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April 4, 2016 

Secretary Anthony Foxx 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Federal Highway Administration 
1200 New Jersey A venue, SE 
Washington DC 20590 

1609 State Street• Bettendorf, Iowa 52722-4937 • (563) 344-4000 

RE: l- 74 Corridor - FASTLANE Grant Application 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

On behalf of the City of Bettendorf, please accept this letter of support for the Iowa Department of Transportation 
(DOT) Fostering Advancements in Shipping and Transportation for the Long-Term Achievement of National 
Efficiencies (F ASTLANE) grant application that the Iowa DOT has prepared to support the improvements to the 
J-74 Bridge Corridor. The request for $66,500,000 will complete the second phase of improvements and will 
assure that the multi-modal access points within the corridor and River Bridge crossing will be completed 
according to plan. 

Replacing the 1-74 Bridge is and has been one of the City ofBettendorfs top priorities. The 1-74 Bridge is a main 
artery linking the Jowa and Illinois regions. The Quad Cities is a main hub for manufacturing and agriculture. Jt 
has great access for moving freight and goods through rail, air and barge travel. The I-74 Bridge is vital to the 
continued economic well-being and commerce of the Quad Cities area. The cities of Bettendorf and Moline have 
invested heavily in developing and redeveloping their downtown areas, and continue to do so, to maintain and 
enhance the economic vitality of the riverfront area. Not only does the 1-74 Bridge serve as a major corridor of 
national significance, it provides an alternate crossing for 1-80, one of the nations ' primary east-west commercial 
corridors. 

The state of the current bridge structure is extremely outdated. It has never met interstate standards. Currently, 
the I-74 Bridge is significantly over capacity and carries nearly 70,000 plus vehicles per day; it has no shoulders; 
no emergency vehicle access; and creates a disconcerting danger to those that travel on it. The Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement identified the corridor as having three times the number of crashes as 
comparable interstate corridors. The reconstructed I-74 Bridge Corridor will have full shoulders allowing for 
emergency vehicle access in the event of an incident; it will have increase protection for seismic occurrences and 
barge collisions; shared use path; and increased lighting. Once reconstructed, the 1-74 Bridge will be the most 
reliable Mississippi River Crossing in the Iowa-Illinois Bi-State area. Additionally, the I-74 Bridge Corridor has 
regional significance, providing access to regional health care facilities, commercial and industrial centers, 
cultural facilities and, serves as a rnost important link to the Rock Island Arsenal, one of the nations ' only 
armories. 

Adequate Mississippi River Crossing capacity is vital to meet long-term transportation needs and maintain the 
economic viabi lity of the eastern lowa and western Illinois regions as well as the nation. Again, on behalf of the 
City of Bettendorf, Iowa we hope that you will consider this letter as our support for the I-74 Bridge Corridor 
Project grant application. Thank you . 

Mayor Bob Gallagher 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Scott Raes 
Mayor 
 
619  16th Street 
Moline, Illinois 61265 
 
Office:  309.524.2001 
 
Email:  
sraes@moline.il.us 
 
 

April 4, 2016 
 

Secretary of the US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 

Subject:  I-74 Corridor - FASTLANE Grant Application 
 

Dear Secretary: 
 

The City of Moline, Illinois, supports the Fostering Advancements in Shipping and 
Transportation for the Long-Term Achievement of National Efficiencies (FASTLANE) 
grant application that the Iowa Department of Transportation has prepared to support the 
improvements to the I-74 Bridge Corridor. The request for $66,500,000 will complete the 
second phase of improvements and will assure that the multi-modal access points within 
the corridor and River Bridge crossing will be completed as planned. 
 

Replacement of the I-74 Bridge is critical to the Quad Cities region and has been the top 
priority transportation project in the metropolitan area for more than 10 years. Not only is 
the Bridge vital to the continued economic well-being and commerce of the Quad Cities 
area, but Interstate 74 serves a major corridor of national significance providing an 
alternate crossing for Interstate 80, one of the nations’ primary east-west commercial 
corridors. 
 

The current bridge structure is functionally obsolete and never met interstate standards. 
The I-74 Bridge is significantly over capacity and carries nearly 70,000 vehicles per day. 
In fact the I-74 Bridge has no shoulders and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
identified the corridor as having three times the number of crashes as comparable 
interstate corridors. The reconstructed I-74 Bridge corridor will have full shoulders 
allowing for emergency vehicle access that currently does not exist in the event of an 
incident. Further, the reconstructed I-74 Bridge will have increase protection for seismic 
occurrences and barge collisions. 
 

Once reconstructed, the I-74 Bridge will be the most reliable Mississippi River Crossing 
in the Iowa/Illinois bi-state area. The I-74 Bridge Corridor has regional significance, 
providing access to regional hospital systems, commercial centers, industrial centers and 
cultural facilities. In addition, the Bridge serves as an important link to the Rock Island 
Arsenal, one of the nations’ only armories. 
 

Adequate Mississippi River Crossing capacity is imperative to meet long-term 
transportation needs and maintain the economic viability of the eastern Iowa and western 
Illinois. The City of Moline respectfully requests your kind and favorable consideration of 
the FASTLANE Grant Application from the Iowa DOT for this economically important, 
regionally significant, Interstate Bridge crossing over the Mississippi River. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 

 
Scott Raes 
Mayor 
City of Moline 
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