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Bridge Superstructure Design MM No. 11 (Sidewalks on Bridges). 

 

When placing sidewalks on bridges, the following policy should be used for determining 

whether to use raised sidewalks or sidewalks at grade.   

 

1. Raised sidewalks, which allow water to drain through slots in the separation barrier curb to 

the bridge gutterline, shall be used on highway and railroad overpasses. 

2. All other situations may use an at grade sidewalk which allows the water to drain over the 

slab edge.   

 

At grade sidewalks, which drain the water back towards the gutter line, shall not be used.  The 

reason the office would like to avoid this condition is that it would require the exterior girder to 

be placed higher than the adjacent interior girder.  In addition, in situations of excessive rainfall 

the sidewalks may be temporarily flooded because of water from the roadway.  Superelevated 

bridges may require special considerations.  Check with your section leader in this case.  

 

Regardless of the sidewalk type, the top of the slab where the chain link fence is attached shall 

be made level and drip grooves shall be used on the underside of the slab.  

 

 


