoulders and a closed median with barrier.
The I-380/U.S. 218/IA 27 roadway would provide three 12-foot wide travel lanes in
each direction with 12-foot wide inside and outside shoulders and a grass median.
Access rights were previously acquired for 1-80, I-380 and U.S. 218/IA 27. Jasper
and Kansas avenues would be maodified to accommodate the improvement. A new
bridge would be constructed on Jasper Avenue over I-80. Kansas Avenue S.W, would
be relocated to the west and south and would provide access to residences from the
south instead of the north.

Because of funding constraints, it may be necessary to construct the build alternative
in two or more construction phases. If adequate funds are available, the
improvement could be constructed without staging.

The No-Build Alternative would be the continuation of the highway system as it exists.
It would not address the safety needs, increasing traffic volumes and substandard
geometrics of the roadway within the project corridor. This alternative would not
satisfy the Project Purpose and Need requirements, However, it is carried forward to
serve as a baseline for comparison with the Buiid Alternative.

Coralville Creekside Park, a Section 4(f) Resource, is within the proposed project limits
and is subject to protection as a public park/recreation area. This is your opportunity
_ to review and comment on the proposed de minimis effect of the system interchange

project on portions of Coralville Creekside Park. De minimis impacts on publicly owned
parks, recreation areas, and wildiife and waterfow! refuges are defined as those that
do not “adversely affect the activities, features and attributes” of the Section 4(f)
Resource.




The Iowa Department of Transportation (DOT) in cooperation with the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) has prepared an EA for this project. Copies may be
obtained by contacting either of the following:

Jim Rost, Director : Lubin Quinones, Division Administrator
Office of Location and Environment Federal Highway Administration

Iowa Department of Transportation Iowa Division Office

800 Lincoln Way 105 Sixth Street

Ames, Iowa 50010 Ames, Iowa 50010

Telephone: 515-239-1798 Telephone: 515-233-7300

A copy of the EA will be available for inspection at the hearing and is also available for
viewing at the Coralville Public Library, 1401 5th Street, Coralville, Iowa, or at the
Springmier Community Library, 311 W Marengo Road, Tiffin, Iowa.

A review deadline of October 12, 2009, has been established for receipt of comments
on the EA. All comments received on this document by that date will be considered by
the Iowa Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration in
their evaluation of the environmental impacts of the project. Comments on the EA
should be submitted to the Director, Office of Location and Environment, at the above
address.

This pubtlic hearing will be conducted utilizing an open forum format. No formal
presentation will be made. Interested individuals are encouraged to attend the
hearing anytime between 5 and 7 p.m. to express their views and ask questions about
the proposed improvement and the EA. Oral and written statements will be accepted
at the public hearing.

For general information regarding the proposed improvement, or the public hearing,
contact Catherine Cutler, District Planner, District 6 Office, Iowa Department of
Transportation, P.O. Box 3150, 430 16th Avenue S.W., Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52406-
3150, telephone 319-364-0235 or 800-866-4368, e-mail
catherine.cutler@dot.iowa.gov.

Written statements and related exhibits, in place of or in addition to oral statements
made at the public hearing, will be accepted at the hearing or may be submitted to
the Office of Location and Environment, Iowa DOT, 800 Lincoin Way, Ames, lowa,
50010. All written material received by October 12, 2009, will be included in the
hearing transcript.

All persons interested in the project are invited to attend this hearing. The meeting
room is accessible for persons with disabilities. If you require special accommodations
at the meeting, please notify Ms. Cutler by September 9, 2009, so arrangements can
be made.

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNERS

A governmental body which proposes to acquire property under the power of eminent
domain for a public improvement project is required to give notice of a public hearing
to all owners and contract purchasers of record of agricultural land that may be
subject to condemnation.



DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the lowa Department of Transportation
(DOT) will consider approving the following described project:

The proposed improvement of the I-80/1-380/U.S. 218/IA 27 system
interchange in Johnson County.

PRIVATE PROPERTY MAY BE AQUIRED BY PURCHASE OR CONDEMNATION.

If the Iowa DOT approves the above-described project, the DOT wili be
required to acquire property for the proposed improvements. The DOT will
attempt to purchase the required property by good faith negotiations;
however, it may condemn those properties, which it is unable to purchase.
The proposed location of the above-described public improvement is shown
in the EA.

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION PROCESS TO DECIDE TO FUND
THE DESIGN, TO SELECT THE ROUTE OR SITE LOCATION, OR TO ACQUIRE
OR CONDEMN PROPERTY INTERESTS.

In order to acquire the necessary properties and property interests required
for the project, the Iowa Department of Transportation is required to
approve the location of the project. The DOT will hold a public hearing to
present to the public the proposed improvement and the anticipated impacts
of the improvement.

Persons whose property may be affected by the project, as well as the
general public, may comment on the project at the hearing. The comments
will be presented to Iowa DOT staff. Based in part on the information
received at the hearing, the Iowa DOT will select the location for the project
and decide whether to fund the site-specific design and to authorize by
purchase or condemnation the acquisition of right of way for the project.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC INPUT.

As previously stated in this notice, an Open Forum Location Design Public
Hearing will be held on September 15, 2009, between 5 and 7 p.m. in the
cafeteria, Iowa City West High School, 2901 Melrose Avenue, Iowa City,
lowa. Iowa DOT staff will be available to answer questions about the
proposed improvement and the Environmental Assessment. Written
statements can be submitted to the DOT at the hearing, or sent to Office of
Location and Environment, Iowa DOT, 800 Lincoln Way, Ames, Iowa 50010.

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION CONTACT,

For information regarding the proposed improvement contact:




Catherine Cutler

District Planner

District 6 Office

Iowa Department of Transportation

P. O. Box 3150, 430 16th Avenue S.W.
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52406-3150
Telephone 319-364-0235 or 800-866-4368
e-mail catherine.cutler@dot.iowa.gov

This notice is given by authority of the Iowa Department of Transpartation.

This notice is not an offer to buy land nor is it an offer to provide relocation
assistance. Affected property owners are not required to move from their residences
or relocate their businesses at this time. Eligibility for relocation benefits will not
occur until after an offer to purchase has been made to individual property owners.

To view information concerning this project please go to the following Web site:
http://www.iowadot.gov/pim

Federal and state laws prohibit employment and/or public accommodaticn discrimination on the basis
of age, color, creed, disability, gender identity, national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex,
sexual orientation or veteran’s status. TIf you believe you have been discriminated against, please
contact the Towa Civil Rights Commission at 800-457-4416 or Iowa Department of TFransportation’s
affirmative action officer. TIf you need accommodations because of a disability te access the Iowa
Department of Transportation’s services, contact the agency’s affirmative action officer at 800-262-
0003.



PUBLIC NOTICE

— @\ iowa Department
@ Of Transportation

THE I[OWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION will
hold a Location Design Public Hearing to discuss the
proposed improvement of the 1-80/1-380/U.S. 218/1A 27
system interchange in Johnson County
on
September 15, 2009,
between 5 and 7 p.m.
in the

Cafeteria
lowa City West High School
2901 Meirose Avenue
lowa City, 1A

No formal presentation will be made. Personnel will
be avaiiable anytime between 5 and 7 p.m. to
individually discuss the proposed improvement.

All interested persons are invited to attend this
hearing. The meeting room is accessible for
persons with disabilities. However, if you require
special accommodations at the hearing, please
notify Catherine Cutler, District 6 Planner, lowa
Department of Transportation, P.C. Box 3150,
430 16th Avenue S.W., Cedar Rapids, |A 52406-3150,
telephone 800-866-4368 or 319-364-0235,

by September 9, 2009, so arrangements can be made.

To view information concerning this project please go
to the following Web site: http://www.iowadot.gov/pim

Federal and state laws prohibit employment and/or public accommadation
discrimination on the basis of age, color, creed, disability, gender identity,
national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orentation or veteran’s
status. [f you believe you have been discriminated against, please cantact
the lowa Civil Rights Commission at 800-457-4416 or lowa Depariment of
Transportation’s affirmative action officer. If you need accommodations
because of a disability to access the lowa Department of Transportation’s
services, coniact the agency's affirmative action officer at 800-262-0003.




PUBLIC NOTICE

@\lowa Department
g Of Transportation

THE IOWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION will
hold a Public Information Meeting to discuss
alternatives for the four-fane reconstruction of U.S. 61
in Louisa County from 130th Street north to the
existing four-lane section south of the
Louisa/Muscatine County line
on
Thursday, July 15, 2010,
between 5 and 7 p.m.

in the
Louisa-Muscatine Elementary School Cafeteria
14506 170th Street
Letts, IA

No formal presentation will be made. Personnel
will be available anytime between 5 and 7 p.m.
to individually discuss the range of alternatives.

Alil interested persons are invited to atiend this
meeting. The meeting room is accessibie for
persons with disabilities. However, if you require
special accommodations at the meeting, please
notify Andy Loonan, Transportation Planner, lowa
Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 587,
307 W. Briggs, Fairfield, 1A 52556-0587,
telephone 800-766-4368 or 641-472-4171,
by July 8, 2010, so arrangements can be made.

To view information concerning this project please go
to the following Web site: http://www.iowadot.gov/pim

Federal and state laws prohibit employment andfor public accommodation
discrimination en the basis of age, color, creed, disability, gender identity,
national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation or veteran's
status. If you believe you have been discriminated against, please contact the
lowa Civil Rights Commission at 800-457-4416 or lowa Department of
Transportation’s affirmative action officer. If you need accommodations
because of a disability to access the lowa Department of Transportation’s
services, contact the agency's affirmative action officer at 800-262-0003.




ATTACHMENT D

Example of a Hearing Certification




CERTIFICATION

I, Mitch Dillavou, Engineering Bureau Director for the lowa Department of

Transportation, hereby certify that a (type) public
(hearing or meeting) was held in , lowa,
on , 20, regarding the following project:
County, (project number)

The proposed project provides for the

A notice of publication and a transcript of this (hearing or meeting)
were previously submitted to Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

I further certify that the lowa Department of Transportation has given, or is giving, full
consideration to all valid objections and questions raised at the hearing (or meeting) and
during the comment period.

20

3

Dated at Ames, [owa, on the day of .

Mitch Dillavéy;” P.B,/Director '
Engineering ‘Buredu ‘ .
Iowa Departiﬁfiﬁ_:'nt of Transportation
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Notes:
(1) Revise letter and attach a copy of the newspaper publication and/or transcript
if either had not been previously transmitted to FHWA.







