Current Special Routes and Bridge Names

MacVicar Freeway (I-235 Unearthing the Past – DOT Web site)
Freeway Name – Officially, the name of the Des Moines freeway is “Interstate Highway 235.”  However, it was designated in the 1960s the John MacVicar Freeway by the

Des Moines City Council.  The plan to name the new freeway the John MacVicar Freeway was first suggested in 1958 by the Des Moines Pioneer Club, but gained little support at that time. The John MacVicars, father and son, were reportedly the closest thing to a political dynasty Des Moines has ever known.  They held city offices at intervals over a period of more than 50 years.  The elder MacVicar was mayor from 1896 to 1900, streets commissioner in 1908-12, mayor again in 1916-18 and public safety commissioner in 1922-24.  He was elected mayor again in 1928, but died seven months later.  John MacVicar, the younger, was city streets commissioner in 1932-34 and 1936-40, and was mayor from 1942 to 1948.  He died in 1950.

Firsts – The first roadway segment along I-235 opened to traffic in December 1961. It was a 1.2-mile segment from Cottage Grove Avenue past Keosauqua Way to 12 th Street. At that time, this “busy” segment reportedly carried 33,400 vehicles per day. The section took nearly three years to complete and cost $9.5 million.  On May 9, 1960, the first bridge over the freeway was opened - Harding Road Bridge (270-foot long, 40 feet wide). This was the first piece of the freeway that was actually put into use.  Iowa Highway Commission crews began clearing snow from the first segment of the Des Moines Freeway on Jan. 16, 1962.

The “Mixmaster” – Named by highway engineers in 1961, the “Mixmaster,” this was one of the most intricate interchanges on the Interstate system in Iowa. It serves as a connection for the Des Moines freeway at a point where north-south Interstate 35 separates from east-west Interstate 80.

Bridges – The original I-235 bridges were built with a 14.5-foot clearance, despite a ruling at that time recommending bridges be 16 feet high to accommodate the movement of military equipment. It was decided to route military traffic around Des Moines without using the I-235 corridor because of the expense of redesigning the bridges and their approaches.  There are 71 bridges in the I-235 corridor.

Familiar Names – Some of the contractors involved in the original construction of I-235 are once again playing a role in its reconstruction. For example, Cramer-Bayse Construction Company built at least five freeway bridges in the Harding Road-Cottage Grove area. This month Cramer Construction, now of Des Moines, will begin work on the MLK bridge in the same area.

Lincoln Highway

If you travel U.S. 30 across Iowa, you are never very far away from the Lincoln Highway, if not right on top of it. As much as 85% of the original highway is still drivable in the Hawkeye State, although some of it is gravel.

It is best to have a copy of Gregory Franzwa's book or the Iowa Chapter's map pack. Both provide detailed maps for each of Iowa's thirteen Lincoln Highway counties. The maps specify the original route where accessible, and where the roadway is gone or abandoned, they indicate detours that steer the driver back to the highway's drivable road surface.

In addition, both the book and the map pack offer descriptions of colorful roadside attractions, examples of period advertising for "gas, food, and lodging," and points of local interest not always associated with the Lincoln Highway.

Noteworthy Lincoln Highway locales extend across the state, from Clinton to Council Bluffs. Be sure to visit some of the sites detailed in these guides.

Avenue of the Saints (High Priority Corridors@AARoads.com)
The name "Avenue of the Saints" is derived from the notion that the route will connect St. Louis, Missouri, and St. Paul, Minnesota, both of which are located on the Mississippi River. The actual high priority corridor defined in ISTEA/NHS/TEA-21 legislation, runs from St. Louis north to Mason City, Iowa; then it merges with the Interstate 35 Corridor north to St. Paul. 

Beginning in St. Louis, at the intersection of Interstates 44, 55, 64, and 70, the Avenue lead west out of St. Louis via Interstate 64 and U.S. 40 toward Chesterfield. The existing U.S. 40-61 expressway between Chesterfield and Interstate 70 is planned to be upgraded to freeway. Between Interstate 70 and Keokuk, Iowa, the Avenue of the Saints would follow U.S. 61 north through Canton to Keokuk, Iowa. Then the Avenue would continue due north, perhaps bypassing Keokuk to the west via Iowa 394. Much of U.S. 61 along this route is two-to four-lane but not Interstate grade. Current plans call for this route to be constructed to Interstate standards, at least as far as future Interstate 72 and possibly north to connect with Interstate 380. 

Once in Iowa, the Avenue is planned to follow U.S. 218 and Interstate 380 north along the Super Two expressway and Interstate 380 freeway through Mount Pleasant, Iowa City, Cedar Rapids, and Waterloo. U.S. 218 is planned for expressway and Interstate-compatible upgrades north of Waterloo, with new bypasses around Cedar Falls, Waverly, and Charles City. At Charles City, the Avenue is planned to turn west toward a junction with Corridor 23 (Interstate 35) at Mason City and Clear Lake. The Avenue will connect to the other "Saint" via Interstate 35. 

In Iowa, the Avenue of the Saints is designated in its entirety as Iowa 27. This designation is fairly new, and it was added in September and October 2001. Iowa 27 (synonymous with Avenue of the Saints) follows several existing routes across Iowa from south to north: 

· Iowa 394 between the Missouri State Line and junction U.S. 218 

· U.S. 218 Iowa 394 south of Donnellson to Junction Interstate 80 in Iowa City 

· Interstate 380 and U.S. 218 from Junction Interstate 80 near Iowa City north to U.S. 30-151 in Cedar Rapids 

· Interstate 380 from Cedar Rapids to east of Waterloo 

· Interstate 380 and U.S. 20 just south of Waterloo 

· U.S. 20 from Interstate 380 east of Waterloo to Iowa 58 in Cedar Falls 

· Iowa 58 from U.S. 20 and Junction U.S. 218/Iowa 57 in Cedar Falls 

· U.S. 218 from Junction Iowa 57 in Cedar Falls north to Floyd 

· U.S. 18 from Charles City northwest to Junction Interstate 35 near Clear Lake (the old alignment of U.S. 18 (Exit 194) was renumbered as Iowa 122) 

· Interstate 35 from U.S. 18 near Clear Lake to the Minnesota State Line 

Upgrades to the Iowa 27 corridor occurred incrementally through the 1990s and early 2000s. The entire Avenue of the Saints route in Iowa is programmed for construction to expressway standards. These improvements, some more recent and others in existence for a while, include the following: 

· Mount Pleasant Freeway Bypass (2002) 

· U.S. 218 Expressway from Mount Pleasant to Riverside (1990s) 

· Continuous freeway along portions of Interstate 380/U.S. 218/U.S. 20 from Iowa 22 near Riverside to Iowa 58 in Cedar Falls (early 1980s-1990s) 

· U.S. 218 Waverly freeway bypass (1998) 

· U.S. 18-218 Charles City freeway bypass (2002) 

· U.S. 18 combination freeway/expressway from Charles City to Junction Interstate 35 (1999-2000) 

· Interstate 35 from Junction U.S. 18 Freeway north to the Minnesota state line 

By 2002, much of Iowa 27/Avenue of the Saints has been upgraded to at least expressway standards. Two major gaps remain. First, the U.S. 218 corridor between Waverly and Charles City is slated for construction to expressway standards by 2003. The other major improvement is located right near the Iowa-Missouri State Line. This upgrade is planned for completion in 2004, and it will involve the construction of an expressway between the Missouri state line and Mount Pleasant. In Missouri, the Avenue is planned to leave U.S. 61 at the current U.S. 61/136 intersection in Missouri via Missouri 27 (also Route C) and Iowa 27/394. A southern extension of U.S. 218 will be created between this intersection and Donnellson. The existing U.S. 218 from Keokuk to Donnellson will be renumbered as Iowa 88. 

Another possible future enhancement may involve the Iowa 27 corridor in and around Cedar Falls. Rather than navigate the busy streets of downtown Waterloo, the Avenue of the Saints bypasses Waterloo via Iowa 58 through Cedar Falls. This highway is already at expressway standards, and it does not require major upgrades to handle the traffic of the corridor. According to Mark Hasty, the current state five-year state highway plan does not mention anything about eliminating the stoplights or at-grade intersections along Iowa 58 in Cedar Falls. It is possible that this section will see further upgrades after five years, but for now it handles the Avenue of the Saints traffic.

For more information, check out Jason Hancock's Iowa 27/Avenue of the Saints (Iowa) page. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower System of National Defense Highways (FHWA Web site)

Planning for what is now known as the Dwight D. Eisenhower National System of Interstate and Defense Highways, commonly called "The Interstate System," began in the late 1930's. The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1938 called on the Bureau of Public Roads (BPR), the predecessor of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), to study the feasibility of a toll-financed system of three east-west and three north-south superhighways. The BPR's report, Toll Roads and Free Roads, demonstrated that a toll network would not be self-supporting. Instead, the BPR's report advocated a 26,700-mile interregional highway network.

In 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed a National Interregional Highway Committee, headed by Commissioner of Public Roads Thomas H. MacDonald, to evaluate the need for a national expressway system. The committee's January 1944 report, Interregional Highways, supported a system of 33,900 miles, plus an additional 5,000 miles of auxiliary urban routes.

Designation of the Interstate System

In the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1944, the Congress acted on these recommendations. The act called for designation of a National System of Interstate Highways, to include up to 40,000 miles "... so located, as to connect by routes, direct as practical, the principal metropolitan areas, cities, and industrial centers, to serve the National Defense, and to connect at suitable points, routes of continental importance in the Dominion of Canada and the Republic of Mexico."

On August 2, 1947, Commissioner MacDonald and Federal Works Administrator Philip B. Fleming announced selection of the first 37,700 miles. The routes had been proposed by the State highway agencies and reviewed by the Department of Defense. However, neither the 1944 act nor later legislation in the 1940's authorized funds specifically for the Interstate System. As a result, progress on construction was slow.

Interstate Funding

The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1952 authorized the first funding specifically for System construction, but it was only a token amount of $25 million a year for fiscal years (FY) 1954 and 1955. Legislation in 1954 authorized an additional $175 million annually for FY 1956 and 1957.

Under the leadership of President Eisenhower, the question of how to fund the Interstate System was resolved with enactment of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956. It served as a catalyst for the System's development and, ultimately, its completion. Title I of the 1956 Act increased the System's proposed length to 41,000 miles. It also called for nationwide standards for design of the System, authorized an accelerated program, established a new method for apportioning funds among the States, changed the name to the National System of Interstate and Defense Highways, and set the Federal Government's share of project cost at 90 percent.

Military Order of the Purple Heart Highway (U.S. 65/Iowa 5 from I-80 to I-35)

