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Some Hawk fans arrive in IC in style
Airport sees 5 times normal Saturday traffic on gamedays

2 Comments

A A

Traffic jams are nothing new to University of Iowa football fans on
fall Saturdays.

But it’s not just the roadways that will be packed before this
morning’s homecoming game.

When the Hawkeyes are playing, the Iowa City Municipal Airport
often sees more than five times the air traffic as a typical Saturday,
with a long line of single-engine and corporate planes carrying
football fans touching down from across the country in the hours
before the game.

“Some of the traffic the airport sees is going to be from the
opposing team’s area, but a good bit of the traffic is also just Iowa
fans,” said Minnetta Gardinier, chairperson of the Iowa City Airport

Commission and a local pilot. “It’s a good
excuse to fly.”

Matt Wolford, customer relations manager
at the airport, said about 40 planes were
in town for the Northwestern game last
week, which is a typical number for a
football Saturday and well more than six
or seven planes usually at the airport.

Wolford said with the airport situated
within the city and just a short trip from the
stadium, many fans find flying in each
week the most convenient means of
getting to games. Some fans even get
dropped off the day before the game, with

the plane returning the day after for their ride home.
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“There’s a lot of places where you go around the country and it’s
almost inconvenient because the airport is two or three miles out of
town, at least, and there’s no good way to get there,” Wolford said.
“Here in Iowa City, we’re lucky to have so many things to do so
close to the airport. People don’t have to worry about getting in and
out. On gamedays, that’s really attractive, especially with the traffic
they encounter, they’re able to get in and get back out that same
night.”

Iowa City does not charge a facility fee for planes like airports
elsewhere do, which also makes it attractive for fliers, Wolford said.
The city does collect 10 cents per gallon of fuel pumped, with the
airport selling as much as 2,000 gallons on a football Saturday.

UI football games also mean greater restrictions for pilots, Gardinier
said. From an hour before the game until an hour afterward, pilots
must call for clearance to the Eastern Iowa Airport, and temporary
flight restrictions are in place prohibiting all aircraft below 3,000 feet
from flying within three miles of the stadium.

While Wolford said he doesn’t recall the airport having to ever turn
away planes, space can get tight on gamedays. Many smaller
planes have to park on the grass just off the runways, and the
airport has used an old runway to park aircrafts in the past.

“Usually it fills our entire space,” Wolford said.
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