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Dear Mr.White.

[ P— I wiash to express my appreciation of the
work that was finally accomplished by the last General
Assembly in ite closing hours, and to mnote that a vots of
e tos DOBTidence bas been given to the Btate Highway Commission
to the extent of $4,156,000 annually to be used 8 s & Te-
voelving fund, one-balf of this amount beiny Federsl aid,
Bus mememghg other being pald out of the revenues from motorve-
bicles, gasoline tax, etc,

Preabirs Ag President of the Jefferspen Hi Associa-
tion, I think I bave & right to class mye as one of the
leading good roads sxponenta of Neorthern Iowa, and I wish

Kanas i, 3O BtAte for myself and for the Jefferson Ei organi-

sation, that w8 would like very such to see She te =ighway
Commission closs up the gap on the Jefferson Highway between
MO Des Moines and the Missouri linme.

Hinmiargiis B 5 Paug

Tnis strip of road is of the utsost importance
to the Jefferson Highway and to the sntire State of Iowm,
because the Missouri road program includes the completion
of the Jefferson Elﬂ-r in Migsouri, and it is possibls
that the Jefferson Highway may adopt the scenic cut-off
Wiaesnts through Arkangss toat was promised to the ple of
Arkansas nearly ten vears ago by toe Directors of the
Jefferson Highway Assocciation, when Arkansas wae S0ld that
they could have the soenic out-off &t such future time
when they could come to the Jefferson Highway and show
a completed road through the State of Arkansas.
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Fred R, White--#3--April 13, 1835.

The highway is already completed through Louisiana and by
the end of this season the grlrilinf will be completed in Northern
Hinnesota and in Manitoba, 8¢ that it will be possible to drive
835 miles from Pes Moines, Iowa, to Winnipeg, Manitoba, over a
completely paved and graveled highway.

There is an immense amount of travel that comes from the
South and Southwest inte Kansas City and St. Joseph, This travel
will come through Iows and will leave hundreds of thousands of
dollars in Iowa in additional gasocline taxes and miaspellansous
itema that are always purchased by people who travel say from
home in their automobiles, :

I trust that the State dighway Commiesion will arrange
to complets the road from Des Moines, Iowa to the Migeouri
lime among its earliest projects, because the road is already
being paved from Kansas City to St. Louis in Missouri to comnect
with the paved system of Illinois, which diverts all of these
people into Wisconsin and Mighigan.

There is & military value to the Jefferson nighway that
should not be ignored, and it is my belief that this highway ia
destined to become the backbone of the Miseissippi Vallaey,
and to be its leading North and South highway. The Jefferson
Highway has already been designeted ae the North and South Gold
Star Highway in Iowa.

Please let me know if arrangements c&n be made %o get
the Jefferson Highway improved in Southern Iowa as one of the
first projects. It is my belief thidt the amount of travel that
this read will carry will justify ite being paved for its entire
distance, and that any money spent for greveling or temporary
surfacing would be & waste of funds. Flease let me have your
thoughts in this meatter and let me know what can be accomplished,

We have our road program well advanced in Northern lIowa,
she time 18 coming when the amount of travel will make 1t necessary
for the Jefferson Highwiy to be paved for ite entire distance. We
oan get along for a year or two with our grovel roads if the
gravel roads are kept in repair, and it is only by approaching
this good roads question in an unselfish state of mind that we
can ever hope to get a state-wide program completed.

Fleases put me down right now as favoring the completion
of the Jefferson Highway in Scouthern Iowa as one of your firet
projecta, and in making this request I Gcall your attention to the
fact that this i® the only sectlion of the Jefferson Highway for
2400 miles for which plans are not already arranged for hard-
surfacing with some asort of material. -~ 12 W L
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¥ith best peracnal regards, I remaip. |
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