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Des Moines airport no longer qualifies for motor fuel tax refund
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Register file photo.

A Des Moines airport reorganization in 2011
means that it no longer qualifies for a motor
fuel tax refund, the Iowa Department of
Revenue said in a letter publicly released
this week.

The airport was reorganized in November of
2011 as an independent aviation authority,
which separated its management and

financial operations from the city of Des Moines.

That move means it no longer qualifies for the Iowa Motor Fuel Tax refund, the revenue
department said in a Dec. 19 e-mail to airport officials.

The refund is given to state government agencies and its “political subdivisions”

One of the qualifications for political subdivisions to qualify for the tax break is to have
elected officials. The authority’s board  is appointed by the Des Moines City Council, which
makes it ineligible, the revenue department said in an email publicly released this week.

Kay Arvidson, a spokeswoman for the revenue department, declined to provide
information about how much the refund saves the airport, citing confidential taxpayer
information rules.

Don Smithey, the executive director of the authority, said the refund amounts to around
$6,500 a year in savings.  It applies primarily to service vehicles and not fuel for aircrafts,
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he said.

The airport’s reorganization was done for efficiency purposes, to allow aviation officials to
more quickly enact changes.  Since the restructure, the airport administration has between
15 and 20 fewer employees.  It now has around 70, Smithey said.

The refund was not considered prior to the airports reorganization. Airport officials won’t
appeal the state’s decision, Smithey said.

“In the scheme of things that’s not a lot of money for us,” Smithey said. “If we have to pay
it, we owe it.”
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"In the scheme of things that's not a lot of money for us". 

Spoken like someone who's accustomed to throwing away money and looking down his nose at people. Just
remember folks, this "aviation authority" scheme was supported by your elected city officials.
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