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Young Eagles take flight
Youth aviation program gives kids chance to connect with adult pilots

0 Comments

A A

Iowa City eight-year-old Carter McLaughlin saw his house in a
whole new way Saturday morning.

From thousands of feet in the air, the Weber Elementary third
grader not only saw his home, but also parts of Riverside, North
Liberty, Iowa City and Coralville from the window of a small Cessna
150 two-seat airplane.

“Everything looks smaller,” he said. “Like toys.”

Carter’s mother, Teresa McLaughlin said her son has been excited
about having the opportunity to fly since he learned about the
Young Eagles youth aviation education program, which connected
area children with pilots for free flights Saturday.

“He’s been so excited,” his mother said. “He’s been talking about it
constantly; the first thing out of his mouth this morning was ‘I’m
going on an airplane.’ ”

Young Eagles coordinator John Anderson said the program has
been happening on-and-off in Iowa City for the last 20 years. He
said he expected the pilots would give roughly 70 children rides
throughout the day Saturday.

“We want to give as many kids a ride and get them as interested in
flying — or any aviation field — as we can,” Anderson said.

Anderson, who was introduced to flying when he was about five
years old, said the experience sparked an interested in aviation that
never went away.

“It’s just a completely different world,” he said of flying. “You’re up
there all by yourself and in control, and it’s about the only way you
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can do that.”

Matt Jerm of North Liberty was one of seven area pilots who
volunteered at the event Saturday. He said it was the desire to get
his own children interested in flying that led him to volunteer with
the Young Eagles.

“All these other kids don’t get a chance to fly like this so I love
being able to give them this opportunity,” Jerm said.

Jerm, who has been flying for more than two years, said he feels
like he was “born to fly.” He said small planes tend to have a more
“authentic feel” than being in a commercial aircraft.

“You really get a sense of flying, not just sitting on a plane, you feel
the bumps,” he said.

Reach Alesha L. Crews at acrews@press-citizen.com or 887-
5414.
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