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Laser Incident Information and Reporting

Shining a laser into the cockpit of an aircraft is a serious safety risk and violates federal law.
Many high-powered lasers can completely incapacitate pilots who are trying to fly safely to their
destinations and may be carrying hundreds of passengers. Unfortunately, reported incidents of
lasers aimed at aircraft are steadily increasing.

The FAA is working with law enforcement agencies across the country to pursue monetary civil
penalties against individuals who purposely try to interfere with a flight crew by aiming a laser
into an aircraft cockpit.
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Reporting Laser Incidents
The FAA needs everyone’s help in reporting these incidents so we can alert local law
enforcement. If you are the victim of a laser incident or you witness one please report it to the
FAA. See below for details.

If you are a… Do this…

Pilot or air crew member who
experienced a laser incident

Contact the appropriate Air Traffic Control (ATC) facility as
soon as possible following the incident. For guidance, see
AC 70-2, Reporting of Laser Illumination of Aircraft (PDF).

After landing, please complete the Laser Beam Exposure
Questionnaire (PDF) and fax it to the Washington Operations
Control Center at 202-267-5289.

Air Traffic Control (ATC)
member who received an
incident report from pilot or air
crew member

Submit incident information to the Domestic Events Network
(DEN). For guidance, see AC 70-2, Reporting of Laser
Illumination of Aircraft (PDF)

Member of the public who
witnessed a laser incident

Send email to LaserReports@faa.gov and include the
following information:

Your name and contact information
Date and time you witnessed the incident
Location and description of the incident

After your email is received, FAA staff or the appropriate law
enforcement organization will contact you to follow up.
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U.S. Laser Incidents by Year

Year Number
of
Incidents

2010 2836

2009 1527

2008 913
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U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Aviation Administration
800 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20591
1-866-TELL-FAA (1-866-835-5322)
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Laser Events and Civil Penalties
FAA Announces Record Number of Laser Events in 2010 (Press Release) (1/19/2011)

FAA to Impose Civil Penalties for Pointing Lasers Into Cockpits
Press Release (6/1/2011)

Speech by J. Randolph Babbitt at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (6/1/2011)

Legal Interpretation of 14 CFR 91.11, Interference with a Crewmember via Laser (PDF)

(6/1/2011)
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Hazards of Laser Illumination

Pilot Safety
Pilot Safety Information Brochure (PDF)

Aerospace Medicine Reports
The Effects of Laser Illumination on Operational and Visual Performance of Pilots on Final
Approach (PDF)

Laser Illumination of Flight Crew Personnel Study 2004-2008 (PDF)
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Planning Light Shows and Other Outdoor Laser Operations
Laser FAQs and Contact Information
Advisory Circular 70-1 - Outdoor Laser Operations (PDF)

FAA Form 7140-1 - Notice of Proposed Outdoor Laser Operation(s) and Configuration
Worksheet (PDF)
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